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DELEGATIONS OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, CROATIA AND SERBIA AND
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Permanent Council Meeting No. 543, 3 February 2005

Thank you Mr. Chairman,

It is my sincere pleasure to speak on behalf of the delegations of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia
and Montenegro and Croatia and to inform the Permanent Council that the Regional Ministerial
Conference on Solving Refugee and Displaced Persons—Related Issues was held in Sarajevo on
31 January this year, hosted by Mr. Adnan Terzi¢, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
B&H. On that occasion the representatives of the Governments of the three countries signed a
Declaration committing themselves to taking all necessary measures in order to completely
finalize the process of return of refugees in the region by the end of 2006.

The Conference was greatly supported by assistance and participation of the OSCE - represented
through the Heads of the three Missions -, the representatives of the European Commission and
the UNHCR, who all welcomed the efforts of the respective Governments aimed towards the
final resolution of this very important issue.

In the Declaration the Ministers have, on behalf of their Governments, agreed to facilitate the
remaining returns of refugees and internally displaced persons without any discrimination and to
provide them with all necessary assistance, welcoming the support of the UNHCR, the EU and
the OSCE in that matter. It was stipulated that the refugees who do not wish to return will be
assisted by their host country to locally integrate. The Ministers have also agreed to develop an
individual action plan for each country which would be unified in a joint implementation matrix
—a form of a Road Map in order to close the process of return.

We consider this political commitment of our three countries to be a valuable proof of good
cooperation and normalization of relations between the countries of the region as well as a
significant step forward to lasting peace and stability in the South-eastern Europe.

The integral text of the Declaration will be distributed as an annex to this statement.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.



Regional Ministerial Conferance on Refugee Returns
Sarajeve, January 2005

DECLARATION

Wa, the ministers responsible for rafugecs and internally displaced
parsons in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and Serbia and Montenegro,
miat todsy in Sarajeve To kentify our Individual and joint activities that should be
undertaken In the forthcoming periad with the assistance of the intermational
community in order to ansure @ just and durable solution to refugee and [DP
s:suation in our counories;

Considering that a just solution to this impartant issue must primarily be in the
intarest of safety, dignity and well-being of individuals and peoples, and should
also contribute to pesce and stabliity In Southeastern Europe, ac well as o the
efforts cur countries ara making to §ain Ehe EUS

Awara of the fact that getting over the legacy of the war lalls within the full
normalization of melations oebtween our caunlries;

Confirming aur commitment to implemeant international canventions on refuged
protection, notably the 1851 Refuges Convention and i3 1967 Prolocol, along
with the 1995 General Framework Agregment for Peace In Bosnla-Herzegoving
and espacinly 2 Annex VII as wall as the existing bilateral agreements;

Faking into cansideralion the Programme for raturng of end care for rofugees and
nternzlly displaced persan - Republic of Croatla, 1%93; Uwe Agresment on
Cooperation betwesn the future Government of the Republic of Croatia and the
Independent Democratic Serb Party delegates to the Pariamant of Croatia, 2003,
the Stratagy of Bosnia and Herzegoving Tor the implementation of Annex 7 to the
Daykon Peace Agreement (BiH, 2002), the National Strategy on salving the ssues
&f Reofugess and Internally Displaced Persons (Serbla, 2002) and the Malional
Strategy far Durable Solutions of Refugees and Intemnally Displaced Persons
{Montenegro, 2005-2007);

Taking nfo consideration the progress made over the years in retums betweean
aur eoyntries, and aware that outstanding challenges in refugae returns require
our cpaperatien; and fully aware that all refugess have the right to metum |0
safety and dignity;

Rearffirming that all refugess have an undeniable right to opt for their permanant
resicdence, and fully resalved to undertake afl the necessary national and
adminigtrative actions to allow the Iimplementation of thelr decisions and @
enslre & just saiution o refugea sibuations in our countries,



ve have agreed as follows:

1.

Pursuan:t to our COUNLRY programmes, we are committed to solving the
remaining population displacement by the and of 2006, to facllitating rebums
ar local Integration of refugees ang internally displeced persons in aur
countries, depending an thelr individual decisions, without any discriminaticn,
and providing assistance and support to refugess and internaly dispiaced
pErsons In cooperation with UNHCR, the EU and OSCE;

. Access to afl rights and snitiements, inciuding the righs e sccemmadation,

shall be ensured in 3 fair and transparent manner, while 21l social, legal,
orocedursl or @0y other requirsment for the implementation of the aboya-said
=hall be met In the spift of the present Declaration.

. Without prajudice to the precedence of the right to retum, refugees who have

chosen not to returm will be assisted by their new host countries to locally
integrate in accaordance wikh thelr natianal legislation.

UNHCR, as well g= che EU and OSCE are invived to ossist Our govern mants in
the return process and local integration and to raise financisl and other
support and assistance from the international community;

. Upon retum or local Integraticen, all refugees shall enjoy the same rghts and

shall hawve the =ame responsibilities as all other dtizens, without any
dlscrimination;

. The above mentioned principles and goals shall serve as & basis for the

davelopment of Individual action plans ("Ro2d Map”) in our countries, including
a comprehensive fist of all the tasks that must be undertaken and Sach
eayntry shall bear the individugl resporsibility for the implementotion, Those
individual plans of activities shail be unified In a joint implementation matrix;

. Each country shall prepare its awn action plan within the next three months,

During the same tmeframe UNHCR is Invited to &ssist In creating the
necessary databases,

. We commit ourselves to appointing the representatives of the responsible

ministries and ather relevant bodles, and we invite UNHCR, as wall as the
European Union and OSCE ta appeint their representatives o the Task Force.
The Task Force shall meat at kast four times a year b
» Unite individual action plans in a joint implemertation matrix;
« review the data base referred to in paragrapn 7 harain;
= paview the remalning challenges from (1) repatriation programmes
gnd access to the rights, (i) economic davelopment in the araas of
returms and integratian, (ii) exchange of data on durable solutions,
and {Iv) possibla izzuss of local Integration, including, fmter &fia,
iceues related to social protection of vulnerable groups, such as the
elderly, pabents and single mothens;



= fnanitor the implemantstion of the joint implemantation matrix;
» prepare ministérial meetings which will take place at least onc2 a

Weedr,

Thiz Daclaraticn s done in thres arlglnal copies n the official languages of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatla, 2nd Serbia and Meontanegro.

Dare at Sarajevo, on January 21, 2005

_f?}*kraff’?f‘f{‘{ P i

- Mirsad Kebo, Bofidar Kalmeta,
Minister for Human Rights Minkster of Maritime
and Refugess of Alfalrs, Tourlsm,
Boania and Herzegoving " Transport and

Davelopment of
Republie aof Croatla

fi '
gru-u/_m i,
| i

Rasifm Ljajic,
Hinister for Human and
Minarity Rights <f
Serbia and Montenegro
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