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M E E T I N G  

 
 TIMETABLE OF THE  

2018 HUMAN DIMENSION IMPLEMENTATION MEETING AND  
SIDE EVENTS AS SUBMITTED BY CONVENORS 

 
The side events below have been exclusively organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of participants of the Human Dimension 

Implementation Meeting. The below descriptions have been provided by the organizers. They have been lightly edited by ODIHR for 
language but not for content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers. Neither the text below nor the events themselves 

necessarily reflect the views of the OSCE. 
 
 Monday 10 September 2018 
Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
  
 
 
 
 

OPENING PLENARY SESSION 
 
Chair: Mrs. Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR) 
 
Opening remarks:  
Mrs. Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir, Director of ODIHR 
 
Opening statements: 
Mr. Jacek Czaputowicz, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Poland 
Amb. Alessandro Azzoni, Italian OSCE Chairmanship, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Italy to the 
OSCE in Vienna 
Mr. George Tsereteli, President, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 
Amb. Lamberto Zannier, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities  
Mr. Harlem Désir, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 
Amb. Paul Bekkers, Director, Office of the OSCE Secretary General 
 
Keynote Speaker:  
Mr. Michael O'Flaherty, Director of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency  
 
Technical information: Ms. Katarzyna Gardapkhadze, First Deputy Director of ODIHR 
 
Statements by Delegations 
 

Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Human Rights beyond the Playing Field: example of the FIFA World Cup 2018 
Convenor: International Network - Youth Human Rights Movement 
Co-convenors: Human Rights Watch; Moscow Helsinki Group; International Civic Initiative for OSCE (ICI 
OSCE) 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Electoral law reforms in Armenia, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine 
Convenor: European Exchange 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Implementation of the recommendations of the international election missions in Ukraine: assessment of 
progress on the eve of the presidential and parliamentary elections 
Convenor: Civil Network OPORA 
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Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------- 
18.30-21.00 
 

WORKING SESSION 1 
 
Democratic institutions, including democracy at the national, regional and local levels, and democratic 
elections  
 
Introducers:  Ms. Svetlana B. Artikova, Deputy Chairperson of the Senate of the Oliy Majlis of the Republic 

of Uzbekistan 
  Mr. Maarten Halff, Head of Policy, United Nations Electoral Assistance Division 
Moderator:  Mr. Alexander Shlyk, Head of Elections Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Ms. Susan Conlon, Deputy Head of Mission, Permanent Mission of Ireland to the OSCE 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reception hosted by the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs & the Italian OSCE Chairmanship  
(Villa Foksal, Foksal 3/5, 00-366 Warszawa) 
 

 Tuesday 11 September 2018 
Morning 
08.15-09.45 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Implementing the Nelson Mandela Rules on the Treatment of Prisoners: new guidance and country 
experience 
Convenor: Penal Reform International 
Co-convenors: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: The way to the truth. The life of Ukrainian front-line cities in the context of transitional justice 
Convenor: Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Launch of the OSCE Group of Friends of Safety of Journalists: How to increase cooperation between 
participating States and media actors 
Convenor: Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the OSCE 
 

Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 2  (specifically selected topic) 
 
Freedom of the Media 
 
Introducers:  Mr. Harlem Desir, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 
 Mr. Matthew Caruana Galizia, Journalist 
Moderator:  Ms. Katarzyna Gardapkhadze, First Deputy Director, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Rev. Fredrik Hansen, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Holy See to the OSCE 
 

Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Using New Technologies to Observe Elections 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Ethical standards in journalism: erosion or revival? 
Convenor: Office of the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine  
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: (In)human dimension in Russia: Testimonies of human rights NGOs 
Convenor: SOLIDARUS e.V. 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Human rights and freedom of media in Crimea 
Convenor: Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the OSCE in Vienna 
 
Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 
Title: Strengths and gaps of independent media in Eastern Partnership - The case of Moldova 
Convenor: Permanent Mission of Latvia to the OSCE 
Co-convenors: Delegation of Canada to the OSCE; Permanent Mission of Germany to the OSCE; Permanent 
Delegation of Sweden to the OSCE 
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Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 3 (specifically selected topic) 
 
Freedom of the Media  
 

Introducers:  Mr. Marcin de Kaminski, Human rights activist 
Ms. Dilara Arstanbaeva, Judge of the Supreme Court of Kyrgyzstan 

Moderator:  Mr. Frane Maroevic, Director/OSCE Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media 
Rapporteur:  Ms. Helen Teasdale, First Secretary/Political-Human Dimension, United Kingdom 

Delegation to the OSCE 
 

Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Protecting Freedom of Expression and other Human Rights while Preventing and Countering Violent 
Extremism on the Internet 
Convenor: OSCE Secretariat, Action Against Terrorism Unit; OSCE Office of the Representative on Freedom of 
the Media 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Defence for the Defenders: Lawyers and attorneys under attack for participation in politically motivated 
cases in the post-Soviet area 
Convenor: Open Dialog Foundation 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: The right to freedom of speech and opinion in Ukraine: threats and opportunities 
Convenor: Media Holding Vesti Ukraine 
Co-convenor: Human rights platform Uspishna Varta 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Crime and punishment engendered by the armed conflict in Donbas 
Convenor: Center for Civil Liberties 
 

 Wednesday 12 September 2018 
Morning  
08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Global Magnitsky Laws and Civil Society—Informing and Strengthening Human Rights Sanctions 
Convenor: Human Rights First 
 
Opera Meeting Room  
Title: Ending the torture trade: Opportunities for OSCE engagement 
Convenor: Omega Research Foundation 
Co-convenors: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Professional Journalism: Survival in the Age of Globalized Information 
Convenor: OSCE Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Enforced Disappearances and Extrajudicial Executions in Turkmenistan: Some Progress, but More Steps 
Needed Urgently to Save Lives. Briefing of the “Prove They Are Alive!” campaign with the support of the Civic 
Solidarity Platform 
Convenor: Centre for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights 
Co-convenors: Crude Accountability; Freedom Files Foundation; Human Rights Centre “Memorial”; Human 
Rights Watch; Norwegian Helsinki Committee 
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Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 4 
 
Rule of law I, including independence of the judiciary, right to a fair trial, democratic law-making 
 
Introducers:  Ms. Nina Betetto, Judge of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Slovenia and Vice President 

of the Consultative Council of European Judges of the Council of Europe 
 Mr. Murray Hunt, Director of the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law 
 Ms. Simona Granata-Menghini, Deputy Secretary of the Venice Commission 
Moderator:  Dr. Marcin Walecki, Head, Democratization Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Mr. Bostjan Sirnik, Minister Counsellor, Permanent Representation of the Republic of Slovenia 

to the UN, OSCE and other International Organisations in Vienna 
 

Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: The current situation of civil and political rights in Belarus: first-hand information from inside 
Convenor: Assembly of Pro-Democratic NGOs of Belarus 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Corruption and the suppression of civic activists 
Convenor: Netherlands Helsinki Committee 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Safety of Female Journalists Online: Closing the knowledge and data gap 
Convenor: Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media  
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Tainted by Torture: Safeguards against the use of torture and coercion in the context of the global growth 
of trial waiver systems 
Convenor: Fair Trials 
 
Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 
Title: Tajikistan 2018 - No Freedom Beyond This Point 
Convenor: Global Advocates Foundation 
Co-convenors: University of Exeter; Freedom Now; Human Rights Watch; Fair Trials International 
 

Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 5  
 
Rule of law II, including prevention of arbitrary arrest, detention or exile, and prevention of torture, 
exchange of views on the question of abolition of capital punishment, protection of human rights in the 
fight against terrorism 
 
Introducers:  Ms. Natalia Taubina, Coordinator of Torture Prevention for the Civic Solidarity Platform and 

Director of the Public Verdict Foundation 
Mr. Jago Russel, Chief Executive, Fair Trials 

