
1

SCR 1325

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000)
Adopted by the Security Council at its 4213th meeting, on 31 October 2000

The Security Council,
Recalling its resolutions 1261 (1999) of 25 August 1999, 1265 (1999) of 17 September 1999, 1296 (2000) 

of 19 April 2000 and 1314 (2000) of 11 August 2000, as well as relevant statements of its Presidents, and 
recalling also the statement of its President to the press on the occasion of the United Nations Day for Women’s 
Rights and International Peace (International Women’s Day) of 8 March 2000 (SC/6816), 

Recalling also the commitments of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (A/52/231) as well as 
those contained in the outcome document of the twenty-third Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly entitled “Women 2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-First Century” (A/S-
23/10/Rev.1), in particular those concerning women and armed conflict,

Bearing in mind the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the primary 
responsibility of the Security Council under the Charter for the maintenance of international peace and security,

Expressing concern that civilians, particularly women and children, account for the vast majority of those 
adversely affected by armed conflict, including as refugees and internally displaced persons, and increasingly 
are targeted by combatants and armed elements, and recognizing the consequent impact this has on durable 
peace and reconciliation,

Reaffirming the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts and in peace-building, 
and stressing the importance of their equal participation and full involvement in all efforts for the maintenance 
and promotion of peace and security, and the need to increase their role in decision-making with regard to 
conflict prevention and resolution,

Reaffirming also the need to implement fully international humanitarian and human rights law that protects 
the rights of women and girls during and after conflicts,

Emphasizing the need for all parties to ensure that mine clearance and mine awareness programmes take 
into account the special needs of women and girls, 

Recognizing the urgent need to mainstream a gender perspective into peacekeeping operations, and 
in this regard noting the Windhoek Declaration and the Namibia Plan of Action on Mainstreaming a Gender 
Perspective in Multidimensional Peace Support Operations (S/2000/693),

Recognizing also the importance of the recommendation contained in the statement of its President to the 
press of 8 March 2000 for specialized training for all peacekeeping personnel on the protection, special needs 
and human rights of women and children in conflict situations,

Recognizing that an understanding of the impact of armed conflict on women and girls, effective institutional 
arrangements to guarantee their protection and full participation in the peace process can significantly contribute 
to the maintenance and promotion of international peace and security,

Noting the need to consolidate data on the impact of armed conflict on women and girls,
1. Urges Member States to ensure increased representation of women at all decision-making levels in 

national, regional and international institutions and mechanisms for the prevention, management, and resolution 
of conflict;

2. Encourages the Secretary-General to implement his strategic plan of action (A/49/587) calling for an 
increase in the participation of women at decisionmaking levels in conflict resolution and peace processes;

3. Urges the Secretary-General to appoint more women as special representatives and envoys to pursue 
good offices on his behalf, and in this regard calls on Member States to provide candidates to the Secretary-
General, for inclusion in a regularly updated centralized roster;

4. Further urges the Secretary-General to seek to expand the role and contribution of women in United 
Nations field-based operations, and especially among military observers, civilian police, human rights and 
humanitarian personnel; 

5. Expresses its willingness to incorporate a gender perspective into peacekeeping operations, and urges 
the Secretary-General to ensure that, where appropriate, field operations include a gender component;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to provide to Member States training guidelines and materials on the 
protection, rights and the particular needs of women, as well as on the importance of involving women in all 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding measures, invites Member States to incorporate these elements as well as 
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HIV/AIDS awareness training into their national training programmes for military and civilian police personnel 
in preparation for deployment, and further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that civilian personnel of 
peacekeeping operations receive similar training;

7. Urges Member States to increase their voluntary financial, technical and logistical support for gender-
sensitive training efforts, including those undertaken by relevant funds and programmes, inter alia, the United 
Nations Fund for Women and United Nations Children’s Fund, and by the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees and other relevant bodies;

8. Calls on all actors involved, when negotiating and implementing peace agreements, to adopt a gender 
perspective, including, inter alia: 

(a) The special needs of women and girls during repatriation and resettlement and for rehabilitation, 
reintegration and post-conflict reconstruction;
(b) Measures that support local women’s peace initiatives and indigenous processes for conflict 
resolution, and that involve women in all of the implementation mechanisms of the peace agreements;
(c) Measures that ensure the protection of and respect for human rights of women and girls, particularly 
as they relate to the constitution, the electoral system, the police and the judiciary;

9. Calls upon all parties to armed conflict to respect fully international law applicable to the rights and 
protection of women and girls, especially as civilians, in particular the obligations applicable to them under the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977, the Refugee Convention of 1951 and 
the Protocol thereto of 1967, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women of 
1979 and the Optional Protocol thereto of 1999 and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of 
1989 and the two Optional Protocols thereto of 25 May 2000, and to bear in mind the relevant provisions of the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; 

10. Calls on all parties to armed conflict to take special measures to protect women and girls from gender-
based violence, particularly rape and other forms of sexual abuse, and all other forms of violence in situations 
of armed conflict;

11. Emphasizes the responsibility of all States to put an end to impunity and to prosecute those responsible 
for genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes including those relating to sexual and other violence 
against women and girls, and in this regard stresses the need to exclude these crimes, where feasible from 
amnesty provisions;

