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Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished colleagues,
Friendsin the fight againgt anti- Semitiam,

Allow me to stress the greet importance of this OSCE conference, which will set both an example
and anew direction in the worldwide struggle againgt anti- Semitism and which we hope, and are
indeed confident, will lead to joint international Strategies and action.

For me persondly, it isagreat honour and avery great chalenge to talk here today as the
Federd Government Commissioner for Human Rights Policy and as representative of the Federa
Republic of Germany, whose mora imperative and whose very specid historica responsibility is
expressed in Artide 1 of the Basic Law:

"Humean dignity shdl beinviolable

Our policies and our legidation are derived from and aimed a the inviolability of human dignity —

not the dignity of Germans, of Chrigtians, of men or of white people but, rather, the dignity of
eachindividud!

AsYosyp Zisds gated yesterday evening, anti- Semitism, this specia form of racism, isnot the
problem of Jews. It is the problem of non-Jews. Therefore, it isaso my problem.

The fight againg anti-Semitism is atask for society asawhole, in which dl socid forces and
congtitutiona bodies must work together. They must join forces to fight any attempt to stir up
anti- Semitic sentiment aimed at winning votes or creating a hostile amosphere. For —and | am
speaking here on behdf of the Federal Government and the entire German Parliament — action
agang any form of anti-Semitism is action for a strong and stable democracy based on equa
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rights, ademocracy which does not exclude but, rather, integrates, a democracy which does not
discriminate but, rather, prevents discrimination from even developing. Prevention meansrecalling
rather than discarding German higtory.

On 6 June 2003 the German Bundestag unanimoudly ratified the contract between the Federal
Government and the Centrd Council of Jewsin Germany. Paul Spiegel, President of the Central
Council, spoke of a higtoric event, for the Federd Government was thereby not only recognizing
but aso fostering an active Jewish culture in Germany.

The Federa Government's strategy on fighting anti-Semitism and right-wing extremism is based
on four pillars

Thefirg pillar is along-term human rights policy, as a cross cutting task in dl fields of national
and internationdl policy. Among other things, this god is served by the establishment of the
independent German Ingtitute for Human Rights which isto function not only as a documentation
and information centre but, in addition, to actively provide consultancy services on policy. Since
1998, the Bundestag has had its own Human Rights Committee, whose terms of reference
encompass both foreign and domestic policy. The cregtion of my office of Federd Government
Commissioner for Human Rights Policy and Humanitarian Aid underlines our commitmen.

In the second pillar, the Federal Government isworking dosdaly together with civil society with a
view to strengthening and anchoring the idea of human rightsin society as awhole. Examples of
this are the Alliance for Democracy and Tolerance, the Forum againgt Racism, in which 80
NGOs are cooperating with 80 state agencies, and specia programmes run by the Federa
Minigtry of the Interior, such as XENOS, ENTIMON and CIVITAS. In recommendations and
agreements, the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Culturd Affairs of the
Lander has stressed on many occasions that teaching young people about human rightsis akey
task for schoals.

The Federd Government congders the third pillar to be support for the integration of foreigners
50 that immigrants and Germans can live together in peace. The new Nationdity Act and the
reintroduction of the Immigration Act into the legidative procedure have served thisend. In
addition, the adoption of an anti-discrimination act isimminert.

In the fourth pillar, the Federal Governmert isimplementing measures aimed & prosecuting
criminas and their milieu: the main focusis on prosecuting and preventing right-wing extremist
offences on the Internet, as wd| asfighting organized right-wing extremism. The Federd Office

for the Protection of the Condtitution closely monitors the development of anti- Semitismin dl its
forms. Aswdl as keeping registers and regularly updating satidtics, the Federa Office publishesa
wide-ranging report on the protection of the condtitution every yesr.
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The German pend code offers a comprehensive range of legd instruments on the prosecution of
hate crimes for the fight againgt anti Semitism and right-wing extremism: Section 130 concerns the
crime of agitation of the people. Under this Section, "whoever publicly or in a meeting gpproves
of, denies or renders harmless an act committed under Nationad Socialism of the type indicated in
Section 6 (1) of the Code of Crimes againgt Internationa Law, in amanner which isliableto
disturb the public peace" may be sentenced to along term of imprisonment. Section86 prohibits
propaganda, the contents of which are intended to "further the aims of aformer Nationd Socidist
organization." Further provisons ded specificaly with the use of symbols of uncondtitutiond
organizations, the formation of organizations classfied as crimind and terroris, ingructiona
guidance to commit crime, representation of violence, defamation of the memory of deceased
persons or insult (Sections 86a, 129b, 130a, 131, 189 and 185 ff).

Both Federal and Land police forces are implementing ahost of projectsintended to illustrate to
police officers not only theoreticaly but aso practicdly the link between the human rights culture
and raciam, anti-Semitism and xenophaobia.

| regard the capecity and willingness to engage in didogue, as well as vociferousintervention, as
the centrd task of paliticians and civil society which, as Bartozcewski has just stated, must be
courageous. We must not remain sllent; in particular, our own shortcomings must not be ignored
or concedled. Our eyes, ears and mouths must not be closed. We do not want to live in a country
in which Jews are afraid to go to the synagogue, in which cemeteries are desecrated and in which
anti- Semitic remarks are permissible under the guise of freedom of expresson. Wewant to livein
asodiey in which multi-ethnicity and multiculturalism is regarded as avauable asset and in which
Jews and nort Jews live together in harmony. That is what we are fighting for.

"Humean dignity shal beinviolable!"
"Ein lifgo a be kawod ha'adam’.