Moderator:           Mr. Omer Fisher, Head, Human Rights Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Mr. John Svensson, First Secretary, Permanent Delegation of Sweden to the OSCE 
 

Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Public order squads in Ukraine: trends and threats for human rights 
Convenor: Association of Ukrainian Human Rights Monitors on Law-Enforcement (UMDPL); 
Co-convenors: International Partnership for Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: The shrinking space for activism in post-soviet countries: the cases of Moldova and Kazakhstan 
Convenor: Federazione Italiana Diritti Umani - Comitato Italiano Helsinki (FIDU) 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Addressing the threats and challenges of “foreign terrorist fighters” within a human rights framework: 
presentation of new ODIHR publication 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights  
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Meeting Room 2 
Title: Human Rights in an era of Global Cooperation on Counter-Terrorism and Anti-Extremism 
Convenor: Fair Trials  
 

 Thursday 13 September 2018 
Morning 
08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Religious Freedom in the Eastern countries: Myth or reality 
Convenor: Coordination des Associations et des Particuliers pour la Liberté de Conscience 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Presentation of main areas of interest of the OSCE incoming Slovak Chairmanship 
Convenor: Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Violation of Human Rights and International Law in Crimea 
Convenor: Truth Hounds- Georgia 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Civil front against ant-Muslim and anti-Migrant culture 
Convenor: Emisco - European Muslim Initiative for Social Cohesion 
 

Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
  
 
 

WORKING SESSION 6 
 
Tolerance and non-discrimination I, including combating anti-Semitism, combating intolerance and 
discrimination based on religion or belief, including against Christians, Muslims and members of other 
religions 
 
Introducers:  Dr. Emilia Roig, Director of the Center for Intersectional Justice, Berlin 

Dr. Zilka Spahic Siljak, TPO Fondacija 
Rabbi Andrew Baker, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on 
Combating Anti-Semitism 
Prof. Salvatore Martinez, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on 
Combating Racism, Xenophobia and Discrimination, also focusing on Intolerance and 
Discrimination against Christians and Members of Other Religions 
Prof. Bülent Şenay, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on Combating 
Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims 

Moderator:  Ms. Cristina M. Finch, Head, Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Ms. Aida Balganova, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan to the International Organizations in Vienna 
 

Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Impunity for Hate Crimes based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity in Central Asia 
Convenor: COC Netherlands 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Human Rights in Belarus in the context of global processes in the region 
Convenor: Belarusian House Foundation 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: New technologies, Democracy and Fundamental Rights 
Convenor: ePanstwo Foundation 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Restrictions on freedom of speech in Baltic states and Ukraine 
Convenor: Center of Socio-Political Sciences ''Russian Baltic'' 
 
Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 
Title: Freedom of Belief, No discrimination and Tolerance: Myth or reality in the OSCE region? 
Convenor: Church of Scientology Public Affairs and Human Rights Office 
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Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 7  
 
Fundamental freedoms I, including freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief 
 
Introducers:  Mr. Marco Ventura, Professor and member of ODIHR Panel of Experts on Freedom of 

Religion or Belief 
Ms. Mariam Gavtadze, Head of Legal Programs and Member of the Board of Directors of the 
Tolerance and Diversity Institute in Georgia 

Moderator:  Ms. Jennifer Croft, Deputy Head, Human Rights Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Ms. Olga Rakic, Political Adviser, Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the OSCE, the United 

Nations and to the International Organizations in Vienna 
 

Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Tolerance and non-discrimination 
Convenor: Alov (Flame) Christian Religious Community  
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: How Do Ordinary People Act in Times of Genocide? 
Convenor: U.S. Department of State 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: The role of Civil Society in Addressing Hate Crime: A Discussion of Different Approaches and New 
ODIHR Tools 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 

