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DECISION No. 607 
COMBATING ANTI-SEMITISM 

 
 
 The Permanent Council, 
 
 Taking into account the forthcoming OSCE Conference on Anti-Semitism in Berlin 
on 28 and 29 April 2004, 
 
 Reaffirming the participating States’ existing commitments related to combating 
anti-Semitism, and 
 
 In order to reinforce our common efforts to combat anti-Semitism across the OSCE 
region, 
 
 Decides, 
 
1. The participating States commit to: 
 
— Strive to ensure that their legal systems foster a safe environment free from 

anti-Semitic harassment, violence or discrimination in all fields of life; 
 
— Promote, as appropriate, educational programmes for combating anti-Semitism; 
 
— Promote remembrance of and, as appropriate, education about the tragedy of the 

Holocaust, and the importance of respect for all ethnic and religious groups; 
 
— Combat hate crimes, which can be fuelled by racist, xenophobic and anti-Semitic 

propaganda in the media and on the Internet; 
 
— Encourage and support international organization and NGO efforts in these areas; 
 
— Collect and maintain reliable information and statistics about anti-Semitic crimes, and 

other hate crimes, committed within their territory, report such information 
periodically to the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
(ODIHR), and make this information available to the public; 
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— Endeavour to provide the ODIHR with the appropriate resources to accomplish the 

tasks agreed upon in the Maastricht Ministerial Decision on Tolerance and 
Non-Discrimination; 

 
— Work with the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly to determine appropriate ways to 

review periodically the problem of anti-Semitism; 
 
— Encourage development of informal exchanges among experts in appropriate fora on 

best practices and experiences in law enforcement and education; 
 
2. To task the ODIHR to: 
 
— Follow closely, in full co-operation with other OSCE institutions as well as the 

United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UNCERD), 
the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), the European 
Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) and other relevant 
international institutions and NGOs, anti-Semitic incidents in the OSCE area making 
use of all reliable information available; 

 
— Report its findings to the Permanent Council and to the Human Dimension 

Implementation Meeting and make these findings public. These reports should also be 
taken into account in deciding on priorities for the work of the OSCE in the area of 
intolerance; 

 
— Systematically collect and disseminate information throughout the OSCE area on best 

practices for preventing and responding to anti-Semitism and, if requested, offer 
advice to participating States in their efforts to fight anti-Semitism; 

 
3. To ask the Chairman-in-Office to bring this decision to the attention of the 
participants of the upcoming Conference in Berlin and to incorporate it into his declaration 
concluding the Conference; 
 
4. To forward this decision to the Ministerial Council for endorsement at its Twelfth 
Meeting. 
 




