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Human Dimension I mplementation Meeting
Warsaw Poland, 11 - 22 September 2017

SCHEDULE AND OVERVIEW
OF SIDE EVENTS

as submitted by the organizers

The Helsinki Document of 1992 (Chapter 1V) called for increasing the openness of OSCE activities
and expanding the role of NGOs. In particular, in paragraph (15) of Chapter 1V the participating
Sates decided to facilitate during CSCE meetings informal discussion meetings between
representatives of participating States and of NGOs, and to provide encouragement to NGOs
organizing seminars on CSCE-related issues. In line with this decision, governments, civil society and
other participants are encouraged to organize side meetings at the Review Conference on relevant
issues of their choice.

The side events below have been exclusively organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below descriptions have been
provided by the organizers. They have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers. Neither the text below nor the
events themsel ves necessarily reflect the views of the OSCE.

Monday, 11 September

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Human Rights in Bels - From the Case of Patriots to the Case obiLab
Unions

Convenor: Belarusian House Foundatwarsaw, Poland)

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsihility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Belarus remains one of the most repressiuatries in the OSCE region. Our experts will
present reports on current state with Human rightBelarus as well as its dynamic development.
Special attention will be brought to situation ardwstreet protests in late-winter/early spring tra@ar

and following repressions, that can be comparetl Wi#cember of 2010. Another point is so called
“Patriots case”, that resulted in arrest and crahpersecution of dozens of persons and their selea
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on the eve of OSCE summit in Minsk. Estimation wik also given to repressions against
independent trade-unions and its leaders and eliffeaspects of this case. The reports will be
accompanied by visual materials. Experts: Thenspaill be presented by leaders of Belarusian and
international Human right organizations

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: INTERPOL — Reformschitne Challenges Ahead
Convenor: Fair Trials Europe

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Fair Trials will host a panel discussiantbe margins of the 2017 Human Dimension
Implementation Meetings of the Organization for B#g and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to
highlight the ways in which INTERPOL has tackledrtan rights challenges, and to discuss how civil
society organisations can work together to stopntimise of international cooperation mechanisms.
This side event will highlight the reforms whichTERPOL has introduced in recent years to prevent
the misuse of its systems as an example of gooctipgato be followed by other international
cooperation mechanisms, and it will discuss thegdhat civil society can play in supporting the
implementation of these reforms, and identifyingHar challenges. It will also be an opportunity to
raise awareness of the ongoing challenges that R¥PKBL. faces to human rights activists as well as
OSCE state representatives, whose citizens anderdsi are often targeted by abusive INTERPOL
alerts.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Tajikistan in Focus: Asttaon Freedom of Expression, Retaliation against
Relatives, and Worsening Political Crackdown

Convenor: Human Rights Watch; NoriaadHelsinki Committee

Working language:  English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Tajikistan’'s human rights situation hadederated precipitously amid an ongoing
crackdown on the freedoms of expression and reljgjailing of the political opposition and

dismantling of the independent legal professiorg aimlent mob retaliation against the relatives of
dissidents abroad. Following the Tajik governmerdesignation of Central Asia’s only legally

registered Islamic political party—the Islamic Rissance Party of Tajikistan (IRPT)—as a terrorist
organization in September 2016, authorities havedavell over 150 of its members, and have jailed
at least 6 other independent lawyers. While pdlitiopponents in Poland, Lithuania, Germany,
Turkey, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and other coestabroad are targeted for extradition,



-3-

authorities have launched a vicious campaign dliegion against dissidents’ relatives inside the
country, pursuing a policy of collective punishmeiithe event will feature fresh analysis of thesat
developments and crackdown in Tajikistan while &g particularly on attacks on the freedom of
expression, including the new and disturbing tr@fidmob justice against activists’' relatives in
country. The speakers will also focus on a repobndtted in June 2017 to the UN Human Rights
Council by UN rapporteur on freedom of expressi@vid Kaye, who will speak via video link about
his report. Speakers will offer recommendationspiolicy responses by the US government, EU, and
other international partners. Speakers includeveé&stSwerdlow, Central Asia Researcher, Human
Rights Watch, Marius Fossum, Central Asia Repredimet for Norwegian Helsinki Committee,
David Kaye, UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom ofrEsgion, Professor, UC Irvine School of Law
Bruce Pannier, Senior Central Asia Analyst, Rad&eMzurope.

Refreshments will be provided

Tuesday, 12 September

Time: 09:00-10:00

Venue: Bristol Hotel (Slowacki Room)

Title: Priorities of the imming Italian Chairmanship
Convenor: Permanent Mission of Italghe OSCE

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Building on the presentation offered bg Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy, H.E.
Angelino Alfano, to the OSCE Permanent Council tve 20 July 2017, the incoming Italian
Chairmanship would like to share preliminary copsadions on main areas of interest for 2018. In the
“spirit of Helsinki”, dialogue and co-operation Witand at the core of the Italian Chairmanshipe Th
event is therefore also conceived as an opporttmitgceive precious feedbacks and suggestions.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Freedom of PeacefudsAmbly in Post-Soviet States. Report on Armenia,
Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine

Convenor: Association of Ukrainian rilan Rights Monitors on Law-Enforcement

(UMDPL); Moscow Helsinki Group; International Pagtship for Human
Rights (IPHR)
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.
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Summary: The freedom of peaceful assembly is aecstone of democracy. Our analysis provides a
comparative review of this right in five post-savitates: Armenia, Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and
Ukraine.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: M eeting Room 3