 Friday 14 September 2018 
Morning 
08.15-09.45 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Advancing political participation of youth through policy and legal measures 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: How to address anti-Semitism through education? 
Convenor: Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic 
Co-convenors: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights ; Federal Ministry Republic of 
Austria; Federal Foreign Office of Germany; Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Italy; 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland ; Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of 
Luxembourg 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Crimean Tatar people: how to practise and revitalize traditions and culture of indigenous people. 
Documentary screening and open discussion. 
Convenor: Gasprinski Institute for Geostrategy 
 

Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 8 
 
Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued), including rights of persons belonging to national 
minorities, and preventing aggressive nationalism, racism and chauvinism 
 
Introducers:  Prof. Fernand de Varennes, Dean of the Faculty of Law at the University of Moncton, United 

Nations Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues 
Dr. Petra Roter, Associate Professor of International Relations at the University of Ljubljana, 
former President of the Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention on National 
Minorities (2016-2018) 

Moderator:  Mr. William Romans, Senior Legal Adviser, HCNM 
Rapporteur:  Ms. Anna Pogwizd, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Poland to the 

OSCE in Vienna 
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Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: How Universal is “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights”? 
Convenor: Soteria International 
Co-convenors: European Office of the Church of Scientology for Public Affairs and Human Rights; Fundacion 
para la Mejora de la Vida, la Cultura y la Sociedad 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Uzbekistan: Reform, Human Rights, and Accountability for Past Abuses 
Convenor: Human Rights Watch 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Legislationline.org – ODIHR legislative database 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Racism, intolerance and violence against Roma and Sinti in the OSCE area 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
Co-convenors: European Roma Rights Centre; Central Council of German Sinti and Roma 
 

Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 9 
 
Tolerance and non-discrimination II, including Roma and Sinti issues, including implementation of the 
OSCE Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti 
 
Introducers:  Ms. Rita Izsák-Ndiaye, Member of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination (CERD) 
Mr. Ciprian Necula, Political Analyst and Human Rights Activists 

Moderator: Mr. Dan Doghi, Senior Adviser on Roma and Sinti Issues, Chief of the CPRSI, ODIHR 
Rapporteur: Mr. Vahe Gevorgyan,  Deputy Head of Delegation, Delegation of the Republic of Armenia to 

the OSCE 
 

Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Tajikistan Continues Severe Violations of Human Rights 
Convenor: Association of Central Asian Migrants 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Seeking for the truth and justice in Ukraine 
Convenor: Truth Hounds- Georgia 
 
Meeting Room 2  
Title: Presentation of the Annual Report ’Xenophobia, Radicalism and Hate Crime in Europe, 2017-18’ 
Convenor: European Center for Democracy Development 
 
Opera Meeting Room  
Title: Independence of judiciary 
Convenor: Commissioner for Human Rights Protection, Poland 
 

 Monday 17 September 2018 
Morning 
08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Protecting and promoting human rights by protecting Human Rights Defenders – best practice for states, 
institutions and civil society 
Convenor: United Kingdom Delegation to the OSCE 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Torture in Ukraine Between Reform and Impunity 
Convenor: Expert Center for Human Rights 
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Meeting Room 2 
Title: Fundamental freedoms in Azerbaijan, a complete pullback from the basic principles of the OSCE 
Convenor: Institute for Reporters' Freedom and Safety 
 

Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 10  
 
Fundamental freedoms I (continued), including freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful assembly and 
association, national human rights institutions and the role of civil society in the protection of human 
rights, and freedom of movement 
 
Introducers:  Ms. Ena Bavcic, Programme Officer and Country Representative of Civil Rights Defenders in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Mr. Arman Tatoyan, Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armenia 

Moderator:  Mr. Omer Fisher, Head, Human Rights Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Mr. Jürgen Heissel, Minister Plenipotentiary, Deputy Head of Mission for Human Dimension, 

Permanent Mission of Austria to the OSCE 
 

Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Human Rights in Crimea: Female Perspective 
Convenor: Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Persecution of journalists and hate speech in Crimea 
Convenor: Crimean Human Rights Group 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Promoting human rights compliant assembly policing practices in the Western Balkan region 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
Co-convenors: OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina, ECNL 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: “A state-led assault on online expression in the OSCE Region: How is it facilitated and how can we resist?” 
Convenor: ARTICLE 19 
 
Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 
Title: Independence of judiciary – main challenges in times of rule of law crisis in Poland and Hungary 
Convenor: Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 
 

Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 11 
 
Fundamental freedoms I (continued), including freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful assembly and 
association, national human rights institutions and the role of civil society in the protection of human 
rights, and freedom of movement 
 
Introducer:  Ms. Helen Darbishire, Human rights activist 
                             Ms. Irina Dincu, Senior Program Specialist, International Development Research Centre 
Moderator:  Mr. Andrey Rikhter, Senior Adviser, OSCE Office of the Representative on Freedom of the 

Media 
Rapporteur: Ms. Narmin Ahangari, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Azerbaijan to the OSCE 
 

Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Recently signed Convention on the Legal State of the Caspian- implications for human rights and 
extractive industries for Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Russia. 
Convenor: Crude Accountability 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Forcible Expulsion of the Civilian Population from the occupied territory of Crimea by Russia 
Convenor: Regional Center of Human Rights 
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Meeting Room 2 
Title: Armed Forces and Freedom of Speech 
Convenor: European Organisation of Military Associations - EUROMIL 
Co-convenors: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Freedom from torture and other ill-treatment in  penitentiary system in Kazakhstan 
Convenor: Public Observation Commission for the North-Kazakhstan Region 
 

 Tuesday 18 September 2018 
Morning 
08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Bringing security - on the move Side-event on the rights of women migrants 
Convenor: OSCE Secretariat 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Norwegian Barnevernet (Child Protection Services) in the light of Resolution 2232 (2018) of PACE 
Convenor: Ordo Iuris Institute for Legal Culture 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Protection of the rights of national minorities in Crimea 
Convenor: Regional Bulgarian National-Cultural Autonomy of the Republic of Crimea named after Paisii 
Hilendarsky 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Kleptocracy vs Democracy, the biggest issue for the Post-Soviet countries 
Convenor: Global Ukraine Foundation  
 

Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 12 (specifically selected topic) 
 
Rights of migrants  
 
Introducers:  Ms. Monami Maulik, International Co-ordinator at the Global Coalition on Migration 

Mr. Spyros Koulocheris, Head of Legal Research for the Greek Council for Refugees 
Moderator:  Ms. Katarzyna Gardapkhadze, First Deputy Director, OSCE/ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Ms. Zsófia ELEK, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Hungary to the    
                             OSCE, the UN and other International Organizations 
 

Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Plenary Hall (13:30-14:30) 
Title: Violation of minority rights in Ukraine 
Convenor: International Platform 'Global Rights of Peaceful People' 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Building Civil Society Resilience against Corrosive Russian Influence in Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus 
Convenor: Chatham House  
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Possible alternative to immigration detention of children in Russia and the other CIS countries 
Convenor: Anti-Discrimination Centre ''Memorial'' 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Update of the ODIHR National Referral Mechanism Handbook: The Process 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Rights and authority of immigrant parents to their children in Europe. 
Convenor: Pantarey Foundation 
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Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 13 (specifically selected topic) 
 
Rights of migrants 
 
Introducers:  Ms. Anastasia Crickley, Vice-president of the International Association for Community 

Development 
Mr. Tomáš Boček, Special Representative of the Council of Europe's Secretary General on 
Migration and Refugees 

Moderator:  Dr. Marcin Walecki, Head, Democratization Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:          Mr. Daniel Barbarie,  Counsellor (Human Dimension), Delegation of Canada to the OSCE 
 

Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------- 
20.00 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: The humanitarian and social consequences by the armed conflict in Donbas 
Convenor: Civil Holding 'Group of Influence' 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: How governments imprison journalists: Worldwide experience and the analysis. 
Convenor: Information Group on Crimes against the Person 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Global Diaspora Platform for Democracy 
Convenor: Global Ukraine Foundation  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reception hosted by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights  
(Bristol Hotel: Krakowskie Przedmieście 42/44) 

