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Mr. Steincrimp HERMANNSSON (Prime Minister, Iceland): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. May I start by thanking President Mithterrand ard the
French authorities for organizing this Meeting and for the welcame that
they have extended to us. I would also like to thank President Gorkachev
for the initiative that he tocok.

The road from Helsinki to Paris has been bkoth lorng and bupy.
The joxmney has taken 15 years and it has, indeed, been full of
disappointments and setbacks. It is a worder that the nations of Eurcpe
did not give up on that difficult rcad. It was the high ideals of the
Helsinki Final Act that kept the train going. It was the vision of a
better Rurope, a Durcpe free from fear of war, free from violence ard
torture, a Burcpe of human libkerties ard humen rights and dignities.

Little procgress was made until the last two or three years. The
removal of intermediate-range missiles and nuclear warheads was the
turning point, but the real breakthrough came when the winds of freedom
started blowing through Eurcpe, when the walls and fences were torm down
and neighbours were allowed to become acquainted again.

The very important chapter in security and co-cperation in Burcpe,
which we are now signing and celekrating, is the work of the pecple of
this continent. The people of all countries are long since fed up with
the cold war and the muclear arms race. They demard to be allowed to
live in peace and dignity as human beings, without the fear of war.

The first step is being taken to achieve this goal ard it is,
i:ﬁeai,animportarrtone

The Icelandic pecple support wholeheartadly the agreement that has
been reached and are proud to be among the signatories of the Treaty on
Conventicnal Armed Farces in Eurcpe, ard the Declaration, and other
.papers that we shall sign here.
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Icelard dees not have any military force of its own and has never
taken part in any offensive military action. By sigmirg this Treaty, we
confirm that conviction of curs that problems which may come up in Eurcpe
shall ke solved through consultations ketween naticons. through
ce~cperation rather than confrontation.

We attach great importance to plans for extensive
confidence~tuilding measures. Especially, we kelieve that an horest
ard open exchange of informaticn on military forces and capabilities
will strengthen trust between nations ard thus reduce the danger of
military conflicts.

Tn this process of establishing security and co-cperation in Eurcpe,
the security part has keen given a certain pricrity. This is
urderstandable. Without security there will be no co—cperation.

On the mman side, the Copenhagen Meeting contributed mich. We
trust that at the meeting in Mcscow next year, ancther milestone will be
reached. We must not relax until all countries of BEurcpe and North
America have agreed on a declaration on human rights guaranteeing to all
pecple the rights granted by law, the rights of free cpinion and free
speech, and freedem of movement, without the fear of coppressicn and
tortwre, ard that we shall indeed achieve.

Iceland supports plans for establishing the CSCE as a permanent
institution for security and co-cperation in Rurope. Care must be taken
not to duplicate existing institutions. Its staff should ke kept at the
smallest possible level and its primary objective should be to establish
a forum for Heads of State and Goverrment and for Ministers to meet to
review the overall situation with respect to the agreements made, and
seek solutions to problems before they develop imto a conflict.

The propesal to create a Conflict Prevention Centre is an
interesting one. Certainly, we must admit that conflicts will arise.
That may be in cormection with exchanges of military infermation, or with
respect to human rights. As a matter of fact, there are conflicts these
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very days between minorities and majorities and etween naticns where
pecple are struggling to regain indeperdence leost through a forceful and
wwarranted division of Eurcpe after the Second World War., The rights of
self-determination of all pecple must be honcured.

In crder to prevent duplication, clese co—operation sheuld be
established with existing Eurcpean institutions, such as the Council
of Eurcpe. We should consider exparding its Parliamentary Assambly to
include all 24 countries. Also, co-cperaticn in the field of human
rights is to ke strongly recommended.

Although much has been achieved, there is no time to relax. ’ﬁzmgm
the mest difficult and steepest part of the rocad may be bkehind, there ars
many ckstacles ahead. Thers are many pressing 'problams to ke solved
before true security and co-cperation have breen firmly established in
Eurcee.

I would like now to turn to same of the important tasks that lie
ahead.

We all agree that arms control ard confidence-muilding measures must
still ke strengthened . There is every reason to brelieve that agresment
can be reached among all 34 nations on further disarmament. This must,
of course, be stressed. Preferably, arms should be limited to defensive
weapons, and inspections should be free and open to all participating
countries.

We trust that an agreement will scon be signed between the United
States and the Soviet Union on a 50% reduction of long-range missiles.
Also, we urge that an effective agreement be concluded bamning chemical
weapons on a global and conprehensive basis.

Ckvicusly, arms comtrol must also include the skies. Allow me, Mr.
Chairman, to stress once more that arms control is certainly not complete
- without also covering naval forces.