Title: ANTI SECT MOVEMENTSMD LAICITE

Convenor: CAPLC - Coordination des Asations et Particuliers pour la Liberte de
Conscience

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Since the beginning of the century, religi matters have emerged as a critical issue in
national and international political agendas. Hoevestarting in the 1980-1990s, a question started
preoccupying certain European States: the emergeinnew religious and spiritual groups coming
from abroad, from Northern America or the Easttlw spontaneous appearance of new spiritual
movements, besides traditional Churches and wanVdviwell integrated in society. Some isolated
violent acts that were committed in relation teew funknown groups on several continents, including
Europe, were then largely covered and exploitethénmedia, creating public concern. This gave the
political authorities of certain European countriginly French or German speaking, the opportunity
to claim a threat to public order and security itizens to put in place “anti-sect” policies desgdno
fight against minorities they deemed undesirablean€e started financing private anti-sect
organizations to fight against the abuses allegediymitted by such groups, the abuses consisting
mainly, after a deep and thorough review, in sgrepteliefs considered as deviating from tradition
and norms. The French authorities also financeckadh initiative of a European federation to gather
similar groups in various EU countries. Scholans gawyers from five European countries have
studied this phenomenon and documented how thesootl with and support to traditional Churches
to eliminate religious minorities is a violation thfe duty of neutrality of European States in tielig
matters under international human rights law. Bumainly infringes the sacrosanct principle of
Laicité of the French State provided in its Consiitn.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: GONGOs: Sham Civilcgety

Convenor: Permanent Mission of thep®blic of Lithuania to the International

Organizations in Vienna
Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.
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Summary: The aim of this panel discussion is taldight on the ways GONGOs operate in the OSCE
participating States and to raise awareness ofigbige, while exploring democratic responses and
policy recommendations in order to stand up foritltkependent civil society, counter disinformation
and enhance the implementation of the OSCE commisne

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Situation of Human gRis Defenders in the Government-Controlled
Territories of Ukraine: Three Years after Euromaida

Convenor: Helsinki Foundation for rilan Rights; Netherlands Helsinki Committee;
Human Rights Information Center

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Over the last three years, the focusteh@bn of international organisations and human
rights groups has been justly devoted to the sgcaancerns as well as humanitarian and human
rights situation of civilians in the conflict-affesd Donbas and the illegally annexed Crimea, where
hefty charges, including charges of terrorism akéeld against human rights defenders, activists and
critics of de-facto authorities. At the same timayltiple cases of legal and physical harassment of
human rights defenders and activists striving totgmt public interest occur in the territories of
Ukraine controlled by the government in Kyiv. A gorahensive report on this issue, prepared by
HRIC within the framework of a NHC-HFHR-coordinatgutoject on support for human rights
defenders was presented in Kyiv in May. The repoovides a situation analysis and description of
cases of interference with the work of human riglegenders and activists who strive to protect the
public interest in the government-controlled temiis of Ukraine. The report covers the three years
after Euromaidan (March 2014 — March 2017). It déss legislative changes that have adversely
affected freedom of association and freedom of mm@re for human rights defenders and contains an
overview of criminal and administrative proceediagginst human rights defenders and activists who
act to protect the public interest, incidents akttis and physical violence (including murder, el
assault and property damaging), surveillance angasrmampaigns. The side event will feature a
presentation of the report, including new inforroation developments after March 2017. This
includes legislative initiatives to increase finmhaeporting obligations of NGOs. Discussion a th
side event will focus on steps that are requiredhieyUkrainian authorities to improve the protegtio
of human rights defenders, and to take enablifgerahan suppressing steps vis-a-vis civil society.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Tajikistan’s PoliticRrisoners: Unfair Trials, Denial of Legal RighTxrture,
Harassment, Denial of Basic Prisoners’ rights

Convenor: Islamic Renaissance Party

Working language: English, Russian
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Following ban of the Islamic Revival Padfy Tajikistan (IRPT), more than 150 of its
leading members were arrested and sentenced tadamgmprisonment in unfair trials and denial of
judicial and legal right. They reportedly have beeistreated — and some tortured — in detention and
denied access to doctors and lawyers. For exartyddrial of 13 leading IRPT members ended in
June 2016; deputy IRPT leaders Saidumar HussaithiMahmadali Khait received life terms in
prison, while 11 others received sentences asdsrg years. Many international and human rights
organizations and embassies publicly expressedpdusess and human rights concerns about the
trials. In October 2016, similar concerns were dotever the trial of IRPT defense attorneys
Buzurgmehr Yorov and Nuriddin Makhkamov, who wesentenced to prison terms of 23 and 21
years, respectively. These political prisonersehiaeen arrested for their political views and andtias
members of the main opposition party. They havescionsly fought against social injustice,
corruption, nepotism, regionalism, injustices,agtd have been sentenced to long-term imprisonment
as a result of their political commitments.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45
Venue: Meeting Room 1
Title: Presentation of theDIBR Handbook on Observing and Promoting the

Electoral Participation of Persons with Disabibti@énd the ODIHR Guidelines
on the Role of Public Security Providers in Eleatio

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistitutions and Human Rights

