PC.SHDM.DEL/12/17
%g 27 June 2017
ENGLISH only
Permanent Mission of Ukraine
to the International Organizations in Vienna

Statement by the Delegation of Ukraine
Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting
“Freedom of Religion or Belief:

Issues, Opportunities, and the Specific Challenges of Combatting Anti-Semitism and
Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians, Muslims and members of other
Religions™, Session 1
(Vienna, 22 June 2017)

Mr Moderator,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Delegation of Ukraine would like to commend the OSCE Chairmanship and
the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights for organizing this
Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting, devoted to the important topic of the
freedom of religion or belief.

The OSCE commitments on freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief
were first enshrined in the 1975 Helsinki Final Act and further elaborated in many
subsequent OSCE documents, including the 2010 Astana Commemorative
Declaration, in which participating States recognized that “greater efforts must be
made to promote freedom of religion or belief and to combat intolerance and
discrimination”. They constitute a comprehensive framework for participating States
to ensure the respect for and promotion of the right to freedom of religion or belief.

Ukraine is fully committed to protecting and fostering the fundamental freedom
of religion or belief, guaranteed by the Constitution of Ukraine, in compliance with the
OSCE commitments and applicable international standards.

Ukraine is a multinational country, with over 130 nationalities of different
religious backgrounds. The Government of Ukraine attaches great importance to the
promotion of tolerance, mutual respect and understanding within the Ukrainian
society. The overwhelming majority of religious communities in Ukraine describe
harmonious inter-faith relations and conditions of non-discrimination allowing
everyone to profess and practice, alone or in community with others, the religion or
belief of his or her choice, as well as the right not to profess any religion.

The Government of Ukraine pays special attention to the cooperation with all
the religious organizations of Ukraine and inter-confessional dialogue.

The representatives of the Ukrainian churches and religious organizations are
participating in the activities of the Commission on religious organizations’ rights
implementation under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, civil councils of the
Ministry of Education and Science Ukraine, Ministry of Defense of Ukraine, Ministry
of Culture of Ukraine, Ministry of Health Care of Ukraine and Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Ukraine.
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All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations, established in
1996, representing more than 90% of my country’s religious denominations, has
become the basic platform for inter-confessional dialogue. The President of Ukraine
convenes meetings with the Council’s Board members on the regular basis.

To assist in resolution of the problematic issues between the confessions, the
Working group of current inter-church conflicts was established in 2014 under the
Ministry of Culture of Ukraine. There is also Experts council on freedom of
conscience and religious organizations’ activities under the same ministry.

Distinguished participants,

More than 3 year parts of Ukraine’s territory have been illegally occupied by a
neighbouring state. Numerous independent reports, including by the UN Human
Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine and the Council of Europe Commissioner for
Human Rights, testify that freedom of religion or belief is among many human rights
and fundamental freedoms undergoing systemic violations in the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, illegally occupied by the Russian
Federation, as well as in certain areas of Donbas, where Russia and its hybrid forces
continue to pursue military aggression against Ukraine.

We remain deeply alarmed over the repressions in the Crimea by the occupying
authorities, which take the form of attacks on and the expulsion of the priests of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv
Patriarchate, as well as raids against Crimean Tatars’ mosques and madrasas. Priests
and mullas are forced to cooperate with the Russian Federal Security Service and to
provide information about their parishioners. Those who refuse are threatened with
prosecution on false charges of extremism. The mass-media controlled by the
occupying authorities regularly spread the propaganda accusing followers of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate of fascism and hatred. Many
Ukrainian priests were forced to leave Crimea.

The application of Russia’s laws in the occupied Crimea, which contravene the
UN GA resolutions 68/262 “Territorial integrity of Ukraine”, 71/205 “Situation of
human rights in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and city of Sevastopol
(Ukraine)” and has serious human rights implications, resulted in a total ban on
religious activities of Ukrainian churches and religious organizations in Crimea and
their subsequent elimination.

There have been increasing reports of violations of freedom of religion or belief
in certain areas of Donbas, temporarily controlled by the Russia-backed militants. All
faith traditions appear to be targeted by the militants through the persecution,
abductions, unlawful deprivation of liberty, torture and ill-treatment and even killings
of clergy members and believers, as well as the seizure of church property. The most
endangered are the believers and priests of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv
Patriarchate, the Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints, Jehovah Witnesses, and
Ukrainian Christian Evangelic Church.

We strongly condemn these manifestations of religious-biased violence and
discrimination, that should become a matter of serious concern for the international
organizations and human rights NGOs, and we urge the Russian Federation to abide by
the norms of international law and OSCE principles and commitments.
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In this context we underline the need to pay special attention to the cases of discrimination on
the basis of religion or belief, including against Christians, Jews, Muslims and members of
other religions in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, city of Sevastopol and certain
areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions (Ukraine), which requires:
- to put an end to all forms of intimidation and harassment of religious communities;
- to properly investigate all incidents, thus enabling the protection of the freedom of
religion or belief;
- to fully respect and protect freedom of religion or belief, including the right of
religious communities to freely function without undue administrative or legislative
hindrance, harassment or other restrictions.

Distinguished colleagues,

All those violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms constitute a serious threat to
national security and peace in Ukraine and Europe and demand an adequate international
response. We encourage the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine and the OSCE
Institutions to be more persistent in their efforts to ensure close monitoring of and reporting
on the human rights situation in the occupied Crimea and certain areas of Donbas, namely the
cases of religious intolerance, to help restore the respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the affected regions and situations of occupation.

| thank you.