My country, Iceland, is an island surrounded by the Nerth Atlantic,
as you can see cn the map here in front of you.
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We strongly suppert limitations on muclear weapons and conventional
arms comtrol cn land, with appropriate confidence~ and security-ouilding
measures. But we insist on the same in our own swrroundings. Where is
Em:cpe-’s confidence and security if the continued kuild-up of muclear
submarines and nuclear sea~based weapons is tolerated? |

| Burcpe is more than land, it is also the seas. Arms control and
confidence-rcuilding measures mist also, as scon as possikle, cover the .
North Atlantic and cther seas of Rurcpe. In this respect, I weuld like
to support President Gorbachev’s message to us yestarday.

Purthermore, may I mention the fact that there is every reason to
believe that rmuclear subtmarines lying on the bottom of the seas will
detericriate much socner than has been claimed. They will, sconer or
later, spill their muclear poisen into the seas ard it will be spread
cver huge areas by cocean currents. There are now several such nuclear
sukbmarines on the bottom of the North Atlantic.

We, in my country, are wholly dependent on the resocurces of the
seas. Nuclear cortamination of the North Atlantic would destroy the very
kasis of our ewistence. Can we ke blamed for insisting on strict conmtrel
of ruclear submarine traffic?

For security and co-cperation in Eurcpe o ke successful, the living
corditions in the different countries must be comparable. Transition to
market economies and free enterprize cn a democratic basis should ke
assisted by advice and aid. In this respect, co-cperaticn in science ard
technolegy is of great importance. Strengthening of infrastructure, such
as ccmmmication and transport systems, is furdamertal. Skills of
management in a market econcmy must be develcped.

May I suggest that an open and frank discussion of econamic
develcpment in a market econamy between the countries of Eastern ard
Western Eurcpe might ke helpful in this respect.

The human dimension must and will, I am sure, be stressed in the
work ahead. - In that field there is still much to ke dene, as I have
previcusly menticned.
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With the new liberties sweeping through Eurcpe, transforming cone
country after ancther to a demccratic State, I am confident that much
rrogress will ke made in securing human rights.

For the welfare of the pecple, cne must bear in mind that eccnomic
progress is necessary. Human rights and economic progress must go hand
in hard. Extensive unemployment and poverty in a humane demccracy is
intolerable.

Fortunately, the pecple of Eurcpe amjoy, in general, a good kasic
education. Yet, there is no doubt that education can ke greatly
imoroved. This, I believe, to ke especially true with respect to higher
education. It is important to encourage exchange of students and
co~cperation in the field of education and culture. This will promote
better understanding and confidence between nations.

Finally, I would like to mention the envirormental preoblems.

There is, I fear, every reascn to believe that detericration of the
enviromrent has krecome extremely sericus arnd even close to being
irreversible.

There is no time to be lost. Envirormental problems cannct ke
rrushed aside by claiming lack of scientific proof. Such proof may come
too late. There is no doubt that much Oy in the air is altering the
ecological kalance. Destruction of the ozcne layer is ancther fact which
carnot be overlocked. Dumping of all kinds of harmful chemicals and even
nuclear waste into the seas, is already taking its toll and can have
unforseeable consequences if not immediately stopped.

These are cnly a few examples of the desperate need for action to
save the earth’s ecolegy. All the wealth that we generate in monetary
terms is of little use for future generations, if the earth is not
habitable. ‘
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The envircomment and its ecolegical balance is comon to 21l. - No
naticn will escape its destruction. The 34 countries that form the
Conference on Security and Co-cperation in Eurcpe can ke a powerful force
in this respect. If we stand unitad, we can enforce through the United
Nations an international glckal treaty and law of the enwirorment. That
mist be cur cbiective.

Mr. Chairman, it is, irdeed, a pleasure to take part in this
historic meeting; to take part in the changes sweeping through Eurcpe,
restoring in its path human rights and liberties. Although the
transiticn taking place in Barcpe is far from keing complete, much has
keen achieved in a swrprisingly short time.

We must not forget, though, that there are couwrtries in Burope still
struggling to claim their proper place as free nations in a free Rurcpe.
As a matter fact we had understood that representatives of the Baltic
countries would bepresent here at this meeting as distinguished quests.
We are sorry to find that it is not so. We trust that through frierdly
ard constructive nogotiations with their mighty neighkour, the three
Baltic courtries will scon reclaim their full independence and take their
place amorg us.

The journey from Helsinki to Paris tock 15 years. We are plannirg
to make the retion trip in less than two years. Yet, in Helsinki we
expect to confirm further agreements for security and co—cperation in
Eurcoe. We want those to be even more extensive and comprehensive than

P

these we ars celebrating now, here in Paris.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, among the 34 of us there are two nations
ocutside Europe - Canada and the United States. May I suggest that we
extend security and co-cperation in Furcpe to cover the whole northern
hemisphere, both land and sea? Then we are well on cur way to a glckal
order, which surely will be called for socner cr later.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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