Working language: English

Summary: As tasked by the OSCE participating St@esisterial Council Decision 19/06), ODIHR
continuously strives to further improve its methlodly and increase its professionalism by
developing handbooks on specialized aspects ofi@hsc During 2017, ODIHR has finalized the
development of two new handbooks for election olevsrand will present them at this side event.
Shortcomings in the fulfilment of electoral rightd persons with disabilities have become
increasingly recognized in recent years, including impact this has on their marginalization and
exclusion from society. All OSCE patrticipating ®®tmade a commitment to “ensure protection of
the human rights of persons with disabilities”. dilen observers have an important role to play in
monitoring the legal, structural and practical ks that prevent inclusion, and the extent to Whic
persons with disabilities are actively participgtim elections. Observers have a responsibility to
identify how political agreements and human rightsaties are being fulfilled, where there are
shortcomings in compliance, and to recommend wheat knprovements could be made. The
Handbook on Observing and Promoting the Electomattidtpation of Persons with Disabilities
highlights a number of action points to be congdeby election observation missions and teams,
including: (1) a comprehensive understanding odldligies (physical, mental, sensory), (2) overview
of relevant OSCE commitments and internationalgattions and standards, (3) voting and candidate
rights and registration, (4) election managementidsoplanning and voter education, (5) accessdo th
campaign and media, (6) access to voting modalif®sgender and disabilities, and (8) inclusion of
organizations representing persons with disalslitieelectoral reform. The Guidelines on the Rile
Public Security Providers in Elections guidelines mtended as a reference document for observing
and assessing the conduct of public security pesgidver the course of an electoral process as well
as to offer guidance to public security providef$iey are based on applicable international
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obligations and standards, with a particular emishais OSCE commitments as well as international
good practice in the spheres of law enforcement eladtoral security. By providing a basis for
election observation methodology in this area, éhgsidelines aim to ensure that assessments of the
role and performance of public security providetsig an electoral period are carried out in a
professional and consistent manner. They also ai@ssist public security providers in effectively
performing their functions during the different gga of an election. By assembling applicable
references, guidance, and considerations, a brnaagtiew of ODIHR'’s approach to assessing the role
of public security providers in an electoral corntiexprovided.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:30-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: lllusive Terrorists? Ruasi Repressive Policy in Crimea under the Guise of
Combatting Terrorism

Convenor: KrymSOS; Helsinki Foundatfor Human Rights

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: In the last decade, governments haveasitrgly employed counter-terrorism measures to
limit civil and political freedoms, surveil sociefi, control particular groups, as well as endovicpol
and intelligence agencies with excessive powerssiuhas followed this general trend, particularly
tightening its counter-terrorism and anti-extremiggislation and policy since 2012-2013. It is luhse
on broad definition of terrorism and extremism usedtoughen control and suppression of civil
society and particular groups of population. Af$eizing control over Crimea in 2014, Russian de
facto authorities started to increasingly use cewtdrrorism and anti-extremism legislation and
policy in the peninsula, which resulted in the segpion of civil freedoms and persecution of dialoy
groups of population. However, in the eyes of titernational community counter-terrorism slogans
may legitimize repressions and human rights viotetj and hinder correct assessment of the situation
in the field. The prohibition of the so-calledtrmist materials, literature and publications ket
serious violations of freedom of speech, the madihinformation. These violations are accompanied
by criminal and administrative prosecution for podtions, regular searches at private houses and
offices and blocking of web-sites and the mediathim same way, de facto authorities have banned
public events, non-governmental organizations, el as the Crimean Tatar self-governing body. The
counter-terrorism policy enabled the de facto auties to establish security services’ surveillance
over religious institutions and clergy; organizgukar raids on markets and compact settlements of
Crimean Tatars; and to regularly detain and intgate persons suspected in any alleged extremist act
This policy has also resulted in politically motiee criminal prosecutions of Crimean Tatars,
Crimean Muslims and pro-Ukrainian activists, patiely in the case of Sentsov-Kolchenko, so-
called ‘Hizb ut-Tahrir' case and prosecution ofilldmerov, Nikolay Semena and Suleiman Kadyrov.
Russian counter-terrorism measures in Crimea angrjmciple, directed against anyone who disagrees
with the annexation of the peninsula or with thes&an policy in general, labelling them as enemies
and extremists. Thus, state-sponsored hate speedes discrimination and aggravation of inter-
ethnic relations. Russian policy creates fear amgegeral population and constant sense of
endangerment to which the absolute power of sgcusetvices is supposedly the only possible
response. The speakers at the side event willdiectepresentatives of Ukrainian and Russian NGOs,
and human rights defenders and activists from Grimerking in the field.



Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: M eeting Room 3

Title: Shrinking civil sotjespace in Poland
Convenor: Helsinki Foundation forrhan Rights

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Over the last several years, systemiatls of the freedom of assembly and association
have taken place in several countries all overwtbdd, leading to what has become known as a
“global crackdown” on the civil society. It is astated that over the past four years, more than 60
countries across the globe have passed or draftesl that curtail the activity of non-governmental
and civil society organisations. Poland has eotained immune to this trend. In recent months,
there have been several significant changes lighitie operational space for the civil society -nfro
personal attacks on activists through administeatilecisions cutting funding for selected non-
governmental organisations to the recently suboitie the Parliament draft law significantly
changing the distribution of public funds among N&G@t the same time, however, the Polish civil
society has shown its strength and impact on puibidy mass mobilisation in protests against e.g.
the complete abortion ban (Black Protest in Oct@®416) or the reforms of the justice system (Candle
Light Movement in July 2017). The Helsinki Fouridatfor Human Rights would like to invite you

to join the discussion on the recent changes inRbksh civil society. The invited speakers will
present their diagnosis of the condition of theél ggciety in Poland and the recently occurred gean
significantly limiting its operational space. By roparing the situation in Poland to that in other
countries in the region, the speakers will assessdle and impact of the civil society in light thie
observed democratic backsliding. Eventually, thecuksion should answer the question whether the
civil society is the first victim of illiberal treas in governing or the last guardian of democnadices.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: OSCE must take new oiate actions immediately to stop enforced
disappearances in Turkmenistan