12. Calls upon all parties to armed conflict to respect the civilian and humanitarian character of refugee 
camps and settlements, and to take into account the particular needs of women and girls, including in their 
design, and recalls its resolutions 1208 (1998) of 19 November 1998 and 1296 (2000) of 19 April 2000; 

13. Encourages all those involved in the planning for disarmament, demobilization and reintegration to 
consider the different needs of female and male ex-combatants and to take into account the needs of their 
dependants;

14. Reaffirms its readiness, whenever measures are adopted under Article 41 of the Charter of the United 
Nations, to give consideration to their potential impact on the civilian population, bearing in mind the special 
needs of women and girls, in order to consider appropriate humanitarian exemptions;

15. Expresses its willingness to ensure that Security Council missions take into account gender 
considerations and the rights of women, including through consultation with local and international women’s 
groups;

16. Invites the Secretary-General to carry out a study on the impact of armed conflict on women and girls, 
the role of women in peace-building and the gender dimensions of peace processes and conflict resolution, and 
further invites him to submit a report to the Security Council on the results of this study and to make this available 
to all Member States of the United Nations;

17. Requests the Secretary-General, where appropriate, to include in his reporting to the Security Council 
progress on gender mainstreaming throughout peacekeeping missions and all other aspects relating to women 
and girls;

18. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
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Security Council Resolution 1820 (2008)
Adopted by the Security Council at its 5916th meeting, on 19 June 2008

The Security Council,
Reaffirming its commitment to the continuing and full implementation of resolution 1325 (2000), 1612 

(2005) and 1674 (2006) and recalling the Statements of its president of 31 October 2001 (Security Council/
PRST/2001/31), 31 October 2002 (Security Council/PRST/2002/32), 28 October 2004 (Security Council/
PRST/2004/40), 27 October 2005 (Security Council/PRST/2005/52), 8 November 2006 (Security Council/
PRST/2006/42), 7 March 2007 (Security Council/PRST/2007/5), and 24 October 2007 (Security Council/
PRST/2007/40); 

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 
Reaffirming also the resolve expressed in the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document to eliminate all 

forms of violence against women and girls, including by ending impunity and by ensuring the protection of 
civilians, in particular women and girls, during and after armed conflicts, in accordance with the obligations 
States have undertaken under international humanitarian law and international human rights law;

Recalling the commitments of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (A/52/231) as well as those 
contained in the outcome document of the twenty-third Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
entitled “Women 2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-first Century” (A/S-23/10/
Rev.1), in particular those concerning sexual violence and women in situations of armed conflict;

Reaffirming also the obligations of States Parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, the Optional Protocol thereto, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 
Optional Protocols thereto, and urging states that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to them,

Noting that civilians account for the vast majority of those adversely affected by armed conflict; that 
women and girls are particularly targeted by the use of sexual violence, including as a tactic of war to humiliate, 
dominate, instil fear in, disperse and/or forcibly relocate civilian members of a community or ethnic group; and 
that sexual violence perpetrated in this manner may in some instances persist after the cessation of hostilities;

Recalling its condemnation in the strongest terms of all sexual and other forms of violence committed 
against civilians in armed conflict, in particular women and children;

Reiterating deep concern that, despite its repeated condemnation of violence against women and children 
in situations of armed conflict, including sexual violence in situations of armed conflict, and despite its calls 
addressed to all parties to armed conflict for the cessation of such acts with immediate effect, such acts continue 
to occur, and in some situations have become systematic and widespread, reaching appalling levels of brutality,

Recalling the inclusion of a range of sexual violence offences in the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court and the statutes of the ad hoc international criminal tribunals,

Reaffirming the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts and in peacebuilding, 
and stressing the importance of their equal participation and full involvement in all efforts for the maintenance 
and promotion of peace and security, and the need to increase their role in decision-making with regard to 
conflict prevention and resolution,

Deeply concerned also about the persistent obstacles and challenges to women’s participation and full 
involvement in the prevention and resolution of conflicts as a result of violence, intimidation and discrimination, 
which erode women’s capacity and legitimacy to participate in post-conflict public life, and acknowledging the 
negative impact this has on durable peace, security and reconciliation, including post-conflict peacebuilding, 

Recognizing that States bear primary responsibility to respect and ensure the human rights of their citizens, 
as well as all individuals within their territory as provided for by relevant international law,

Reaffirming that parties to armed conflict bear the primary responsibility to take all feasible steps to ensure 
the protection of affected civilians, 

Welcoming the ongoing coordination of efforts within the United Nations system, marked by the inter-
agency initiative “United Nations Action against Sexual Violence in Conflict,” to create awareness about sexual 
violence in armed conflicts and post-conflict situations and, ultimately, to put an end to it,

1. Stresses that sexual violence, when used or commissioned as a tactic of war in order to deliberately 
target civilians or as a part of a widespread or systematic attack against civilian populations, can significantly 
exacerbate situations of armed conflict and may impede the restoration of international peace and security, 
affirms in this regard that effective steps to prevent and respond to such acts of sexual violence can significantly 
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contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security, and expresses its readiness, when considering 
situations on the agenda of the Council, to, where necessary, adopt appropriate steps to address widespread or 
systematic sexual violence;

2. Demands the immediate and complete cessation by all parties to armed conflict of all acts of sexual 
violence against civilians with immediate effect;

