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The Assembly as an institution
of debate and open discussion

Interview with the new President of the Assembly of Kosovo, Mr. Jakup Krasniqi 

ASI: Mr. President, what are the main 

third Kosovo Assembly mandate? What 
changes will you introduce during this 
mandate?
Mr. Jakup Krasniqi: The third Assembly 

the Parliamentary and Legislative agenda 

The Assembly has as high priority the 

which is an idea that you have promoted 
in the past?
Mr. Jakup Krasniqi: In this Legislation 
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with other Parliaments outside Kosovo?
Mr. Jakup Krasniqi:

ASI: In the past you have stressed that the 

Assembly MP as well, stating that you are 

your position now?
Mr. Jakup Krasniqi:

ASI: What is your opinion regarding the 

other changes you think are necessary?
Mr. Jakup Krasniqi: 

ASI: Mr. Krasniqi, a private question: to 

Mr. Jakup Krasniqi:

engagement and this increased rhythm 

Mission in Kosovo 
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New Kosovo institutions aim
a Kosovo, home and equal

opportunity for all
Excerpt from the speech of Mr. Fatmir Sejdiu, President of 

Kosovo, during the opening plenary session of the Assembly 
of Kosovo in its third term. (09 January 2008).

The New Government of Kosovo shall 
carry out a general review of Kosovo 

Consolidated Budget for 2008
Extract from the speech of Kosovo PM, Hashim Thaçi in the inaugural 
plenary session of the Assembly of Kosovo in the third mandate (09 

January 2008).
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ASI: You have been elected as a member 

What will be your priorities in the overall 

ASI: SLS has two ministries within 
the Kosovo Government. It is a huge 

young political party. How are you coping 
with it? What do you wish to achieve?
SP:

The essence of the programme
is our survival in Kosovo

President of the Serbian Liberal Party (SLS)
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contacts with the Government in 
Belgrade?
SP:

ASI: What is your opinion on 

municipalities, and how will you and your 
Ministers treat this issue?
SP:

participate in this process are going to play 

ASI: It is expected that soon the Kosovo 
Assembly will declare independence. 
What is your message to the Serbian 
people in Kosovo?

SP:

Interview by Mario Maglov, Coordinator of 
Community Information Centers, DPI-UNMIK 
in Cooperation with OSCE Mission in Kosovo
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The work in the committees
requires professional commitment

Interview with Mr. Bahri Hyseni, newly-elected deputy of the Assembly of Kosovo
and Chairperson of the Committee on Legislation and Judicial Issues

Assembly? What will your objectives be 
during the mandate?
Bahri Hyseni:

ASI: You have also been appointed 

this post? 
B.H.:

the responsibilities that the respective 

B.H.:

opinion on this issue?
B.H.:

ASI: With regard to the presence 

B.H.:

ministers are obliged to respond to the 
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Gender equality is necessary
in a democratic country
Besa Gaxherri, Member of the Assembly of Kosovo,

Democratic League of Dardania (LDD)

enables many rights and responsibilities 

participation in Kosovo Assembly and 

responsibilities in development spheres in 

dedicate even more energy in order to 

that among positive developments in 
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My experience as an Assembly Member
From Safete Hadërgjonaj, Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK),

Member of the Assembly of Kosovo

Those amendments have also abridged 

respond to the Commission’s invitation on 
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Enhancing oversight of laws and governmental expenses
Interview with Mr. Naser Osmani, Member Assembly of Kosovo

and ex Chairperson of the Committee for Budget and Finance during legislature 2004-2007

Naser Osmani:

Budget?
N.O.:

N.O.:

ASI: What would be your recommendations 

N.O.:

ASI: What can you say about amendment 

N.O.:

in Kosovo
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Administration Support
for the Members of the Parliament

Daut Beqiri, Director of the Legal Department in the Kosovo Assembly 

and its internal administrative 

administration and technical 

Administration provides 

determined by the Assembly 
Presidency and the Assembly 

The organizational structure 

Assembly’s Administration 
Assembly’s Administration 

Assembly’s Administration 

and responds to the Presidency 

the administration and overall 

and legal services, is 

MPs and in plenary sessions 

Legal department is composed 

procedural issues

Transcript and editing 

proposed amendments to the 

is responsible 

direct advice and assistance 

standardization, legal 
advising, research, Library 
and Archives provides 

the legal technical aspects and 

and the Assembly bodies 

 is 

mailing and other technical 

Personnel
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Procurement unit is 