Convenor: Center for the Development oénfocracy and Human Rights; Crude

Accountability; Norwegian Helsinki Committee; HumaRights Centre
"Memorial"; Human Rights Watch
Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Enforced disappearances in the prisoesys the most acute human rights problem in
Turkmenistan. The international campaign Prove TAey Alive! has documented more than 100
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cases of people kept in full isolation in prisoome of them for as long as 15 years. There aréylike
several dozen more cases, including most recerst ion2016-2017. The campaign has documented
more than 20 cases of deaths of people from tluigpgrincluding at least five deaths in the last 18
months. Since the Prove They Are Alive! campaigs launched in 2013, it has worked closely with
OSCE institutions and participating States as asliwith the UN, the EU, and other international
actors to demand from the government of Turkmenigbtaput an end to enforced disappearances. In
spite of sustained pressure from the internaticoahmunity, the Turkmen authorities have avoided
taking any real steps to end this gross violatibhwonan rights and have not implemented relevant
decisions by inter-governmental bodies. Insteaay tlsimulate an ineffective “dialogue” with
international organizations on this issue. Sineel#tst HDIM, the situation has deteriorated further
Firstly, responses from Turkmenistan to inquiriestbe problem of disappearances have become
increasingly empty and often are simply absent.kifgnistan did not provide any meaningful
answers to questions on disappearances duringdperaviews by the UN Committee against Torture
and the UN Human Rights Committee. Turkmen autiesribre not making any progress on this
subject in the framework of cooperation with the, Bt¢luding annual Human Rights Dialogues; the
last Dialogue with the EU in spring 2017 did notngrany results on this matter because of the
position of the Turkmen delegation. In March 20iffe International Committee of Red Cross
withdrew from negotiations on cooperation with Tmeanistan, citing unwillingness of the authorities
to accept standard ICRC requirements for prisoitsviBromises of President Berdymukhamedov to
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany made in Aug2@1t6 to organise prison visits by diplomats
have been limited to a couple of “potemkin villagasits to freshly painted colonies with no contact
with people on the list of the disappeared, atiegndast. Neither have the Turkmen authorities eeiact
to pressure by OSCE participating States made ddgrsents at the Permanent Council or through
embassies in Ashgabat. Moreover, since 2016, thergment started a new wave of enforced
disappearances, with dozens of victims subjectefdlitasolation in direct violation of the countsy'
obligations under international and domestic lawug, enforced disappearances cannot be seen
anymore as only a matter of the past that can &mdd on the previous president; they are widely
practiced by the current leadership. Finally, hatdlere has been a growing number of deaths of
people held incommunicado in prisons since 2002Z2@tkey are just not able to survive after many
years of isolation in harsh conditions of Turkmensgns. Evidence of continued enforced
disappearances in Turkmenistan 15 years after ébgenhing of this illegal practice and the obvious
ineffectiveness of existing dialogues with the Tuoeén authorities on this subject are a serious
challenge to the international community. It isacléhat when no strong leverage is applied, the
Turkmen authorities avoid real cooperation on tligent matter. OSCE participating States and
institutions should recognize that the approacl tteve been using is not sufficient and adopt a new
strategy, using more resolute and proactive meafisthe side event, relatives of the disappeaned i
the “old” and “new” waves of repressions will gitestimony of their ordeal, and representatives of
the Prove They Are Alive! campaign will presentnisw findings and present ideas of possible new
strategies for the OSCE and the international comiiywu

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: International and dastie actors of legitimization of the elections
Convenor: Russian Public Institutd=t#ctoral Law

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
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provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The institute of election monitoring — iitde and importance in the election process.
Domestic and international observers — principlésvork, approaches and level of assessments’
objectivity. Good practices of public control iretlelections. New vote technologies as the factor of
credibility of the elections. New technical poskiilgs at the service of the observers.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Ukraine: Safety of jmalists and investigation of crimes against them
Convenor: Office of the OSCE Proj€ctordinator in Ukraine

Working language: English, Russian

Summary: Participants: Oksana Romaniuk, executivectr of the NGO Institute of Mass
Information; Oleksandr Yegorov, Office of the Pros®r General of Ukraine; Oleksandr Kovtun,
investigator of the National Police of Ukraine; Dmay Gnap, journalist; Andrey Lokhmatov,
journalist. Since 2013, the issue of safety of palists in Ukraine has gained special attentioidas
and outside the country. Investigation of a resbaarassination of Pavel Sheremet remains open, so
it is on number of cases of violence towards othedia professionals. Is there any progress andll a
what actions government and media community arnadaik break up the circle of impunity? During
the side event, chaired by the representative ef @SCE Project Coordinator in Ukraine, two
journalists will share their experiences of dealivith investigation processes, and representatifes
responsible law enforcement agencies (prosecutdrnational police) will speak about Ukrainian
government's approach to tackle the issue of intpuhiGOs will present the plan of actions to be
taken by both media organizations and governmestititions to improve the situation.

Refreshments will be provided

Wednesday, 13 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: How to Free the Medialurkey?

