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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

It is my sincere pleasure to speak on behalf of the delegations of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia 
and Montenegro and Croatia and to inform the Permanent Council that the Regional Ministerial 
Conference on Solving Refugee and Displaced Persons–Related Issues was held in Sarajevo on 
31 January this year, hosted by Mr. Adnan Terzi , Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
B&H. On that occasion the representatives of the Governments of the three countries signed a 
Declaration committing themselves to taking all necessary measures in order to completely 
finalize the process of return of refugees in the region by the end of 2006. 

The Conference was greatly supported by assistance and participation of the OSCE – represented 
through the Heads of the three Missions -, the representatives of the European Commission and 
the UNHCR, who all welcomed the efforts of the respective Governments aimed towards the 
final resolution of this very important issue.  

In the Declaration the Ministers have, on behalf of their Governments, agreed to facilitate the 
remaining returns of refugees and internally displaced persons without any discrimination and to 
provide them with all necessary assistance, welcoming the support of the UNHCR, the EU and 
the OSCE in that matter. It was stipulated that the refugees who do not wish to return will be 
assisted by their host country to locally integrate. The Ministers have also agreed to develop an 
individual action plan for each country which would be unified in a joint implementation matrix 
– a form of a Road Map in order to close the process of return. 

We consider this political commitment of our three countries to be a valuable proof of good 
cooperation and normalization of relations between the countries of the region as well as a 
significant step forward to lasting peace and stability in the South-eastern Europe. 

The integral text of the Declaration will be distributed as an annex to this statement. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

PC.DEL/75/05
3 February 2005 
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