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Evidence of Ukrainian War Crimes in Donbass

The data that has been accumulated since the first report by the Foundation for
Democracy Studies provides ground to conclude that torture and inhumane treatment
inflicted by the Security Forces of Ukraine (SBU), by the Ukrainian armed forces, the
National Guard and other formations within the Interior Ministry of Ukraine have not
only continued but are gaining in scale and are becoming systematic.

The prisoners were electrocuted, beaten cruelly and for multiple days in a row with
different objects (iron bars, baseball bats, sticks, rifle butts, bayonet knives, rubber
batons). Techniques widely used by the Ukrainian armed forces and security forces
include waterboarding, strangling with a ‘Banderist garrotte’ and other types of
strangling. In some cases prisoners, for the purposes of intimidation, were sent to
minefields and run over with military vehicles, which led to their death. Other torture
methods used by the Ukrainian armed forces and security forces include bone-
crashing, stabbing and cutting with a knife, branding with red-hot objects, shooting
different body parts with small arms. The prisoners taken captive by the Ukrainian
armed forces and security forces are kept for days at freezing temperatures, with no
access to food or medical assistance, and are often forced to take psychotropic
substances that cause agony. An absolute majority of prisoners are put through mock
firing squads and suffer death and rape threats to their families.
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Targeted shellings of civilians
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