International relations and 
protocol unit is responsible 

Media and public relations 
unit

MP support unit is 

Induction Program for new Members
of the Assembly of Kosovo

By Artan Canhasi, OSCE Mission in Kosovo

to democratic parliamentary 

and standards achieved by 

in Kosovo and its partners in the 

Assembly and Political Parties 

above all is a responsibility that 

Assembly Presidency by Sabri 

stressed that “Parliamentarians 

to increase their legitimacy in the 

moments in the political 

the program by providing 

assisting in the programmatic 
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Independent Oversight Board of Kosovo
to report to the Assembly

Interview with Sevdail Kastrati, chair of the Independent Oversight Board of Kosovo

ASI: What is the Independent 
Oversight Board (IOB)?

Sevdail Kastrati: The IOB 
is a board that oversees 

department heads and hearing 

gender balance and minority 

This amendment to the 

ASI: What do you see as the 

IOB?
SK: The most important 

servants that there is one 

Board began hearing appeals 

SK:

completely reliant on the 

reporting to one party or one 

ASI: What are your hopes and 

SK:

visit to Canada sponsored by 

administer and serve the 

developing along international 
democratic and good 

OSCE Mission in Kosovo
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of the Assembly political 

- To help along the process 
to give to the Assembly its 

-

-

-

- To avoid derogations to the 

-
scale and the yearly training 

- To establish a system of 

-

-
managerial capacities in all 

-

-

-

-

End of the EU-funded Project
“Further Support to the Assembly of Kosovo”
Hugues de Courtivron, Team Leader of the Project “Further Support to the Assembly of Kosovo”

led by the French Assemblée 

Some lessons 

Secretary and Presidency 

position in the same area they 

considered very important 

achieved goals and in the 

Main achievements 

the Secretariat in the preparation 

decisions according to their 

The Project concluded with 
key recommendations, in order 

-

Presidency on its primary 

-

-

Secretariat in the preparation 

-
decision on the Interpretative 

Promotion based on Seniority 

-
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Welcome to
Ian Perkins,

NDI Legislative 
Director

as Parliamentary Secretary to the 

campaign director and a canvassing 

Supporting the work of the
Assembly of Kosovo

By Franklin De Vrieze, OSCE Mission in Kosovo 
Since the creation of the Assembly of Kosovo in 2001, the OSCE Mission has provided substantial 

assistance to the Assembly. In this article, we will examine the types of OSCE assistance during the last 
couple of months as well as elaborate on the cooperation with other organizations assisting the Assembly.

and inter-agency cooperation on the assistance 

give assistance to other parliamentary 

coordination approach sometimes had to 

that the capacity development programs 

Parliamentarians participated in meetings 
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develop the parliamentary oversight in areas 

Other challenges ahead are the establishment 

The Assembly has possibilities to enhance 
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Civil Society and the Legislative 
Process in Kosovo

By Armend Bekaj, OSCE Mission in Kosovo 

A recent analytical study offers some key recommendations as to how the Assembly 
of Kosovo in the new mandate could better their cooperation with civil society as a 
way of improving transparency and legitimacy for the laws that are being passed

The OSCE Mission in Kosovo commissioned 

“Civil Society Participation in Legislation 

civil society organisations into the 

petition the Assembly to initiate legislative 

boarder base in society and demonstrate 

12 members:

and
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members:

Members:

members:

11 members:

members:

members:

Parliamentary Committees in the Assembly of Kosovo
The Assembly of Kosovo at its plenary session held on 31 January 2008 established thirteen (13) parliamentary 

committees, under the following denomination and composition:
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Editorial board: 
 Hydajet Hyseni, Rasim Selmanaj, Ismet Hajrullahu, Daut Beqiri,

Elli Flen, Dale Archer, Franklin De Vrieze and Artan Canhasi. 
Editors: Armend Bekaj

Graphics and Layout: Tomor Rudi
OSCE Mission Headquarters, 10000 Prishtinë/Priština

Tel. (+381-38) 500 162 Fax: (+381-38) 500 188
contact: franklin.devrieze@osce.org

http://www.osce.org/kosovo

The views expressed by the contributors to this Newsletter are their own and 
do not necessarily represent the views of the Assembly, OSCE Mission in 

Kosovo or the ASI partner organisations. 

Pictures in this Newsletter:
Assembly of Kosovo: 1, 3, 4, 12, 

Hasan Sopa/OSCE: 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 17, 20.
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Currently participating in ASI:


