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687th PLENARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

1. Date: Thursday, 8 November 2007
Opened: 3.05 p.m.
Closed: 5.45 p.m.

2. Chairperson: Mr. C. Sanchez de Boado y de la Valgoma

Mr. A. Pérez Martinez

3. Subjects discussed — Statements — Decisions/documents adopted:

Agenda item 1: REPORT BY THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF

THE OSCE CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE ON THE CONFLICT
DEALT WITH BY THE OSCE MINSK CONFERENCE

Discussion under agenda item 2

Agenda item 2: REPORT BY THE CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE MINSK

PCOEJ687

GROUP

Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office on the Conflict
Dealt with by the OSCE Minsk Conference, Co-Chairman of the Minsk Group
(Russian Federation), Co-Chairman of the Minsk Group (France), Adviser to
the Co-Chairman of the Minsk Group (United States) (on behalf of the
Co-Chairman of the Minsk Group (United States of America)),
Portugal-European Union (with the candidate countries Croatia, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey; the countries of the
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate countries
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia; as well as the
European Free Trade Association countries Iceland and Norway, members of
the European Economic Area, in alignment) (PC.DEL/1103/07), Georgia (also
on behalf of Moldova and Ukraine), Armenia, Azerbaijan (PC.DEL/1112/07
OSCE-+), Chairperson
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Agenda item 3: REPORT BY THE OSCE HIGH COMMISSIONER ON
NATIONAL MINORITIES

Chairperson, High Commissioner on National Minorities
(HCNM.GAL/3/07/Corr.3 OSCE+), Portugal-European Union (with the
candidate countries Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and
Turkey; the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and
potential candidate countries Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Montenegro; the European Free Trade Association country Iceland, member
of the European Economic Area; as well as Armenia, Georgia, Moldova and
Ukraine, in alignment) (PC.DEL/1102/07), Ukraine, Canada
(PC.DEL/1110/07), Russian Federation (PC.DEL/1105/07 OSCE+), Holy See
(PC.DEL/1106/07), Kazakhstan, Serbia, Norway, United States of America
(PC.DEL/1094/07), Montenegro, Croatia, Turkey (PC.DEL/1097/07), the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moldova

Agenda item 4: REVIEW OF CURRENT ISSUES

@) Sentencing of a journalist in Azerbaijan: Portugal-European Union
(PC.DEL/1099/07), United States of America (PC.DEL/1092/07), Azerbaijan

(b) Declaration of a state of emergency in Georgia: Georgia, Ukraine
(PC.DEL/1104/07), Canada (PC.DEL/1111/07), United States of America
(PC.DEL/1093/07), Portugal-European Union (PC.DEL/1101/07),
Russian Federation, Norway (PC.DEL/1108/07), Chairperson

(©) Initialling of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with Serbia:
Portugal-European Union (PC.DEL/1100/07), Serbia

(d) Presidential elections in Uzbekistan, to be held on 23 December 2007:
United States of America (PC.DEL/1095/07), Uzbekistan

Agenda item 5: DECISION ON THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATIONAL

MODALITIES OF THE 2007 OSCE MEDITERRANEAN
SEMINAR

Chairperson

Decision: The Permanent Council adopted Decision No. 808 (PC.DEC/808),

the text of which is appended to this journal, on the agenda and organizational

modalities of the 2007 OSCE Mediterranean Seminar.

Holy See (PC.DEL/1107/07)

Agenda item 6: REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE

Announcement of the distribution of the written report on the activities of the
Chairman-in-Office: Chairperson
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Agenda item 7: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL

@) Announcement of the distribution of the report of the Secretary General:
Secretary General (SEC.GAL/215/07 OSCE+)

(b) Expert workshop on combating incitement to terrorism on the Internet, to be
held in Vienna on 15 and 16 November 2007: Secretary General
(SEC.GAL/215/07 OSCE+)

(c) Travel document security workshop for the Mediterranean region, to be held
in Madrid from 13 to 15 November 2007: Secretary General

(SEC.GAL/215/07 OSCE+)

(d) Appointment of the Senior Gender Adviser: Secretary General
(SEC.GAL/215/07 OSCE+)

Agenda item 8: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

@) Slovak Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe:
Slovakia (PC.DEL/1109/07), Chairperson

(b) Extension of the contract of the Head of the OSCE Centre in Bishkek and of

the Deputy Head of the OSCE Mission to Moldova: Russian Federation
(PC.DEL/1098/07 OSCE+) (Annex), Chairperson

Next meeting:

Thursday, 15 November 2007, at 10 a.m., in the Neuer Saal
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STATEMENT BY
THE DELEGATION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Mr. Chairperson,

The Russian Federation has decided not to interrupt the silence procedure declared by
the Spanish Chairmanship in connection with the extension of the contracts for
Mr. Markus Miller, Head of the OSCE Centre in Bishkek, and Mr. Gottfried Hanne, Deputy
Head of the OSCE Mission to Moldova.

At the same time, we wish to point out the following. This is no less than the second
time in the last few months that there has been a deviation from the provisions of the Staff
Regulations, specifically paragraphs 3.08 (e) and 3.08 (f), which provide for a limited term of
service for staff members in supervisory and other posts at OSCE missions. We take the view
that this practice is extremely undesirable, since it lessens the authority of our Organization’s
regulatory documents. We are assuming that the decision to extend the contracts of
Mr. Mdller and Mr. Hanne represents an exceptional case and will not have the force of
precedence.

| request that this statement be attached to the journal of the day.

Thank you for your attention.
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DECISION No. 808
AGENDA AND ORGANIZATIONAL MODALITIES OF THE
2007 OSCE MEDITERRANEAN SEMINAR

The Permanent Council,

Further to the discussion within the framework of the Contact Group with the
Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation,

Decides to hold the 2007 OSCE Mediterranean Seminar in Tel Aviv, Israel, on 18 and
19 December 2007, with the title Combating Intolerance and Discrimination and Promoting
Mutual Respect and Understanding;

Adopts the agenda and organizational modalities of the Seminar, as contained in the
annex.
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AGENDA AND ORGANIZATIONAL MODALITIES OF
THE OSCE 2007 MEDITERRANEAN SEMINAR ON COMBATING
INTOLERANCE AND DISCRIMINATION AND PROMOTING
MUTUAL RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING

Tuesday, 18 December 2007

8.30-9.15 a.m.

9.15-10 a.m.

10-10.30 a.m.

10.30-10.45 a.m.

10.45 a.m.-12.45 p.m.

Tel Aviv, Israel, 18 and 19 December 2007

I. Indicative agenda

Registration of participants
Opening ceremony

Chairperson: Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office
(CiO)

Representative of the host country
Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office

Representative of the Chairperson of the Contact Group with
the Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation

Secretary General of the OSCE

Director of the ODIHR

Coffee break

Report of the Chairperson of the NGO side event

Session 1: The implementation of OSCE tolerance-related
commitments in the participating States and the Mediterranean
Partners for Co-operation and lessons learned

Moderator: Representative of an OSCE participating State or
Mediterranean Partner for Co-operation

Rapporteur: Representative of an OSCE participating State or

Mediterranean Partner for Co-operation

This session will focus on:
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3-5.30 p.m.
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— Implementation of OSCE tolerance-related
commitments in the participating States and the
Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation and lessons
learned,;

— The role of women relating to the implementation of
OSCE commitments in the field of tolerance and
non-discrimination;

— Uptake by the Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation
of ODIHR’s tools and assistance programmes
developed to support OSCE participating States in
implementing their commitments.

Speakers
Discussion
Conclusions and remarks by the moderator

Lunch

Session 2: Promoting respect for cultural and religious diversity
and facilitating dialogue in the OSCE participating States and
the Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation

Moderator: Representative of an OSCE participating State or
Mediterranean Partner for Co-operation
Rapporteur: Representative of an OSCE participating State or
Mediterranean Partner for Co-operation

This session will focus on:

— The role of formal education as a means of combating
intolerance, stereotyping and misunderstanding and the
additional contribution by civil society and academia;

— Other educational tools and means, such as informal
and extra-curricular tools to promote mutual respect and
understanding among all segments of society;

— The role of media in facilitating mutual respect and
understanding and in countering misperceptions and
prejudices.

