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1352nd PLENARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

1. Date: Thursday, 27 January 2022 (in the Neuer Saal and via video
teleconference)
Opened: 10.05 a.m.
Suspended:  1.05 p.m.
Resumed: 3 p.m.
Closed: 4.30 p.m.

2. Chairperson: Ambassador A. Hatacinski

Prior to taking up the agenda, the Chairperson welcomed the new Permanent
Representative of Mongolia to the OSCE, Ambassador Tsengeg Mijiddorj.

3. Subjects discussed — Statements — Decisions/documents adopted:

Agenda item 1: ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE

PCOEJ1352

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE
ALLIANCE ON THE OCCASION OF THE
COMMEMORATION OF INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST
REMEMBRANCE DAY

Chairperson, Secretary General of the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance, France-European Union (with the candidate countries Albania,
Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia; the country of the Stabilisation and
Association Process and potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina;
the European Free Trade Association countries Iceland and Liechtenstein,
members of the European Economic Area; as well as Andorra, Georgia,
Moldova, Monaco, San Marino and Ukraine, in alignment) (PC.DEL/101/22),
Russian Federation (PC.DEL/70/22), United States of America
(PC.DEL/69/22), Turkey (PC.DEL/98/22 OSCE+), Albania (PC.DEL/72/22
OSCE+), Cyprus (PC.DEL/75/22 OSCE+), United Kingdom, North
Macedonia (PC.DEL/96/22 OSCE+), Switzerland (PC.DEL/92/22 OSCE+),
Ukraine (PC.DEL/97/22), Portugal (PC.DEL/71/22 OSCE+), Georgia
(PC.DEL/85/22 OSCE+), Belarus (PC.DEL/87/22 OSCE+), Italy, Holy See
(PC.DEL/73/22 OSCE+), Armenia (PC.DEL/95/22), Greece, Sweden,
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Norway (PC.DEL/79/22), Belgium (PC.DEL/91/22), Canada (PC.DEL/76/22
OSCE+), Azerbaijan (PC.DEL/90/22 OSCE+), Romania (PC.DEL/94/22
OSCE+), Germany (Annex 1), Israel (Partner for Co-operation)

Agenda item 2: REVIEW OF CURRENT ISSUES

Chairperson

@) Russia’s ongoing aggression against Ukraine and illegal occupation of
Crimea: Ukraine (PC.DEL/78/22), France-European Union (with the
candidate countries Albania, Montenegro and North Macedonia; the European
Free Trade Association countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway,
members of the European Economic Area; as well as Georgia, Moldova and
Ukraine, in alignment) (PC.DEL/102/22), Canada (PC.DEL/74/22 OSCE+),
United Kingdom, United States of America (PC.DEL/77/22), Turkey
(PC.DEL/99/22 OSCE+), Switzerland (PC.DEL/93/22 OSCE+)

(b) Deteriorating situation in Ukraine and continued non-implementation by the
Ukrainian authorities of the Minsk agreements: Russian Federation
(PC.DEL/80/22), Ukraine

(© Aggression of Azerbaijan against Artsakh and Armenia with the direct
involvement of Turkey and foreign terrorist fighters: Armenia (Annex 2)

Agenda item 3: REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE

CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE

@ Renewed OSCE European Security Dialogue: Chairperson (CIO.GAL/9/22)

(b) Visit of the Special Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office for the
South Caucasus, H.E. Mr. V. Mosanu, to Georgia from 19 to
21 January 2022: Chairperson

(©) Update on planned events in the economic and environmental dimension in
2022: Chairperson

(d) Update on planned events in the human dimension in 2022: Chairperson

() Conference on Combating Anti-Semitism in the OSCE Region, to be held in
Warsaw and via video teleconference on 7 and 8 February 2022: Chairperson

Agenda item 4: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL

@ Update on the COVID-19 situation across the OSCE executive structures:
Director of the Conflict Prevention Centre (SEC.GAL/13/22 OSCE+)

(b)  Announcement of the distribution of the Secretary General’s weekly report

(SEC.GAL/13/22 OSCE+): Director of the Conflict Prevention Centre
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Agenda item 5: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

@) Farewell to the Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the OSCE,
Ambassador W. A. Brilhart: Chairperson, Dean of the Permanent Council
(Liechtenstein), Switzerland