3. Demands that all parties to armed conflict immediately take appropriate measures to protect civilians, 
including women and girls, from all forms of sexual violence, which could include, inter alia, enforcing appropriate 
military disciplinary measures and upholding the principle of command responsibility, training troops on the 
categorical prohibition of all forms of sexual violence against civilians, debunking myths that fuel sexual violence, 
vetting armed and security forces to take into account past actions of rape and other forms of sexual violence, 
and evacuation of women and children under imminent threat of sexual violence to safety; and requests the 
Secretary-General, where appropriate, to encourage dialogue to address this issue in the context of broader 
discussions of conflict resolution between appropriate UN officials and the parties to the conflict, taking into 
account, inter alia, the views expressed by women of affected local communities;

4. Notes that rape and other forms of sexual violence can constitute a war crime, a crime against humanity, 
or a constitutive act with respect to genocide, stresses the need for the exclusion of sexual violence crimes from 
amnesty provisions in the context of conflict resolution processes, and calls upon Member States to comply with 
their obligations for prosecuting persons responsible for such acts, to ensure that all victims of sexual violence, 
particularly women and girls, have equal protection under the law and equal access to justice, and stresses the 
importance of ending impunity for such acts as part of a comprehensive approach to seeking sustainable peace, 
justice, truth, and national reconciliation;

5. Affirms its intention, when establishing and renewing state-specific sanctions regimes, to take into 
consideration the appropriateness of targeted and graduated measures against parties to situations of armed 
conflict who commit rape and other forms of sexual violence against women and girls in situations of armed 
conflict;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Security Council, the Special Committee on 
Peacekeeping Operations and its Working Group and relevant States, as appropriate, to develop and implement 
appropriate training programs for all peacekeeping and humanitarian personnel deployed by the United Nations 
in the context of missions as mandated by the Council to help them better prevent, recognize and respond to 
sexual violence and other forms of violence against civilians;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue and strengthen efforts to implement the policy of zero 
tolerance of sexual exploitation and abuse in United Nations peacekeeping operations; and urges troop and 
police contributing countries to take appropriate preventative action, including pre-deployment and in-theater 
awareness training, and other action to ensure full accountability in cases of such conduct involving their 
personnel;

8. Encourages troop and police contributing countries, in consultation with the Secretary-General, to 
consider steps they could take to heighten awareness and the responsiveness of their personnel participating 
in UN peacekeeping operations to protect civilians, including women and children, and prevent sexual violence 
against women and girls in conflict and post-conflict situations, including wherever possible the deployment of a 
higher percentage of women peacekeepers or police;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to develop effective guidelines and strategies to enhance the ability of 
relevant UN peacekeeping operations, consistent with their mandates, to protect civilians, including women and 
girls, from all forms of sexual violence and to systematically include in his written reports to the Council on conflict 
situations his observations concerning the protection of women and girls and recommendations in this regard;

10. Requests the Secretary-General and relevant United Nations agencies, inter alia, through consultation 
with women and women-led organizations as appropriate, to develop effective mechanisms for providing 
protection from violence, including in particular sexual violence, to women and girls in and around UN managed 
refugee and internally displaced persons camps, as well as in all disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration 
processes, and in justice and security sector reform efforts assisted by the United Nations; 

11. Stresses the important role the Peacebuilding Commission can play by including in its advice and 
recommendations for post-conflict peacebuilding strategies, where appropriate, ways to address sexual violence 
committed during and in the aftermath of armed conflict, and in ensuring consultation and effective representation 
of women’s civil society in its country-specific configurations, as part of its wider approach to gender issues;

12. Urges the Secretary-General and his Special Envoys to invite women to participate in discussions 
pertinent to the prevention and resolution of conflict, the maintenance of peace and security, and post-conflict 
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peacebuilding, and encourages all parties to such talks to facilitate the equal and full participation of women at 
decision-making levels;

13. Urges all parties concerned, including Member States, United Nations entities and financial institutions, 
to support the development and strengthening of the capacities of national institutions, in particular of judicial and 
health systems, and of local civil society networks in order to provide sustainable assistance to victims of sexual 
violence in armed conflict and post-conflict situations;

14. Urges appropriate regional and sub-regional bodies in particular to consider developing and 
implementing policies, activities, and advocacy for the benefit of women and girls affected by sexual violence in 
armed conflict; 

15. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Council by 30 June 2009 on the 
implementation of this resolution in the context of situations which are on the agenda of the Council, utilizing 
information from available United Nations sources, including country teams, peacekeeping operations, and other 
United Nations personnel, which would include, inter alia, information on situations of armed conflict in which 
sexual violence has been widely or systematically employed against civilians; analysis of the prevalence and 
trends of sexual violence in situations of armed conflict; proposals for strategies to minimize the susceptibility 
of women and girls to such violence; benchmarks for measuring progress in preventing and addressing sexual 
violence; appropriate input from United Nations implementing partners in the field; information on his plans for 
facilitating the collection of timely, objective, accurate, and reliable information on the use of sexual violence 
in situations of armed conflict, including through improved coordination of UN activities on the ground and at 
Headquarters; and information on actions taken by parties to armed conflict to implement their responsibilities as 
described in this resolution, in particular by immediately and completely ceasing all acts of sexual violence and 
in taking appropriate measures to protect women and girls from all forms of sexual violence;

16. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.