Convenor: ARTICLE 19: Global Campaign Free Expression; PEN International

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Turkish and international journalists ametlia freedom advocates, including Harlem Désir
(OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media), Eyotlerglu (a Turkish journalist, and
representative of Reporters Without Borders), Yofiuta (activist and wife of imprisoned journalist
Ahmet Sik), Sarah Clarke (Policy Manager at PEN Intermaipand Katie Morris, (Head of Europe
at ARTICLE 19), will discuss the current situatioegarding freedom of the media in Turkey and
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debate ways to restore this fundamental freedomme Turkish authorities have pursued a relentless
crackdown on freedom of expression and other hurgds in Turkey since the failed coup attempt
of July 2016. Independent mainstream media haga b but silenced, with some 180 media outlets
closed down. Turkey is turning into one big prigoncritical or dissenting voices. More than 40,000
people are languishing behind bars following thigedacoup, including at least 170 journalists.
Turkey's judicial system has come under extraomyiratack since the failed coup. What judicial
independence existed has been eviscerated as tines eme packed with political appointees. The
removal of judges who have granted bail to joustgsldemonstrates the pressure judges are under to
make politically motivated rulings. The trialsjofirnalists detained since the coup are ongoihg. T
second hearing in the trial against Cumhuriyetfsiafoccurring this week. We are profoundly
concerned about the quality of justice that joustsican expect to face. The organisers of thisiev
believe that a free, diverse and pluralistic mediaessential to guarantee Turkey’'s democratic
development. The event will explore the current mesituation in Turkey, and at the role of various
actors, including the international community, @storing media freedom.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Egypt Blasphemy lawgatt on Europe

Convenor: Organisation Franco-Egypiepour les Droits de 'Homme

Working language: English, French

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Blasphemy law, religious extremist teaghimt Al Azhar University, Fatwa Boxes at
metro stations, Al Azhar proposal of a new law agghate, are some of the reasons of the expartatio
of extremist ideology to Europe. It's time for OSE&#untries to react.

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: A new, comprehensiagvlon minority rights in Albania on the way
Convenor: Ministry of Foreign Affaio$ Albania

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Albania is committed to fulfil the intetizaal obligations for the respect and protectibn o
human rights and minorities, in accordance witlenmational obligations. Albania has ratified selera
conventions on human rights, as well the Framew@okvention of Council of Europe “for the
Protection of National Minorities”. Albania has positive balance related to the protection of
minorities and a climate of respect and tolerancevails in Albania. Albanian institutions are
committed to fulfil the international obligationsrfthe respect and protection of minorities, and to
enhance the implementation of the recommendatidnsanmitoring bodies. The Constitution and
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domestic legal framework guarantee the rights o$ges belonging to minorities, the right to declare
their ethnicity, to maintain and develop their oatl identity, the right of education in motherdgae,
their culture, religion, their fundamental freedoams rights. Albania is fulfilling its commitmenits

this respect even within its EU integration procelsthis context, Albanian institutions duringl®3
2017 worked on the preparation of a specific lawmanorities, based on European standards, best
European practices, international expertise, akithgainto account the specific conditions and needs
of Albania. A broad consultation process took elaoy involving central institutions, local self-
government units, independent institutions, mimegit associations, civil society and international
organizations. Albanian authorities consider theald consultation on the improvement of the
legislation and implementation of institutional reeees of a great importance, through the
involvement of relevant and independent institigiominorities’ associations, civil society and
international organizations. The process of prdjaraof the draft law was supported by the
international expertise of the Council of Europkhis law aims at ensuring the exercising of specifi
human rights of persons belonging to a nationaloniiyn which are necessary to protect the distinct
identity of national minorities as an essential poment of an integrated society and which guarantee
non-discrimination and full equality before the la®n 12 April 2017 Albanian government adopted
the draft law on minorities, and according to dotiedegislation in order to enter into force, itlWie
adopted by the Albanian Parliament.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Participation of persowith disabilities in political and public life
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistitutions and Human Rights

Working language: English, Russian

Summary: ODIHR will organize a side event on pdiitiparticipation of persons with disabilities in
the OSCE region. The aim of the event will be tantzh a booklet developed as part of the project
activities designed for the purpose of raising @mass on participation of persons with disabilitres
political and public life targeting OSCE delegasopfield operations and civil society organizations
Further, the event will provide an opportunity isaliss some of the challenges and the existing good
practice examples across the OSCE region, promatirdy participation. The discussions will be
based on the work carried out by ODIHR in thisdigh the last year as part of an Extrabudgetary
project on “Our right to participate - promotingetiparticipation of Persons with Disabilities in
political and public life (Phase | and Phase llin"addition, the side event will serve as a platfdor
discussions about the need to increase awarendsnaare stronger disability mainstreaming within
the OSCE executive structures. Disabled peoplaarorations will be invited to the side event in
quality of discussion participants and observefs a result of the meeting, ODIHR aims to raise
awareness about political participation of perseith disabilities in the OSCE region and the steps
that need to be undertaken to achieve a changeHRMill also present its current and future
activities in this field.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: The rise of extrenights in political life and society.

