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Yet by 2050, the 
world will be 

consuming as if 
there were three

We have only one planet

Urgent actions are needed
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The Great Acceleration

Circular Economy ≠ Recycling

Keeping Value in the Economy



Cost Structure in Manufacturing
(example of Germany)

The Micro-level Picture

Feedback Loops
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European Green Deal

35 actions along the entire life cycle of products, 
to:

• Make sustainable products the norm in the EU
• Empower consumers and public buyers
• Focus on key product value chains: 

electronics and ICT; batteries and vehicles; 
packaging; plastics; textiles; construction and 
buildings; food; water and nutrients

• Reduce waste
• Make circularity work for people, regions and 

cities
• Global efforts on circular economy

A new vision for Europe



Key product value chains
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CONNECTING THE DOTS APPLICATION DOMAINS

Circular Policy Drivers
(delivering public good)

Circular Value Drivers
(making value chains work)

Chemicals m’ment
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Green Claims

Product passports
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A Digital Product Passport

11

Connecting data to physical products to enable:

circularity (durability, repairability, spare parts, recycled content, recyclability, 
dismantability, etc);

value chain cooperation: designing – assembling – selling – using – reusing –
collecting - sorting – recycling;

B2B, B2C and B2G information on technical characteristics;

Footprinting and emissions data;

Supporting information for green claims;
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