 Wednesday 19 September 2018 
Morning 
08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Women's Power Breakfast - Women in the Justice System: Women’s Representation in Justice System 
Institutions and its Impact on Justice Outcomes 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
Co-convenors: Penal Reform International; United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Civic Space in Ukraine: Mounting Threats to Civic Activists and Human Rights Defenders in Government 
and Non-Government Controlled Territories 
Convenor: Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Youth in Progress 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: National minorities under threat: right-wing violence against Poles, Hungarians, Sinti and Roma people in 
the Ukraine 
Convenor: Information Group on Crimes against the Person 
 

Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 14  
 
Humanitarian issues and other commitments , including combating trafficking in human beings, refugees 
and displaced persons, persons at risk of displacement  
 
Introducers:  Mr. Vincent Cochetel, UNHCR's Special Envoy for the Central Mediterranean Situation 

Ms Rachel Moran, Founder of the organization SPACE International (Survivors of Prostitution-
Abuse Calling for Enlightenment) 

Moderator:  Mr. Valiant Richey, OSCE Acting Co-ordinator for Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings 
Rapporteur:  Mr. Dustin DeGrande, Political Officer, United States Mission to the OSCE 
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Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Gender dynamics of trafficking in human beings: lessons learned, promising practices and challenges for 
women, men, boys and girls. 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
Co-convenors: OSCE Secretariat; Office of the Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating 
Trafficking in Human Beings 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Building Capacities for Migrant Integration 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Tajikistan's Soviet-style Crackdown on Independent Media and Journalists 
Convenor: Association of Central Asian Migrants 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Gender-based violence: A barrier to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) - The importance 
of a comprehensive approach 
Convenor: Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the OSCE 
 
Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 
Title: Human rights of conflict affected population in Georgia 
Convenor: Permanent Mission of Georgia to the OSCE 
 

Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
  
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 15  
 
Tolerance and non-discrimination II (continued), including ensuring equal opportunity for women and 
men in all spheres of life, including through the implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for the 
Promotion of Gender Equality, prevention of violence against women  
 
Introducers:  Video Statement, Amb. Melanne Verveer, Special Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-

Office on Gender 
Ms. Gordana Čomić, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia 
Mr. Henri Myrttinen, Head of Gender and Peacebuilding, International Alert 

Moderator:  Ms. Amarsanaa Darisuren, OSCE Senior Adviser on Gender Issues 
Rapporteur:  Mr. William Sæter, First Secretary, Permanent Delegation of Norway to the OSCE  
 

Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
  
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Connecting the dots: Gender issues and state safety 
Convenor: Parent All-Russian Resistance 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Democracy in the pipeline: How can international financing of oil and gas infrastructure impact 
Azerbaijan’s human rights record? 
Convenor: International Partnership for Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Freedom of speech and religion in Ukraine 
Convenor: International Platform 'Global Rights of Peaceful People' 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Human rights in Contested Entities: the Price of Living in the 'Black Holes' of International Law 
Convenor: International Federation for Human Rights  
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 Thursday 20 September 2018 
Morning 
08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: Presentation of European Islamophobia Report 
Convenor: Georgetown University, The Bridge Initiative 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Why Does Europe Hate Speech?  The Fallout From Mandating “Tolerance” and Silencing Concerns about 
Immigration and Sharia 
Convenor: Wiener Akademikerbund 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Support and protection of elderly people in Russia 
Convenor: Union of Women of Russia 
 

Morning 
10.00-13.00 
 
 
  
 
  

WORKING SESSION 16 (specifically selected topic) 
 
Combating Racism, Xenophobia, Intolerance and Discrimination 
 
Introducers:  Mr. Philippe Leclerc, UNHCR Representative in Greece 

Ms. Nikica Hamer Vidmar, Head,  Independent service for Victim and Witness Support, 
Ministry of Justice, Croatia 