(b) Language conforming meeting, to be held on 4 February 2022: Sweden

(c) Constitutional referendum in Belarus, to be held in February 2022: Belarus
(PC.DEL/88/22 OSCE+), France-European Union, United Kingdom, United
States of America (PC.DEL/81/22), Norway (PC.DEL/104/22), Switzerland,
Russian Federation (PC.DEL/83/22 OSCE+), Canada

(d) Outcome of the parliamentary elections in Kyrgyzstan held on
28 November 2021: Kyrgyzstan, France-European Union (with the candidate
countries Albania, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia; the country of
the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate country
Bosnia and Herzegovina; the European Free Trade Association countries
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area;
as well as Ukraine, in alignment) (PC.DEL/103/22), United Kingdom,
Azerbaijan (PC.DEL/89/22 OSCE+), Turkey (PC.DEL/86/22 OSCE+),
Russian Federation (PC.DEL/84/22 OSCE+), United States of America
(PC.DEL/82/22)

4. Next meeting:

Thursday, 3 February 2022, at 10 a.m., in the Neuer Saal and via video teleconference
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STATEMENT BY
THE DELEGATION OF GERMANY

Mr. Chairperson,

In should like to add to the remarks by the European Union with some comments on
behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany.

On this day 77 years ago, 27 January 1945, Red Army soldiers liberated
Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp. Auschwitz stands as a symbol for all the death
camps. It stands for the ruthless and inhuman killing machinery that Nazi Germany inflicted
on the world. This killing was organized systematically by high-ranking ministerial officials
of the German Reich at the Wannsee conference on 20 January 1942, almost exactly 80 years
ago, although the persecution of the Jews had already been under way for a long time.

Germany is eternally grateful to the liberators — for putting an end to the murder of
Jews, Sinti and Roma, prisoners of war, forced labourers and people who were persecuted on
the grounds of their beliefs, political views or sexual orientation. It is grateful for the end of
the murderous Nazi ideology and regime.

Germany and Israel stand shoulder to shoulder in preserving the admonitory memory
of the Shoah. We must never forget this terrible and ever-present aspect of German history.
And yet the Holocaust is trivialized, distorted and even denied. We are opposing this, among
other things, with a resolution against Holocaust denial. Germany and Israel submitted this
resolution together to the United Nations General Assembly. It was adopted there
unanimously last week. We thank all participating States and OSCE partners for their
support.

The content of the resolution goes far beyond previous United Nations resolutions on
Holocaust denial and remembrance. The resolution extensively adopted the definition of
Holocaust denial elaborated by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA),
which also includes trivialization of the Holocaust, thereby anchoring it within the United
Nations. | am extremely gratified to note the words just now of Kathrin Meyer, Secretary
General of the IHRA, in that regard. Germany will continue its energetic support of the
IHRA’s valuable work in the future.
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Apart from condemning Holocaust denial, the resolution calls on the Member States
of the United Nations, its organizations and private companies — notably social media
platforms — to take active measures to combat Holocaust distortion or denial.

We should all contribute to this as well within the OSCE. Specific measures in the
OSCE could include the adoption of the non-legally binding working definition of Holocaust
denial, falsification and trivialization and of anti-Semitism and anti-Gypsyism. The further
dissemination and implementation of the materials provided by the Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights in its “Turning Words into Action” programme would also
mark an important step. The conference on combating anti-Semitism to be held the week
after next in Warsaw offers a good forum for dialogue on further concrete steps.

Thank you.

| request, Mr. Chairperson, that this statement be attached to the journal of the day.
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STATEMENT BY
THE DELEGATION OF ARMENIA

Mr. Chairperson,

On 27 September 2020, when Azerbaijan launched a war of aggression against
Artsakh and its people with the intention of resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict by
force, the Armenian delegation clearly warned that the absence of a swift and robust response
from the international community and in particular the OSCE to such a blatant violation of
international law and the principles and commitments of the OSCE would have serious
negative consequences not only for regional but also for European security as a whole. As the
saying goes, “Give someone an inch, and they’ll take a mile.”

