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EU statement on Nagorno Karabakh

The EU would like to draw the attention of the Permanent Council to the
statement by EU High Representative, Catherine Ashton, on Nagorno
Karabakh, issued on 18 July and distributed to delegations as OSCE
document under the reference SEC.DEL/224/12, in which she stated:

"On 19 July, 'presidential elections' will take place in Nagorno-Karabakh.
| would like to reiterate that the European Union does not recognise the
constitutional and legal framework in which they will be held. These
‘elections' should not prejudice the determination of the future status of
Nagorno-Karabakh in the negotiated general framework of the peaceful
settlement of the conflict.

| recall the EU's firm support to the OSCE Minsk Group, and in particular
to the sustained efforts of its Co-chairs, aimed at a peaceful resolution of
the conflict. | call on the parties to step up their efforts to find a
negotiated solution to the conflict on the basis of the Madrid principles,
which would allow progress beyond the status quo. | reiterate the EU's
readiness to provide further support to efforts in this direction."
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The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland+ and Serbia*, the Countries of
the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania and
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA countries Liechtenstein and Norway,
members of the European Economic Area, as well as the Republic of Moldova,

Andorra and San Marino, align themselves with this statement.

* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia

continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.

+ Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic

Area.
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