Security Council Resolution 1888 (2009)
Adopted by the Security Council at its 6195th meeting, on 30 September 
2009

The Security Council,
Reaffirming its commitment to the continuing and full implementation of resolutions 1325 (2000), 1612 

(2005), 1674 (2006), 1820 (2008) and 1882 (2009) and all relevant statements of its President,
Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General of 16 July 2009 (S/2009/362), but remaining deeply 

concerned over the lack of progress on the issue of sexual violence in situations of armed conflict in particular 
against women and children, notably against girls, and noting as documented in the Secretary-General’s report 
that sexual violence occurs in armed conflicts throughout the world,

Reiterating deep concern that, despite its repeated condemnation of violence against women and children 
including all forms of sexual violence in situations of armed conflict, and despite its calls addressed to all parties 
to armed conflict for the cessation of such acts with immediate effect, such acts continue to occur, and in some 
situations have become systematic or widespread,

Recalling the commitments of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (A/52/231) as well as those 
contained in the outcome document of the twenty-third Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
entitled “Women 2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-First Century” (A/S-23/10/
Rev.1), in particular those concerning women and armed conflict,

Reaffirming the obligations of States Parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, the Optional Protocol thereto, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 
Optional Protocols thereto, and urging states that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to them,

Recalling that international humanitarian law affords general protection to women and children as part 
of the civilian population during armed conflicts and special protection due to the fact that they can be placed 
particularly at risk, 

Recalling the responsibilities of States to end impunity and to prosecute those responsible for genocide, 
crimes against humanity, war crimes and other egregious crimes perpetrated against civilians, and in this regard, 
noting with concern that only limited numbers of perpetrators of sexual violence have been brought to justice, 
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while recognizing that in conflict and in post conflict situations national justice systems may be significantly 
weakened,

Reaffirming that ending impunity is essential if a society in conflict or recovering from conflict is to come 
to terms with past abuses committed against civilians affected by armed conflict and to prevent future such 
abuses, drawing attention to the full range of justice and reconciliation mechanisms to be considered, including 
national, international and “mixed” criminal courts and tribunals and truth and reconciliation commissions, and 
noting that such mechanisms can promote not only individual responsibility for serious crimes, but also peace, 
truth, reconciliation and the rights of the victims,

Recalling the inclusion of a range of sexual violence offences in the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court and the statutes of the ad hoc international criminal tribunals,

Stressing the necessity for all States and non-State parties to conflicts to comply fully with their obligations 
under applicable international law, including the prohibition on all forms of sexual violence,

Recognizing the need for civilian and military leaders, consistent with the principle of command 
responsibility, to demonstrate commitment and political will to prevent sexual violence and to combat impunity 
and enforce accountability, and that inaction can send a message that the incidence of sexual violence in conflicts 
is tolerated,

Emphasizing the importance of addressing sexual violence issues from the outset of peace processes 
and mediation efforts, in order to protect populations at risk and promote full stability, in particular in the areas 
of pre-ceasefire humanitarian access and human rights agreements, ceasefires and ceasefire monitoring, 
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR), Security Sector Reform (SSR) arrangements, justice 
and reparations, post-conflict recovery and development,

Noting with concern the underrepresentation of women in formal peace processes, the lack of mediators 
and ceasefire monitors with proper training in dealing with sexual violence, and the lack of women as Chief or 
Lead peace mediators in United Nations-sponsored peace talks,

Recognizing that the promotion and empowerment of women and that support for women’s organizations 
and networks are essential in the consolidation of peace to promote the equal and full participation of women 
and encouraging Member States, donors, and civil society, including non-governmental organizations, to provide 
support in this respect,

Welcoming the inclusion of women in peacekeeping missions in civil, military and police functions, and 
recognizing that women and children affected by armed conflict may feel more secure working with and reporting 
abuse to women in peacekeeping missions, and that the presence of women peacekeepers may encourage 
local women to participate in the national armed and security forces, thereby helping to build a security sector 
that is accessible and responsive to all, especially women,

Welcoming the efforts of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations to develop gender guidelines 
for military personnel in peacekeeping operations to facilitate the implementation of resolutions 1325 (2000) 
and 1820 (2008), and operational guidance to assist civilian, military and police components of peacekeeping 
missions to effectively implement resolution 1820 (2008),

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of 16 July 2009 (S/2009/362) and stressing that 
the present resolution does not seek to make any legal determination as to whether situations that are referred 
to in the Secretary-General’s report are or are not armed conflicts within the context of the Geneva Conventions 
and the Additional Protocols thereto, nor does it prejudge the legal status of the non-State parties involved in 
these situations,

Recalling the Council’s decision in resolution 1882 of 4 August 2009 (S/RES/1882) to expand the Annexed 
list in the Secretary General’s annual report on Children and Armed Conflict of parties in situations of armed 
conflict engaged in the recruitment or use of children in violation of international law to also include those parties 
to armed conflict that engage, in contravention of applicable international law, in patterns of killing and maiming 
of children and/or rape and other sexual violence against children, in situations of armed conflict,

Noting the role currently assigned to the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues to monitor 
implementation of resolution 1325 and to promote gender mainstreaming within the United Nations system, 
women’s empowerment and gender equality, and expressing the importance of effective coordination within the 
United Nations system in these areas,