Moderator:  Ms. Christie J. Edwards, Deputy Head, Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department, 
ODIHR 

Rapporteur:  Ms. Cordula Geinitz, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Germany to the OSCE 
 

Lunch 
13.15-14.45 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Opera Meeting Room 
Title: Lunchtime Discussion: ODIHR Guidance on Supporting Hate Crime Victims 
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: The Human Dimension Work of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine 
Convenor: OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: Strategies in overcoming discrimination in Eurasia region 
Convenor: Anti-Discrimination Centre ''Memorial'' 
 
Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 
Title: Policy Report Presentation: Interreligious Engagement Strategies - A policy tool to advance FoRB, a 
consultation process in the context of the 2018 Italian OSCE Chairmanship 
Convenor: Freedom of Religion or Belief and Foreign Policy Initiative 
 

Afternoon 
15.00-18.00 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 17 (specifically selected topic)   
 
Combating Racism, Xenophobia, Intolerance and Discrimination 
 
Introducers:  Mr. András Kováts, Director of Menedék NGO 

Ms. Johnetta Elzie, Civil rights activist 
Moderator:  Ms. Cristina M. Finch, Head, Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department, ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Ms. Milica Serdarevič, Second Secretary, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the 

Slovak Republic 
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Evening 
18.15-19.45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 1 
Title: New international instruments for protection of family life and combating violence: Istanbul Convention 
and draft Convention on the Rights of the Family 
Convenor: Ordo Iuris Institute for Legal Culture 
 
Meeting Room 2 
Title: The growth of the political influence of far-fight movements as a factor of destruction in Eastern Europe 
Convenor: European Center for Democracy Development 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: Cooperation between Government and Civil Society Organizations in Post Soviet Countries 
Convenor: Association of Visegrad Scholarship Programme Alumnies in Poland 
 
Opera Meeting Room  
Title: Building a Comprehensive Criminal Justice Response to Hate Crime: innovative practices to address hate 
crimes in Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, and Poland 
Convenor: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland 
 

 Friday 21 September 2018 
Morning  
08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 
 
Meeting Room 3 
Title: “Violation of Rights and Freedoms in Ukraine”, covering additional topic “Ukraine as a Source of Neo-
Nazism in Europe”. 
Convenor: Institute of Legal Policy and Social Protection named in the honor of Iryna Berezhna 
 

Morning 
10.00 ~11.30 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKING SESSION 18 
 
Discussion of human dimension activities (with special emphasis on project work) 
 
Introducers:  Ms. Maria Giannakaki, General Secretary for Human Rights at the Ministry of Justice,   
                             Transparency and Human Rights of Greece and the President of the National Council for     
                             Racism and Intolerance  
  Mr. Valerii Novykov, Luhansk Regional Centre of Human Rights ‘Alternative’ (Ukraine) 
Moderator:  Ms. Kateryna Ryabiko, Project Co-ordinator, OSCE/ODIHR 
Rapporteur:  Mr. David Jan Bosschaert, Attaché, Permanent Representation of Belgium to the OSCE 
 

Morning 
11.30-13.00 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing reinforced plenary session (reinforced by the participation of human rights directors, OSCE ambassadors 
and heads of OSCE institutions): 
 
– Any other business 
– Closing of the meeting 
 
Chair: Ms. Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir, Director of ODIHR  
 
Presentation of the outcome of the first and the second week’s Working Sessions; 
Reports on the Working Sessions on Human Dimension Activities as well as on the specifically selected topics; 
Review of the results and recommendations from the first and second week;  
Any other business. 
 
Closing speech by the OSCE Secretary General: 
Amb. Thomas Greminger, OSCE Secretary General 
 
Closing speech by OSCE Chairmanship:  
Amb. Luca Fratini, Deputy Permanent Representative of Italy to the OSCE in Vienna 
 
Closing speech by Director of ODIHR 
 
Closing 

 


