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EU Statement on the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine 
 
The EU wishes to draw your attention to the following declaration made yesterday by the 
Presidency of the European Union: 
 
“High Representative Javier Solana and Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner today 
formally launched the European Union’s Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine 
at an inauguration ceremony in Odessa, Ukraine. 
 
The deployment of the EU Border Assistance Mission marks an important step in the 
development of cooperation between the EU and the Moldovan and Ukrainian authorities in 
the fight against weapons trafficking, smuggling, organised crime and corruption.  The 
Mission is also part of the EU’s ongoing commitment to helping to improve security and 
stability in the region.  In this respect, the EU hopes that the Mission will contribute to efforts 
to find a viable and sustainable solution to the Transnistria conflict. 
 
The Presidency of the European Union is grateful to the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine 
for their cooperation in the preparation of the Mission and looks forward to their continued 
support.  The Presidency also acknowledges the contributions of EU Member States, the EU 
Special Representative and his staff, and the European Commission, whose efforts have 
enabled the Mission to be set up so quickly.” 
 
The Acceding Countries Bulgaria and Romania, the Candidate Countries Turkey and 
Croatia1, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and 
Montenegro, align themselves with this declaration. 
 

 

                                                 
1 Croatia continues to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process  
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