Recognizing that States bear the primary responsibility to respect and ensure the human rights of their 
citizens, as well as all individuals within their territory as provided for by relevant international law, 
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Reaffirming that parties to armed conflict bear the primary responsibility to take all feasible steps to ensure 
the protection of affected civilians, 

Reiterating its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security and, in this 
connection, its commitment to continue to address the widespread impact of armed conflict on civilians, including 
with regard to sexual violence,

1. Reaffirms that sexual violence, when used or commissioned as a tactic of war in order to deliberately 
target civilians or as a part of a widespread or systematic attack against civilian populations, can significantly 
exacerbate situations of armed conflict and may impede the restoration of international peace and security; 
affirms in this regard that effective steps to prevent and respond to such acts of sexual violence can significantly 
contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security; and expresses its readiness, when considering 
situations on the agenda of the Council, to take, where necessary, appropriate steps to address widespread or 
systematic sexual violence in situations of armed conflict;

2. Reiterates its demand for the complete cessation by all parties to armed conflict of all acts of sexual 
violence with immediate effect; 

3. Demands that all parties to armed conflict immediately take appropriate measures to protect civilians, 
including women and children, from all forms of sexual violence, including measures such as, inter alia, enforcing 
appropriate military disciplinary measures and upholding the principle of command responsibility, training 
troops on the categorical prohibition of all forms of sexual violence against civilians, debunking myths that fuel 
sexual violence and vetting candidates for national armies and security forces to ensure the exclusion of those 
associated with serious violations of international humanitarian and human rights law, including sexual violence;

4. Requests that the United Nations Secretary-General appoint a Special Representative to provide coherent 
and strategic leadership, to work effectively to strengthen existing United Nations coordination mechanisms, and 
to engage in advocacy efforts, inter alia with governments, including military and judicial representatives, as well 
as with all parties to armed conflict and civil society, in order to address, at both headquarters and country level, 
sexual violence in armed conflict, while promoting cooperation and coordination of efforts among all relevant 
stakeholders, primarily through the inter-agency initiative “United Nations Action Against Sexual Violence in 
Conflict”;

5. Encourages the entities comprising UN Action Against Sexual Violence in Conflict, as well as other 
relevant parts of the United Nations system, to support the work of the aforementioned Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General and to continue and enhance cooperation and information sharing among all relevant 
stakeholders in order to reinforce coordination and avoid overlap at the headquarters and country levels and 
improve system-wide response;

6. Urges States to undertake comprehensive legal and judicial reforms, as appropriate, in conformity with 
international law, without delay and with a view to bringing perpetrators of sexual violence in conflicts to justice 
and to ensuring that survivors have access to justice, are treated with dignity throughout the justice process and 
are protected and receive redress for their suffering;

7. Urges all parties to a conflict to ensure that all reports of sexual violence committed by civilians or by 
military personnel are thoroughly investigated and the alleged perpetrators brought to justice, and that civilian 
superiors and military commanders, in accordance with international humanitarian law, use their authority and 
powers to prevent sexual violence, including by combating impunity;

8. Calls upon the Secretary-General to identify and take the appropriate measures to deploy rapidly a 
team of experts to situations of particular concern with respect to sexual violence in armed conflict, working 
through the United Nations presence on the ground and with the consent of the host government, to assist 
national authorities to strengthen the rule of law, and recommends making use of existing human resources 
within the United Nations system and voluntary contributions, drawing upon requisite expertise, as appropriate, 
in the rule of law, civilian and military judicial systems, mediation, criminal investigation, security sector reform, 
witness protection, fair trial standards, and public outreach; to, inter alia:

(a) Work closely with national legal and judicial officials and other personnel in the relevant governments’ 
civilian and military justice systems to address impunity, including by the strengthening of national 
capacity, and drawing attention to the full range of justice mechanisms to be considered;
(b) Identify gaps in national response and encourage a holistic national approach to address sexual 
violence in armed conflict, including by enhancing criminal accountability, responsiveness to victims, 
and judicial capacity;
(c) Make recommendations to coordinate domestic and international efforts and resources to reinforce 
the government’s ability to address sexual violence in armed conflict;
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(d) Work with the United Nations Mission, Country Team, and the aforementioned Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General as appropriate towards the full implementation of the measures called for by 
resolution 1820 (2008);

9. Encourages States, relevant United Nations entities and civil society, as appropriate, to provide 
assistance in close cooperation with national authorities to build national capacity in the judicial and law 
enforcement systems in situations of particular concern with respect to sexual violence in armed conflict; 

10. Reiterates its intention, when adopting or renewing targeted sanctions in situations of armed conflict, 
to consider including, where appropriate, designation criteria pertaining to acts of rape and other forms of sexual 
violence; and calls upon all peacekeeping and other relevant United Nations missions and United Nations bodies, 
in particular the Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict, to share with relevant United Nations Security 
Council sanctions committees, including through relevant United Nations Security Council Sanction Committees’ 
monitoring groups and groups of experts, all pertinent information about sexual violence;

11. Expresses its intention to ensure that resolutions to establish or renew peacekeeping mandates 
contain provisions, as appropriate, on the prevention of, and response to, sexual violence, with corresponding 
reporting requirements to the Council;