Convenor: Interregional Social MowsTh"For Democracy and Human Rights"

Working language: English, Russian
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Radical discourse of extreme right pattiesoming more and more dominant in political
main stream. As its consequences we see the egpamiskenophobia, hunting for internal enemies,
fundamental human rights violations. The dangéhas this reality is now actual for many countries.
Step by step things can be taken as normal. Treafd#$\zov” battalion in Ukraine with its neo-Nazi
ideology reveals how an extreme right movementuatal to the volunteer unit and then became an
official part of the Ukrainian state, as well ae tielativisation of crimes committed by this unitthe
political and social levels.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Empowerment of Womand Youth as a Means of Preventing Radical
Extremism in Central Asia

Convenor: Permanent Mission of thepliblic of Latvia to the OSCE; Permanent
Delegation of Norway to the OSCE

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The volatile and insecure social and ipalienvironment in Central Asia raises a number
of questions regarding ways to address lack ofrpssgon gender equality and considerable risks of
radicalization of youth. Young people often sufiem lack of social and economic opportunities and
lack of inclusiveness in education systems, and iadeiced to search for low-skilled jobs in
neighbouring countries. At the same time, the $psigerception of gender roles in the last twenty
years has shifted to become more patriarchal, woimehe region face persisting inequalities in
access to economic resources, there are unequalrldiorce participation rates, sector and
occupational segregation, a gender pay gap, anddpvesentation of women in leadership. The goal
of this panel discussion is to outline the waysdadress the need to prevent Central Asian societies
from slipping into gender inequality and religiowadicalism. This goal can be achieved by
highlighting the issues that need to be addresselliding the gaps in social, economic and edunatio
policies) and by showcasing the examples of goedtmmes related to promoting empowerment of
women and youth. Speakers from the internationgdmizations and NGOs in Central Asian region
and beyond will provide insights in regard to thégpical issues. Simultaneous interpretation in
English and Russian will be provided.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:30-14:30
Venue: Plenary Hall
Title: Children, Victims dfe Ukrainian Civil Conflict

Convenor: IGCP - Information Group@rimes Against the Person
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Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Civil conflicts badly affect the most veitable groups of people — those who
cannot care for themselves, including children. d@hath toll of the civil standoff in Ukraine
has reached at least 103 children so far, from B&rend Lugansk Oblast. The children were
killed as a result of military action, shellingr atrikes, or direct acts of murder committed by
both volunteer and regular units of the Ukrainiamed forces and police. Eastern Ukraine is
now facing the problem of social protection of dnén as long as kindergartens, schools and
medical care facilities were badly damaged in tbaflect, and their infrastructure is not
functioning properly today. At the event, we discusatters regarding the investigation of
child fatalities and casualties during the civihict in Ukraine, as well as issues regarding
social protection of children on the unrecognizeditories of Donetsk and Lugansk. Our
guests are human rights activists from Russia gadikke, journalists and eyewitnesses. We
also expect a videoconference with socially aatesidents.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Presentation of thenual Report "Xenophobia, Radicalism and Hate @rim
in Europe, 2016"

Convenor: European Center for DemogiDevelopment

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Several years ago, a number of expertkingpin well-known European research centers
(IRIS, Jagiellonian University, Pantheon UniversityAthens, Teeside university London, etc.) joined

forces to monitor Xenophobia, Radicalism and haitmes in 10 European countries - France, Great
Britain, Germany, Poland, Greece, Ukraine, HungRussia, Italy and the Netherlands. The result of
the monitoring is an Annual report on the probleshsXenophobia and Radicalism in Europe. The

report provides comparative statistics for the quer2014-2016 on Xenophobia and hate crime. The
report also contains new information on the radimavements of Europe, including far rights and

Islamist organizations, as well as on changeseéndbislation and law enforcement practice of these
countries. Annual Report made by the support oBlepean Tolerance Center (Latvia).

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Government against thle of law and civil society in Poland
Convenor: Open Dialog Foundation

Working language: English, Polish
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Government Against the Rule of Law andlGugciety in Poland A moderated discussion
panel with representatives of Polish civil sociatyd opinion leaders, legal experts and politicians.
Background Non-governmental organisations, clitafathe state authorities of Poland (including
Obywatele RP, KOD, Fundacja Otwarty Dialog and AkEjlemokracja) have been subjected to an
unprecedented pressure by the government dueitdrthelvement in the protests aimed at defending
the rule of law and the Constitution in the secbaff of July 2017. The draft laws presented by the
current parliamentary majority in cooperation witle government violate the separation of powers
principle. A significant mobilisation of the sogfeted to the vetoing of two of the three bills by
President Andrzej Duda. Thus, the independencéefSupreme Court and the National Council of
the Judiciary is temporarily maintained. Howevdre taw on the system of common courts was
passed and is subjecting the courts to the sigmificontrol by the Minister of Justice. At thenea
time, Polish public television TVP controlled byethuling party has launched a massive defamation
and slander campaign against the aforementioneahi@ations and, more broadly, all civil society
organisations criticising the government. The cagmpas based on manipulations, half-truths, and
fake news. Organisations criticising the governmamet accused of artificially provoking protests in
defence of courts and the Constitution, as welimasipulating public opinion for money from the
abroad. In response to the protests, the Mingdtipterior along with the Ministry of Foreign Adirs
have launched a series of administrative repressigainst the organizations involved and asked them
to cease the "illegal activities", as well as tovide an explanation with regard to their critical
statements. The image of the external enemy mteanlethe key activists are portrayed as traitbrs o
the homeland, or puppets in the hands of foreigmepe and governments (e.g. George Soros, Russia,
Germany and the Brussels elites). The ruling pstayted a discussion with regard to drafting of the
new NGO law, which would require organisations ndog funding from the abroad to be labelled as
foreign agents.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Civil Society and "Fgn Agents" -- Growing Legal Restrictions on Civi
Society in the OSCE Region

