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ACTUAL STATE OF CRIMEA AND CRIMEAN TATARS

UNVER SEL

Chairman of the Board at Federation of Crimean Tatars Cultural Associations
Chairman of Crimea Development Foundation

Honorable Chairs,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Dear Guests,

On behalf of the whole Crimean Tatar community living in the Crimea and Diaspora, T greet
you all with respect.

The common history of our nations dates back to the migration of tribes that shaped today's
Europe. We experienced wars, pains and joys all together. Therefore, the Crimean Tatar
society is an integral part of the European family.

Without Crimea, the security and stability of Europe is unthinkable. Because Crimea means
Rome, Genoese and Venice! Crimea means Ottoman Empire and Tsarist Russia as well! We
are proud of our great, deep-rooted and rich history.

We are aware that all the communities, beliefs and cultures in which we live peacefully and
togetherin the Crimean Peninsula for centuries. This is the greatest wealth of Crimea.

However, we are deeply saddened and embarrassed by the military battalions acting with the
Nazi armies during the years when Wehrmacht invaded the Crimea. Just as the German, the

27 years before today, in 1992, constitution made a decision to expand the status of Crimea in
Ukraine. Asa result of this constitution adopted by the Ukrainian administration, almost all
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Crimean people tended to connect to Russia. However, this did not happen in the conjuncture
that day.

Crimean people. However, a brutal embargo targeting the fundamental rights of the Crimean
people was introduced after the referendum.

Dear guests,

Now, I present it to your discretion: Is the Crimean Tatar community, especially those living
in the Crimea, wanted to be punished for not cooperating with the Nazis? It is imperative for

European security and stability to end this injustice and to remove the embargoes imposed on
the Crimea.

We have made a decision with our free will based on the principle of “A4// peoples have the
right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status
and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.” as the first article of the
both “United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” and “United

Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights”. We expect the
entire civilized world to respect this decision.

Distinguished Delegates,

[n the days following the reconnection of Crimea to Russia, the social, cultural and political
tights of the Crimean Tatars which were not granted during the Ukrainian period given to us
under the No: 268 Russian Presidency Executive Order. Also, Crimean Tatar language
reinstated as the official language in Crimea. In the five years that have passed, important

economic and political fields,

Inaddition, a small minority who sucked the blood of our society, exploited their religious
feelings and tried to spread extremism, either fled the Crimea and joined the Syrian jihad or
took refuge in Ukraine. The partnership of these groups with the Nazj remains in Ukraine
against the Crimean people is also a threat to European security. It would be an

embarrassment for European history to excuse and €ven support them with coverings such as
human rights.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We, as Crimean Tatars, are a small but proud and honorable nation. We are a society that
believes in democratic institutions, education, women rights, the environment and equal
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L'invite all of you to think about this for the future of
respect to your esteemed dele
the world.

European security, and I extend my
gation on behalf of the Crimean Tatars in the Crimea and around