12. Decides to include specific provisions, as appropriate, for the protection of women and children from 
rape and other sexual violence in the mandates of United Nations peacekeeping operations, including, on a 
case-by-case basis, the identification of women’s protection advisers (WPAs) among gender advisers and human 
rights protection units, and requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the need for, and the number and roles 
of WPAs are systematically assessed during the preparation of each United Nations peacekeeping operation;

13. Encourages States, with the support of the international community, to increase access to health care, 
psychosocial support, legal assistance and socio economic reintegration services for victims of sexual violence, 
in particular in rural areas;

14. Expresses its intention to make better usage of periodical field visits to conflict areas, through the 
organization of interactive meetings with the local women and women’s organizations in the field about the 
concerns and needs of women in areas of armed conflict;

15. Encourages leaders at the national and local level, including traditional leaders where they exist and 
religious leaders, to play a more active role in sensitizing communities on sexual violence to avoid marginalization 
and stigmatization of victims, to assist with their social reintegration, and to combat a culture of impunity for these 
crimes;

16. Urges the Secretary General, Member States and the heads of regional organizations to take measures 
to increase the representation of women in mediation processes and decision-making processes with regard to 
conflict resolution and peacebuilding;

17. Urges that issues of sexual violence be included in all United Nations sponsored peace negotiation 
agendas, and also urges inclusion of sexual violence issues from the outset of peace processes in such situations, 
in particular in the areas of pre-ceasefires, humanitarian access and human rights agreements, ceasefires and 
ceasefire monitoring, DDR and SSR arrangements, vetting of armed and security forces, justice, reparations, 
and recovery/development;

18. Reaffirms the role of the Peacebuilding Commission in promoting inclusive gender-based approaches 
to reducing instability in post-conflict situations, noting the important role of women in rebuilding society, and 
urges the Peacebuilding Commission to encourage all parties in the countries on its agenda to incorporate and 
implement measures to reduce sexual violence in post-conflict strategies;

19. Encourages Member States to deploy greater numbers of female military and police personnel to 
United Nations peacekeeping operations, and to provide all military and police personnel with adequate training 
to carry out their responsibilities;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that technical support is provided to troop and police 
contributing countries, in order to include guidance for military and police personnel on addressing sexual 
violence in predeployment and induction training;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to continue and strengthen efforts to implement the policy of zero 
tolerance of sexual exploitation and abuse in United Nations peacekeeping operations; and urges troop and 
police contributing countries to take appropriate preventative action, including predeployment and in-theater 
awareness training, and other action to ensure full accountability in cases of such conduct involving their 
personnel;
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22. Requests that the Secretary-General continue to direct all relevant United Nations entities to take 
specific measures to ensure systematic mainstreaming of gender issues within their respective institutions, 
including by ensuring allocation of adequate financial and human resources within all relevant offices and 
departments and on the ground, as well as to strengthen, within their respective mandates, their cooperation 
and coordination when addressing the issue of sexual violence in armed conflict;

23. Urges relevant Special Representatives and the Emergency Relief Coordinator of the Secretary-
General, with strategic and technical support from the UN Action network, to work with Member States to develop 
joint Government- United Nations Comprehensive Strategies to Combat Sexual Violence, in consultation with 
all relevant stakeholders, and to regularly provide updates on this in their standard reporting to Headquarters;

24. Requests that the Secretary-General ensure more systematic reporting on incidents of trends, 
emerging patterns of attack, and early warning indicators of the use of sexual violence in armed conflict in all 
relevant reports to the Council, and encourages the Special Representatives of the Secretary-General, the 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur on Violence 
against Women, and the Chairperson(s) of UN Action to provide, in coordination with the aforementioned Special 
Representative, additional briefings and documentation on sexual violence in armed conflict to the Council;

25. Requests the Secretary-General to include, where appropriate, in his regular reports on individual 
peacekeeping operations, information on steps taken to implement measures to protect civilians, particularly 
women and children, against sexual violence;

26. Requests the Secretary-General, taking into account the proposals contained in his report as well as 
any other relevant elements, to devise urgently and preferably within three months, specific proposals on ways 
to ensure monitoring and reporting in a more effective and efficient way within the existing United Nations system 
on the protection of women and children from rape and other sexual violence in armed conflict and post-conflict 
situations, utilizing expertise from the United Nations system and the contributions of national Governments, 
regional organizations, non-governmental organizations in their advisory capacity and various civil society 
actors, in order to provide timely, objective, accurate and reliable information on gaps in United Nations entities 
response, for consideration in taking appropriate action;

27. Requests that the Secretary-General continue to submit annual reports to the Council on 
the implementation of Resolution 1820 (2008) and to submit his next report by September of 2010 on the 
implementation of this resolution and Resolution 1820 (2008) to include, inter alia:

(a) a detailed coordination and strategy plan on the timely and ethical collection of information;
(b) updates on efforts by United Nations Mission focal points on sexual violence to work closely with 
the Resident Coordination/Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC), the United Nations Country Team, and, 
where appropriate, the aforementioned Special Representative and/or the Team of Experts, to address 
sexual violence;
(c) information regarding parties to armed conflict that are credibly suspected of committing patterns of 
rape or other forms of sexual violence, in situations that are on the Council’s agenda;

28. Decides to review, taking into account the process established by General Assembly resolution 63/311 
regarding a United Nations composite gender entity, the mandates of the Special Representative requested in 
operative paragraph 4 and the Team of Experts in operative paragraph 8 within two years, and as appropriate 
thereafter;

29. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.