Mr. Chairperson,

Thirty years ago, it was around this time that Armenia joined the OSCE, then still the
CSCE, with the heavy burden of the ongoing Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, hundreds of
thousands of refugees from Azerbaijan fleeing massacres and pogroms, and the devastating
consequences of the 1988 earthquake that wiped out entire cities and villages along with their
inhabitants. And yet, in joining the OSCE, Armenia hoped that by becoming part of the new
Europe with its concept of comprehensive and co-operative security, the aspirations of its
people to live freely and safely in their historical homeland would be ensured and the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict would be resolved by peaceful means, with full respect for the
human rights and fundamental freedoms of the people of Artsakh.

Today, alas, despite high expectations and great effort invested, we find ourselves
back at square one. Years of negotiations and hard work carried out within the OSCE have
been effectively watered down, and the credibility of the Organization has been seriously
undermined, as has its bedrock principle of refraining from the threat or use of force. The war
of aggression unleashed by Azerbaijan on 27 September 2020, in the midst of a global
pandemic, and the inability of the OSCE to prevent this new violence and aggression have on
the one hand exposed the shortcomings and weaknesses of the OSCE, and on the other have
turned great expectations into great disappointment for the peoples of Armenia and Artsakh.
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Mr. Chairperson,

More than a year after the signing of the trilateral ceasefire statement on
9 November 2020, the prospects for peace in the region are still elusive. Azerbaijan continues
its aggressive actions, such as the incursion into the sovereign territory of Armenia, the
constant military escalation and ceasefire violations along the State border and on the line of
contact with Artsakh, the continued illegal detention of Armenian prisoners of war and
civilian captives, and the destruction and misappropriation of Armenian cultural heritage, to
name just a few. There is a clear discrepancy between Azerbaijan’s declared intention of
peaceful co-existence and its real actions.

A litmus test of the real intentions of Azerbaijan is the issue of the prisoners of war
and other illegally detained persons. This remains one of the main challenges, which further
deepens the atmosphere of mistrust and animosity. There is no mistaking the implications of
Azerbaijan’s complete disregard for its international obligations under international
humanitarian law and for the trilateral statement of 9 November 2020.

Baku’s mock trials and the imposition of lengthy prison sentences on trumped-up
charges clearly indicate that Azerbaijan is seeking to prolong the illegal detention of
Armenian prisoners of war and civilian hostages. Currently, a mock trial of Ishkhan Sargsyan
and Vladimir Raphaelyan, who were captured in the Gegharkunik region of Armenia as a
result of the 12 May incursion, is being held at the court of Baku. Azerbaijan is prosecuting
these two Armenian servicemen, who were abducted by its armed forces during Azerbaijan’s
incursion into the sovereign territory of Armenia, on ludicrous charges of terrorism. The
absurdity of these accusations does not prevent official in Baku from continuing its mockery
of jurisprudence. We expect the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights to step
up its efforts to ensure the right of Armenian prisoners of war to a fair trial.

Mr. Chairperson,

So far, Azerbaijan has acknowledged the detention of only 46 Armenians, all of
whom have been tried on fabricated criminal charges.

Despite the existence of a large amount of video, photo and other evidence, including
evidence posted on the social networks, Azerbaijan continues to conceal the real number of
Armenian prisoners of war and other captives, and the places of their detention. In addition,
Azerbaijan is in effect refusing to implement the interim measures of the European Court of
Human Rights, since it failed to provide any information in this regard by the deadline of
6 December 2021 set by the Court.

Armenia is deeply concerned by Azerbaijan’s refusal to provide accurate information
about the Armenian prisoners of war. The cases of enforced disappearance, torture and
inhuman treatment of Armenian prisoners of war and civilian hostages are still awaiting a
proper response from relevant international organizations and partners, including the OSCE.

Mr. Chairperson,

Today, more than a year after the cessation of hostilities, the fate of many Armenian
historical monuments, religious sites and museum exhibits currently under the control of
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Azerbaijan remains unclear, as they are at serious risk of deliberate destruction, vandalism
and desecration. There is a lot of evidence indicating that in the recently occupied territories
of Artsakh, the Azerbaijan army has been engaged in the destruction of graveyards and
monuments commemorating fallen Armenian heroes of the first Nagorno-Karabakh war.

Given the practice of systematic destruction and appropriation of Armenian cultural
heritage in Azerbaijan over the past decades, there are serious concerns about the
preservation of such monuments, religious sites and museum exhibits in the recently
occupied territories.