Speakers
Discussion
Conclusions and remarks by the moderator
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Wednesday, 19 December 2007

9.30-11.30 a.m.

11.30 a.m.—12 noon

12 noon-1 p.m.

1p.m.

Session 3: Countering discrimination in the OSCE
participating States and the Mediterranean Partners for
Co-operation

Moderator: Representative of an OSCE participating State or

Mediterranean Partner for Co-operation

Rapporteur: Representative of an OSCE participating State or

Mediterranean Partner for Co-operation

This session will focus on countering:

— Discrimination and the manifestations of racism and
xenophobia towards migrants, in line with the OSCE
Ministerial Council statement on migration
(MC.DOC/6/06);

— Discrimination against women;

— Other forms of discrimination.

Speakers

Discussion

Conclusions and remarks by the moderator

Coffee break

Concluding session

Chairperson: Representative of the Chairperson of the
Mediterranean Contact Group

Reports by session rapporteurs

Discussion and assessment of the OSCE Mediterranean
dialogue

Concluding statement by a representative of the host country

Concluding statement by a representative of the OSCE
Chairman-in-Office

End of Seminar
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I1. Participation

The Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan,
Morocco, Tunisia) will participate in and contribute to the Seminar.

The Asian Partners for Co-operation (Afghanistan, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Mongolia and Thailand) will be invited to participate in and contribute to the Seminar.

The OSCE institutions, including the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, will be invited
to participate in and contribute to the Seminar.

The following international organizations, institutions and initiatives will be invited to
participate in and contribute to the Seminar:

Adriatic-lonian Initiative, African Development Bank, African Union, Central
European Initiative, Collective Security Treaty Organization, Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia, Council of Europe, Economic Co-operation
Organization, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, European Investment
Bank, Executive Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States, 5+5 Dialogue on
Migration in the Western Mediterranean, International Centre for Migration Policy
Development, International Committee of the Red Cross, International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, International Monetary Fund, International Organization
for Migration, Islamic Development Bank, League of Arab States, Mediterranean Forum,
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, OPEC Fund, Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development, Organization for Democracy and Economic Development — GUAM,
Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, Organization of the Islamic
Conference, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Southeast European Co-operative Initiative,
South East European Co-operation Process, Stability Pact, United Nations, United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations Initiative, United Nations Development Programme, United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, United Nations Environment Programme, Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, World Bank.

Representatives of non-governmental organizations will be able to attend and
contribute to the Seminar in accordance with the relevant OSCE provisions and practices
(advance registration required).

Other countries and organizations may be invited by the host country.

I11. Organizational modalities

The Seminar will begin at 9.15 a.m. (opening ceremony) on Tuesday,
18 December 2007, and end at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, 19 December 2007.

The opening and closing sessions will be chaired by a representative of the
Chairman-in-Office.
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Each session will have a moderator and a rapporteur appointed by the Chairperson.
The consolidated summary will be forwarded to the Permanent Council for further
consideration.

Appropriate arrangements for press coverage will be made.

The working language will be English. At the request of several participating States
interpretation will be provided from and into French. These arrangements will not constitute a
precedent that can be relied upon in other circumstances.

On the eve of the Seminar, a side event on the role of NGOs in combating intolerance
and discrimination and promoting mutual respect and understanding in the OSCE
participating States and the Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation, with particular
reference to the role of women in promoting tolerance and non-discrimination for
Mediterranean NGOs will be held.

Side event(s) will be chaired by a representative of an OSCE participating State or
institution.

A report from the side event will be produced and presented by the Chairperson
before the start of the first session.

Other rules of procedures and working methods of the OSCE will be applied,
mutatis mutandis, to the Seminar.

Rooms for additional ad hoc meetings will be made available to participants. Such
meetings will be held without interpretation.