Security Council Resolution 1889 (2009)
Adopted by the Security Council at its 6196th meeting, on 5 October 2009

The Security Council,
Reaffirming its commitment to the continuing and full implementation, in a mutually reinforcing manner, 

of resolutions 1325 (2000), 1612 (2005), 1674 (2006), 1820 (2008), 1882 (2009), 1888 (2009) and all relevant 
Statements of its Presidents, 

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and bearing in mind the 
primary responsibility of the Security Council under the Charter for the maintenance of international peace and 
security, 
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Recalling the resolve expressed in the 2005 United Nations General Assembly World Summit Outcome 
Document (A/RES/60/1) to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls, the obligations of States 
Parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Optional 
Protocol thereto, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocols thereto, recalling also 
the commitments contained in the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action as well as those contained in the 
outcome document of the twenty-third Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly entitled “Women 
2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-First Century” (A/S-23/10/Rev.1), in particular 
those concerning women and armed conflict,

Having considered the report of the Secretary General (S/2009/465) of 16 September 2009 and stressing 
that the present resolution does not seek to make any legal determination as to whether situations that are 
referred to in the Secretary-General’s report are or are not armed conflicts within the context of the Geneva 
Conventions and the Additional Protocols thereto, nor does it prejudge the legal status of the non-State parties 
involved in these situations,

Welcoming the efforts of Member States in implementing its resolution 1325 (2000) at the national level, 
including the development of national action plans, and encouraging Member States to continue to pursue such 
implementation, 

Reiterating the need for the full, equal and effective participation of women at all stages of peace processes 
given their vital role in the prevention and resolution of conflict and peacebuilding, reaffirming the key role women 
can play in re-establishing the fabric of recovering society and stressing the need for their involvement in the 
development and implementation of post-conflict strategies in order to take into account their perspectives and 
needs, 

Expressing deep concern about the under-representation of women at all stages of peace processes, 
particularly the very low numbers of women in formal roles in mediation processes and stressing the need to 
ensure that women are appropriately appointed at decision-making levels, as high level mediators, and within 
the composition of the mediators’ teams,

Remaining deeply concerned about the persistent obstacles to women’s full involvement in the prevention 
and resolution of conflicts and participation in postconflict public life, as a result of violence and intimidation, 
lack of security and lack of rule of law, cultural discrimination and stigmatization, including the rise of extremist 
or fanatical views on women, and socio-economic factors including the lack of access to education, and in this 
respect, recognizing that the marginalization of women can delay or undermine the achievement of durable 
peace, security and reconciliation,

Recognizing the particular needs of women and girls in post-conflict situations, including, inter alia, 
physical security, health services including reproductive and mental health, ways to ensure their livelihoods, 
land and property rights, employment, as well as their participation in decision-making and postconflict planning, 
particularly at early stages of post-conflict peacebuilding,

Noting that despite progress, obstacles to strengthening women’s participation in conflict prevention, 
conflict resolution and peacebuilding remain, expressing concern that women’s capacity to engage in public 
decision making and economic recovery often does not receive adequate recognition or financing in post-
conflict situations, and underlining that funding for women’s early recovery needs is vital to increase women’s 
empowerment, which can contribute to effective post-conflict peacebuilding,

Noting that women in situations of armed conflict and post-conflict situations continue to be often considered 
as victims and not as actors in addressing and resolving situations of armed conflict and stressing the need to 
focus not only on protection of women but also on their empowerment in peacebuilding, 

Recognizing that an understanding of the impact of situations of armed conflict on women and girls, 
including as refugees and internally displaced persons, adequate and rapid response to their particular needs, 
and effective institutional arrangements to guarantee their protection and full participation in the peace process, 
particularly at early stages of post-conflict peacebuilding, can significantly contribute to the maintenance and 
promotion of international peace and security,

Welcoming the United Nations initiative to develop a system similar to that pioneered by the United 
Nations Development Programme to allow decision-makers to track gender-related allocations in United Nations 
Development Group Multi-Donor Trust Funds,

Welcoming the efforts of the Secretary-General to appoint more women to senior United Nations positions, 
particularly in field missions, as a tangible step towards providing United Nations leadership on implementation 
of its resolution 1325 (2000),
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Welcoming the upcoming establishment of a United Nations Steering Committee to enhance visibility and 
strengthen coordination within the United Nations system regarding the preparations for the 10th anniversary of 
resolution 1325 (2000),

Encouraging relevant actors to organize events during 2009-2010 at the global, regional and national 
levels to increase awareness about resolution 1325 (2000), including ministerial events, to renew commitments to 
“Women and peace and security”, and to identify ways to address remaining and new challenges in implementing 
resolution 1325 (2000) in the future,

1. Urges Member States, international and regional organisations to take further measures to improve 
women’s participation during all stages of peace processes, particularly in conflict resolution, post-conflict 
planning and peacebuilding, including by enhancing their engagement in political and economic decision-making 
at early stages of recovery processes, through inter alia promoting women’s leadership and capacity to engage 
in aid management and planning, supporting women’s organizations, and countering negative societal attitudes 
about women’s capacity to participate equally; 

2. Reiterates its call for all parties in armed conflicts to respect fully international law applicable to the 
rights and protection of women and girls; 