Convenor: United States Missionhis OSCE

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Civil society is under threat in sevemurdries of the OSCE region, where activists face
pressure from their governments for nothing moea texercising their fundamental rights. This has
been a topic of intense discussion in the OSCE &memt Council, the Human Dimension
Implementation Meeting, and other OSCE venues.s Elent will create a venue for civil society
organizations to discuss how so-called "foreignnéigéaws and other restrictions on civil society
impact their work and to outline the challengesytliace. Our panel discussion will include
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presentations by: llie Chirtoaca, Legal Resourcenti@ from Moldova; Roman Udot, Golos
Movement in Defence of Electoral Rights; and, Dav¥id, Hungarian Helsinki Committee.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: M eeting Room 3

Title: Equality of opportuypit equal participation in political and publicdif
Convenor: United Kingdom Delegatiortiie OSCE

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: At the 1992 Helsinki Summit, participati@tates of the OSCE acknowledged that ‘There
is still much work to be done in building democtadind pluralistic societies, where diversity idyful
protected and respected in practice’. Across tiP region however individuals may still face
additional barriers to full participation in pubfiolitical life on account of race, gender, religio
disability or sexual orientation. Taking as otarsng point the principle that everybody is bdree
and equal, this event will discuss how state mstihs that are representative of all the peopéy th
serve contribute to inclusive, stable and demaocsdicieties. Lord Cashman [a well-known British
actor and former MEP] will lead a discussion witkbjic and political figures from under-represented
groups.  Speakers will discuss the professioaalidrs that they have overcome and explore the
positive impact upon institutions and wider sociefydiverse representation in political and public
life. Simultaneous interpretation into Russiam &nglish is planned. Light refreshments will be
available.

Refreshments will be provided

Thursday, 14 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Armed Forces and em of Religion or Belief

Convenor: European OrganisatiorMditary Associations (EUROMIL); OSCE Office

for Demaocratic Institutions and Human Rights
Working language: English

Summary: OSCE participating States have committeinselves to ensure freedom of thought,
conscience, religion or belief for all and to ptaihdiscrimination on any ground, including religior
belief, principles which are enshrined in major efnfational human rights instruments.
Notwithstanding this, the right to freedom of radig or belief remains under significant pressure in
the OSCE region. In the armed forces, the expressfoan inalienable right such as freedom of
religion or belief is often confronted with the lismimposed on its manifestation by military seevic
The side event will aim at sharing experiences gadd practices in the OSCE region. It will
encourage discussion on the right to freedom ddicel or belief in the armed forces, exploring how
states regulate freedom of religion or belief ia tontext of the armed forces.
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Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Countering Violent Extresm and Securing Freedom of Expression Online:
Possibilities and Limits

Convenor: OSCE Secretariat; Actigaiast Terrorism Unit; Office of the Representative

on Freedom of the Media
Working language: English

Summary: The aim of the side-event is to exposdrtazaction between the exercise of the human
right to freedom of expression online, and Statesional security interests, especially as reflécte
through their policies regarding violent extremiand radicalization that lead to terrorism (VERLT).
Through practical examples, the side-event willukon identifying how the freedom of expression
online, including by journalists, can enhance Stasecurity interests. Discussions will concemrat
on how freedom of expression online and nationalisy may be undermined by disproportionate
laws, policies and practices, specifically regagdfERLT. Discussions are also expected to highlight
the role of the ICT sector, in particular internsgis, such as social media platforms and search
engines that wield critical power over the digigplhce and thus the individual realization of freedo
of expression online. Drawing on international g&ds on the role and responsibility of the ICT
sector, the event will provide an opportunity tadeess recently adopted legislation and emerging
proposals from States concerning the liability miermediaries for “extremist” messaging or “hate
speech”, as well as the policies of intermediamdy if publicly available) on such content. It is
envisaged that the side-event will also offer aifiorfor the identification of frameworks and praesc

in accordance with international human rights stadsl and OSCE commitments.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Politics of memory:owe toward reconciliation or an instrument of toeial
conflicts’ escalation?

Convenor: "Historical Memory" Foutida

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Nowadays the “politics of memory” serveirtgite social tension and escalate conflicts
instead of being the cure for traumas of the Pstv can the work of the NGOs within the
framework of the OSCE/ODIHR meeting help to overeotne problem of the abuse of historical
memory? The discussion will be held by the membétte Historical Association “United initiative
of memory and concord” and “Historical memory” Fdation.

Refreshments will be provided
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Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Years of Combatingtel&€rimes against LGBTI: drawing up the balance
Convenor: C.0.C. - Cultuur en Ontspags Centrum (Centre for Culture and Leisure)

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The OSCE has many important commitmentsoimbating any form of intolerance,
discrimination, and bias based violence. All thdiouge OSCE region, a clear pattern emerges of a
high level of violence and bias crimes against ilmgbgay, bisexual, transgender and intersex
(LGBTI) persons. Since 2008, COC Netherlands ham lengaging with the OSCE with several
partners from across the OSCE region. With the etippf many participating states, we have
addressed hate crimes, intolerance and discrimimadiuring side events. Activists from partner
organizations around the region have delivered melayed statements during working sessions at the
HDIM. Only last year, COC Netherlands and TGEUéawinted out that only in the last five years,
71 murders of trans people have been documentdfuiope. Nearly every transgender person
experiences harassment, abuse and violence. Siatlisr are available when it concerns the position
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and intersex people. rirfguthis side event we would like to draw up the
balance of years of engagement between civil sgciee OSCE and participating states. With all
these stakeholders, we will identify obstaclesgimgress and propose clear and practical solutrons
our common efforts to combat hate crimes in the B3€gion. Confirmed speakers will represent
community-based organisations from the Netherlakdgakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and ODIHR.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: How to address angir8tism through education?

