
Joel Simon is an author, journalist, and press freedom advocate. He is currently a Fellow at 

the Tow Center for Digital Journalism at Columbia University and a Senior Visiting Fellow at 

the Knight First Amendment Institute, also at Columbia. He is the author of four books, 

including most recently The Infodemic: How Censorship and Lies Made the World Sicker and 

Less Free, co-authored with Robert Mahoney. He writes on press freedom issues for The New 

Yorker, and produces a regular column for Columbia Journalism Review. From 2006 until 

2021, Joel served as executive director of the Committee to Protect Journalists. 

 

Ingrid Brodnig is an Austrian author and digital expert. In 2021 she published her fifth book 

„Einspruch!“ (English translation: Objection!) about misinformation and conspiracy theories 

and how to counter them. Her books focus on issues such as disinformation and hate speech on 

social media. She works as a columnist for the Austrian news magazine Profil and has received 

several awards, e.g., the Bruno Kreisky Sonderpreis for political books and the EU Young 

Journalist Award. Her current work focuses on public debate online and how digital platforms 

are shaping it. 

Yaman Akdeniz is a Professor of Law at the Faculty of Law, Istanbul Bilgi University and 

one of the founders of the İfade Özgürlüğü Derneği, (İFÖD, the Freedom of Expression 

Association - https://ifade.org.tr). Between 2001-2009 Akdeniz was at the School of Law, 

University of Leeds and has set up Cyber-Rights.Org in the mid 1990s in the UK. Akdeniz has 

been working in the field of Internet freedom since the mid 1990s and he has successfully 

applied thrice to the Constitutional Court to overturn access blocking decisions involving 

Twitter, YouTube and the Wikipedia platforms from Turkey as one of the users of these 

platforms. Akdeniz also successfully challenged together with his colleagues the Turkish 

Government at the European Court of Human Rights with regards to the access blocking of 

YouTube from Turkey. Akdeniz won the prestigious Columbia Global Freedom of Expression 

Award 2016 together with his two colleagues. 

Mira Milosevic is the Executive Director at Brussels-based Global Forum for Media 

Development (GFMD). Prior to joining GFMD Mira managed Media Development 

Programmes at WAN-IFRA, and has served as Chief Platform Officer at Indie Voices and as 

Director of Belgrade Media Center. More recently, she authored the World Press Trends 

reports, the most authoritative global source of data and analysis on the international newspaper 

industry, published by WAN-IFRA. Mira holds a BA in Economics and MA in 

Communication; she has started her career as a journalist and is still a journalist at heart.  

 

Galina Arapova is the director and senior media lawyer of the NGO Mass Media Defence 

Centre. Beyond this, she is an expert for the Council of Europe working group, Board member 

of European Center for Press and Media Freedom, and the only Russian lawyer to receive an 

International Bar Association Human Rights Award for her outstanding contribution to human 

rights. Arapova is a renowned media lawyer, specialising in freedom of expression and freedom 

of information. She has defended journalists and media outlets before both domestic courts and 

the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). She is the author of multiple publications on 

media law and has trained journalists, lawyers and judges in the region.  

 

Maria Ressa before launching Rappler in 2012, she spent most of her career at CNN as bureau 

chief in Manila (1987-1995) and then Jakarta (1995-2005). She was CNN’s lead investigative 

reporter covering terrorism in Southeast Asia. In 2005, she became head of news and current 

affairs at ABS-CBN, managing more than 1,000 journalists at the largest multi-platform news 

operation in the Philippines. A ground-breaking digital news service, Rappler is also known 
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for innovative public service journalism. In 2013, when more than 6,000 Filipinos perished in 

a typhoon, Rappler set up internet access points for survivors to get vital news and information. 

Ressa has taught courses in politics and the press in Southeast Asia for her alma mater, 

Princeton University, and in broadcast journalism for the University of the Philippines. She is 

the author of two books: Seeds of Terror: An Eyewitness Account of al-Qaeda’s Newest Center 

of Operations in Southeast, which was published in 2003, and From Bin Laden to Facebook. 

In November 2017 she received the National Democratic Institute’s 2017 Democracy Award. 

Co-laureate, with Dmitry Muratov, of the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize. She was recognized for her 

work to defend freedom of expression in the Philippines.  

 

Marietje Schaake is international policy director at Stanford University Cyber Policy Center 

and international policy fellow at Stanford’s Institute for Human-Centered Artificial 

Intelligence. Between 2009 and 2019, Marietje served as a Member of European Parliament 

for the Dutch liberal democratic party where she focused on trade, foreign affairs, and 

technology policies. Marietje is and (Advisory) Board Member with a number of non-profits 

including MERICS, ECFR, ORF and AccessNow. She writes a monthly column for the 

Financial Times and a bi-weekly column for the Dutch NRC newspaper. 

Miguel Poiares Maduro is Part-Time Professor and former Director of the School of 

Transnational Governance. He is also Chair of the Executive Board of the European Digital 

Media Observatory (EDMO), an STG-led project on online disinformation, funded by the 

European Commission.  

 

Erica Marat is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Regional and Analytical Studies 

Department. She has previously directed Homeland Defense Fellowship Program at CISA. Dr. 

Marat’s research focuses on violence, mobilization and security institutions in Eurasia, India, 

and Mexico. She has authored three books, including most recently The Politics of Police 

Reform: Society against the State in Post-Soviet Countries (Oxford University Press 2018). 

Her articles appeared in Foreign Affairs, Washington Post, Foreign Policy, Eurasanet, and 

Open Democracy. At CISA, Dr. Marat teaches courses on policy analysis and critical thinking, 

politics and security in Eurasia, and terrorism & crime. Before joining NDU, Dr. Marat was a 

visiting scholar at the Kennan Institute of the Woodrow Wilson Center. She has also worked 

as an editor at the Russian Service at Voice of America and as a research fellow at the Central 

Asian – South Caucasus Institute at the John Hopkins University and Uppsala University.  

 

Luis Poiares Pessoa Maduro is Co-Director of the Academy of International Trade Law 

(Macao). He has been a regular Visiting Professor at Yale Law School, the College of Europe 

and Universidades Católica and Nova in Portugal. He has also taught at the London School of 

Economics, the Centro de Estudios Constitucionales (Madrid) and the University of Chicago 

Law School, and was a Fulbright Scholar at Harvard Law School. Professor Maduro has 

published articles on issues of EU law, constitutional law, human rights law and international 

economic law. He belongs to the editorial or advisory board of several law journals. He has 

been Member of the European Council of Foreign Relations, Member of the European Council 

of the World Economic Forum, and Member of the European Commission High Level Group 

on Media Pluralism and Media Freedom.  