3. Strongly condemns all violations of applicable international law committed against women and girls 
in situations of armed conflicts and post-conflict situations, demands all parties to conflicts to cease such acts 
with immediate effect, and emphasizes the responsibility of all States to put an end to impunity and to prosecute 
those responsible for all forms of violence committed against women and girls in armed conflicts, including rape 
and other sexual violence;

4. Calls upon the Secretary-General to develop a strategy, including through appropriate training, 
to increase the number of women appointed to pursue good offices on his behalf, particularly as Special 
Representatives and Special Envoys, and to take measures to increase women’s participation in United Nations 
political, peacebuilding and peacekeeping missions;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that all country reports to the Security Council provide 
information on the impact of situations of armed conflict on women and girls, their particular needs in post-conflict 
situations and obstacles to attaining those needs;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that relevant United Nations bodies, in cooperation with 
Member States and civil society, collect data on, analyze and systematically assess particular needs of women 
and girls in post-conflict situations, including, inter alia, information on their needs for physical security and 
participation in decision-making and post-conflict planning, in order to improve system-wide response to those 
needs;

7. Expresses its intention, when establishing and renewing the mandates of United Nations missions, 
to include provisions on the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women in post-conflict 
situations, and requests the Secretary-General to continue, as appropriate, to appoint gender advisors and/
or women-protection advisors to United Nations missions and asks them, in cooperation with United Nations 
Country Teams, to render technical assistance and improved coordination efforts to address recovery needs of 
women and girls in postconflict situations;

8. Urges Member States to ensure gender mainstreaming in all post-conflict peacebuilding and recovery 
processes and sectors; 

9. Urges Member States, United Nations bodies, donors and civil society to ensure that women’s 
empowerment is taken into account during post-conflict needs assessments and planning, and factored into 
subsequent funding disbursements and programme activities, including through developing transparent analysis 
and tracking of funds allocated for addressing women’s needs in the post-conflict phase;

10. Encourages Member States in post-conflict situations, in consultation with civil society, including 
women’s organizations, to specify in detail women and girls’ needs and priorities and design concrete strategies, 
in accordance with their legal systems, to address those needs and priorities, which cover inter alia support for 
greater physical security and better socio-economic conditions, through education, income generating activities, 
access to basic services, in particular health services, including sexual and reproductive health and reproductive 
rights and mental health, gender-responsive law enforcement and access to justice, as well as enhancing 
capacity to engage in public decision-making at all levels;

11. Urges Member States, United Nations bodies and civil society, including non-governmental 
organizations, to take all feasible measures to ensure women and girls’ equal access to education in post-
conflict situations, given the vital role of education in the promotion of women’s participation in post-conflict 
decisionmaking;
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12. Calls upon all parties to armed conflicts to respect the civilian and humanitarian character of refugee 
camps and settlements, and ensure the protection of all civilians inhabiting such camps, in particular women 
and girls, from all forms of violence, including rape and other sexual violence, and to ensure full, unimpeded and 
secure humanitarian access to them;

13. Calls upon all those involved in the planning for disarmament, demobilization and reintegration to 
take into account particular needs of women and girls associated with armed forces and armed groups and their 
children, and provide for their full access to these programmes;

14. Encourages the Peacebuilding Commission and Peacebuilding Support Office to continue to ensure 
systematic attention to and mobilisation of resources for advancing gender equality and women’s empowerment 
as an integral part of postconflict peacebuilding, and to encourage the full participation of women in this process;

15. Request the Secretary-General, in his agenda for action to improve the United Nations’ peacebuilding 
efforts, to take account of the need to improve the participation of women in political and economic decision-
making from the earliest stages of the peacebuilding process;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure full transparency, cooperation and coordination of efforts 
between the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict and the Special 
Representative of the Secretary General on sexual violence and armed conflict whose appointment has been 
requested by its resolution 1888 (2009);

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Security Council within 6 months, for consideration, 
a set of indicators for use at the global level to track implementation of its resolution 1325 (2000), which could 
serve as a common basis for reporting by relevant United Nations entities, other international and regional 
organizations, and Member States, on the implementation of resolution 1325 (2000) in 2010 and beyond;

18. Requests the Secretary-General, within the report requested in S/PRST/2007/40, to also include a 
review of progress in the implementation of its resolution 1325 (2000), an assessment of the processes by which 
the Security Council receives, analyses and takes action on information pertinent to resolution 1325 (2000), 
recommendations on further measures to improve coordination across the United Nations system, and with 
Member States and civil society to deliver implementation, and data on women’s participation in United Nations 
missions; 

19. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Security Council within 12 months on 
addressing women’s participation and inclusion in peacebuilding and planning in the aftermath of conflict, taking 
into consideration the views of the Peacebuilding Commission and to include, inter alia: 

a. Analysis on the particular needs of women and girls in post-conflict situations,
b. Challenges to women’s participation in conflict resolution and peacebuilding and gender 
mainstreaming in all early post-conflict planning, financing and recovery processes,
c. Measures to support national capacity in planning for and financing responses to the needs of 
women and girls in post-conflict situations, 
d. Recommendations for improving international and national responses to the needs of women 
and girls in post-conflict situations, including the development of effective financial and institutional 
arrangements to guarantee women’s full and equal participation in the peacebuilding process,

20. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.


