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Madame Chair, 

On behalf of the delegation of Serbia I would like to bring to the attention of the 
distinguished Permanent Council this week another sad anniversary that was 
commemorated in Serbia: the NATO air strikes against the former Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, today Serbia, launched on 24 March 1999 at 7.45 p.m. The bombing 
lasted a full 78 days, comprised 2.300 air strikes and is memorized by the citizens of 
our country as a traumatic event. 
 
During this three months period, in which cities and villages throughout Serbia were 
bombed everyday, 2.500 civilians were killed – among them 89 children – and 12.500 
more were injured. 148 residential buildings and 62 bridges were destroyed, while 300 
schools, hospitals and other public buildings as well as 176 cultural heritage sites were 
damaged. One third of the country’s electrical capacity was destroyed, as were two 
major oil refineries. The damage to Serbia’s economy was estimated by national and 
international experts to amount to about 30 billion dollars.  
 
There are, however, damages that cannot be expressed through figures.  
 
Madame Chair, 
 
The Remembrance Day for the victims of the NATO bombing was marked by a 
commemorative special session of the Serbian Government and a series of special 
events throughout the country, including Kosovo and Metohija, paying respect to all 
those who lost their lives in the bombing, that was undertaken without the approval of 
the United Nations Security Council, which means that it was contrary to international 
law, as Prime Minister Mirko Cvetković stressed.  
 
In his address to the Security Council on the eve of the anniversary, President Boris 
Tadić referred to some other aspects of the military campaign that were not plausible, 
to say the least. He outlined that we, the Serbs, were collectively accused and then 
collectively bombed, as it was then claimed, for the expulsion of 800.000 ethnic 
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Albanians from Kosovo and Metohija. But the result of the war was the exodus of 
hundreds of thousands of Serbs, Roma, Bosniaks, Croats and other non-Albanians 
from the province, who even today, ten years later, cannot return to their homes.  
 
President Tadić underlined a further aspect, and I quote: “The Serbs were punished ten 
years ago with bombs. But ten years later, in the wake of the mass expulsion of Serbs 
and the firestorms against their homes and holy sites, the Kosovo Albanians have been 
rewarded by the recognition of their illegal declaration of independence by more than 
50 countries. – As the lesson for Serbia of the tragic military campaign of 1999 is that 
never again should the situation be created in which its citizens are punished and 
killed, so the lesson for the international community must be that innocent civilians 
should never pay with their lives the check of a wrongful policy.”  
 
Madame Chair, 
 
Since we are going to circulate the full version of President Tadić’s address before the 
Security Council, let me single out just one more consideration from his speech. As the 
President underscored, the Republic of Serbia condemns every war crime as a matter 
of principle, and affirms that all accused must be brought to face justice. Every 
indictee is an individual with a particular name and surname and has to stand by his or 
her responsibility for a specific crime. This is exactly why the ICTY was established – 
to remove the possibility of anathemizing an entire nation. 
 
Hence, Madame Chair, if there is no collective guilt, there can be no collective 
punishment.  
 
Thank you, Madame Chair 