The Azerbaijani Government employs two main methods to get rid of the Armenian
cultural heritage and historical presence in Nagorno-Karabakh — physical destruction and
misappropriation or alteration of the identity of historical sites. Wherever the first method is
not feasible due to media attention or an easily accessible location, the Azerbaijani authorities
use the second method, trying to change the identity of the monuments of Armenian cultural
heritage by denying their historical roots and labelling them as mythical “Caucasian Albanian
heritage”. In fact, attempts to misappropriate Armenian culture are also being made in order
to substantiate Azerbaijan’s false claim to be a descendant and successor of the early
medieval Caucasian Albanian State (which ceased to exist about one thousand years ago).

I will not dwell on the historical and scientific value of such claims and narratives,
which are not supported by any serious experts on history except for Azerbaijani ones.
However, such a distortion of history and misrepresentation of Armenian heritage and
cultural looting, which is a clear violation of the relevant international legal instruments, is
being carried out in order to pursue a broader goal of denying the historical existence of
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh, because the very fact of Armenians having lived in
Nagorno-Karabakh is a severe challenge to the Azeri claims of indigeneity in the area.

Azerbaijan has never made any secret of its intention to use cultural destruction and
misappropriation as a means of conducting demographic engineering in Nagorno-Karabakh
and bringing about the complete distortion of the region’s cultural identity.

In particular, recently there have been reports that Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in
Shushi, currently under Azerbaijani occupation, will be completely reconstructed with the
aim of changing its Armenian identity or even turning it into a mosque. Furthermore, the
publicly pronounced plans for the construction of new mosques in Karin Tak and Hadrut and
the reconstruction of the historical centre of Hadrut speak for themselves. It should be noted
that both settlements never had an Azerbaijani population before they were occupied by
Azerbaijan in 2020.

On 15 March 2021, the Azerbaijani President visited the 17th-century Armenian
church in the village of Tsakuri in the Hadrut region of Artsakh, currently under the
occupation of the Azerbaijani armed forces, and openly declared it “Caucasian Albanian”. He
labelled the Armenian inscriptions on the church’s walls “fake”, thus preparing the ground
for future acts of vandalism in explicit violation of the 1954 Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and of United Nations Security Council
resolution 2347 (2017).
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The indigenous Armenian origin of the religious sites is not only supported by ample
historiographical evidence but is also verifiable through their strict correspondence to the
distinctive architectural features, canons and worship practices of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, not to mention the thousands of inscriptions in the Armenian language on the
churches and other places of worship that tell of the history of the construction of those
monuments.

Mr. Chairperson,

On many occasions, Armenia has declared its firm belief that despite Azerbaijan’s
derogatory rhetoric and aggressive actions there is no alternative to a peaceful resolution of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Armenia continues to express its readiness to continue the dialogue, under the
auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs, capitalizing on the meetings held in New
York and Paris. It is high time to restart the work on finding a lasting, just and sustainable
solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

We fully concur with the Co-Chairs that the international humanitarian organizations
should enjoy unhindered access to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict area and we call on
Azerbaijan to stop politicizing this purely humanitarian issue. All humanitarian and
specialized organizations and agencies should be allowed full and unhindered access to
Nagorno-Karabakh in order to carry out their mandated work without undue hindrance and
restrictions.

Armenia is looking forward to welcoming the Co-Chairs in Armenia and is also
looking forward to their fully fledged and long-overdue visit to the region to assess the
situation on the ground. We once again urge the Co-Chairs to redouble their efforts to carry
out a fully fledged visit to the region and implement their mandated work. We also expect
that the Personal Representative of the Chairperson-in-Office will visit his mission area,
including Stepanakert, to carry out his mandated work without undue delay.

Mr. Chairperson,

The current situation in Nagorno-Karabakh is the result of a flagrant violation by
Azerbaijan of several core principles of the Helsinki Final Act, namely, refraining from the
threat or use of force; the peaceful settlement of disputes; equal rights and self-determination
of peoples; and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. No one should be under
any illusion that the results of the use of force, accompanied by war crimes and violations of
international humanitarian law, can ever become the basis for a lasting and sustainable peace.
Such a peace can be achieved in the region only through a comprehensive settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, which must include the determination of the status of Artsakh on
the basis of the realization by the people of Artsakh of their inalienable right to
self-determination; the ensuring of the safe and dignified return of displaced population to
their homes; and the preservation of the region’s historical and religious heritage.

| kindly ask you to attach this statement to the journal of today’s meeting.

Thank you.