Convenor: OSCE Delegations of EearGermany, Romania, Switzerland and the United
States

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Anti-Semitism continues to be a grave eamcas it is on the rise across the OSCE region.
OSCE participating States agree on the princips# #nti-Semitism is also a worrying signal for
human rights overall. There is a serious need ¢vgnt, clearly identify and address anti-Semitism
early. While criminal acts must be addressed by &vorcement and the courts, anti-Semitic
prejudices and stereotypes need to be primarilyvesddd outside the criminal justice system.
Recognizing that education is essential to promgaiterance and combating anti-Semitism (the 2004
OSCE Chairmanship’s Berlin Declaration on Antisésni), OSCE participating States have
committed to implementing educational programs amlgat anti-Semitism and to provide young
people with opportunities for human rights eduaationcluding on the subject of anti-Semitism
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(Ministerial Declaration of December 2014). Throwggtucation, children and young people learn how
to recognize anti-Semitic incidents, including @nporary forms of anti-Semitism, and fight against
them, promoting tolerance, human rights and fundaatereedoms, and critical thinking. In this
regard, a working definition of antisemitism wasopttd by the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance in Bucharest in 2016. Thisneweill allow participants to engage in a
substantial and practical exchange of views on wewys and tools to combat anti-Semitism through
education, on ongoing or future programs and astamed at eliminating this form of discrimination
for better and safer societies. An exhibition datid to the topic will be on display on the ocoasi

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Racism and Islamopiaob
Convenor: COJEP International

Working language: English, French

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Presentation of our report on racism al@mophobia in European French-Speaking
countries.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:30-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Tajikistan: Preverg the Radicalization of Youth by Fighting the Roo
Causes

Convenor: Eurasian Dialogue

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: An increasing number of youths in Censi, especially in Tajikistan being drawn into
terrorist and extremist groups, like ISIS, in seafar identity and a meaningful place in society ha
been the painful reality in this region. Profourelfngs of injustice and frustration about theiciab
exclusion, lack of freedom, crackdown on dissetatage amongst the main root causes contributing to
young people’s vulnerability and increase theilinginess to adhere to violent terrorist organizadio
which offer an apparent social purpose to them. @diey of using force taken by Tajik government,
to fight radicalization led to reverse results amdre radicalization of youths. To prevent the
radicalization amongst the youths needs to learnoibt causes and why the youths join the terrorist
groups in large numbers.
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Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: The role of interigibus dialog as a key instrument for social peand
security

Convenor: Ministry of Foreign AffairBepartment for Humanitarian Co-operation and
Human Rights, Russian Federation

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The side-event will provide an opporturityexchange best practices of interreligious
dialogue in the OSCE area. Contributions are egebbth from the participating States and civil
society.

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Prosecution of humaghts defenders in Russia

Convenor: Foundation "For Environtaéand Social Justice"; Moscow Helsinki Group
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Organizers: Moscow Helsinki Group, Coatitin support of human rights defenders in
Russia, SOLIDARUS, ECOSOCIS Foundation. Presemtatiothe report on prosecution of human
rights defenders in Russia. The report is basedroual monitoring and analysis of situation with
violations of basic freedoms and prosecution of &mmghts defenders in Russia. Also information on
the defense of human rights defenders inside atgideuRussia will be presented. Speakers: Sergey
Krivenko (International Memorial), Macha Chichtckema (Frontline Defenders), Alexey Kozlov
(author of the report), (Moscow Helsinki Group /ISDARUS)

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Investigation of humaights violations engendered by the armed cadniftic
the East of Ukraine

Convenor: Center for Civil Libertjgdelsinki Foundation for Human Rights

Working language: English, Russian, Ukrainian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.
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Summary: Members of the coalition "Justice for React Donbass" have been documenting since
2014 the facts of serious human rights violatioesulted from the armed conflict in the Eastern
Ukraine. A large number of victims have addressedmembers of the Coalition with the requests of
legal aid. The violations in question are relatedfundamental human rights and also social and
economic rights. There are also the cases relatdldet war crimes. lllegal arrests (kidnapping) and
holding in the detention, extrajudicial executiogsxual violence, forced labour, and involvement of
children in military activities - it is an open tlisf violations that occur in the conflict in Dordsa
every day. Today more than 3 million people corgitm stay on occupied territories in Donbass. The
persons staying on these territories are deprit@ayplegal remedy protecting them from these dleg
activities. The guestion remains: what can Ukralador all these situations to receive a propealleg
assessment, and for the offenders to be punished? ddould Ukraine carry out the investigation
when the conflict still continues? During the silgent, Ukrainian human rights defenders will expose
the scale and the tendencies of the main violatiasswell as the level of their investigation by
Ukrainian law enforcement agencies. In additiom, ¢inganizers are ready to propose for discussion
their recommendations in this regard for both Ukea&nd international organizations. The presented
recommendations will concern both changes in Ukaaitegislation and practical investigation of the
above-mentioned crimes.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Xenophobia and Radlgra in Russia
Convenor: European Center for DemogiDevelopment
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Report of the European Center for Demga@gether with the Russian Institute for Ethnic

Policy and Inter-Ethnic Relations Studies regardimg Xenophobia, Radicalism and Hate Crime in
Russia. Statistics, Pools, data of NGO.

Friday, 15 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Islamophobia as ttew Normal? Reflection and Action for Governmeantd
Civil society

Convenor: European Muslim Initiatiee Social Cohesion - EMISCO

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.
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Summary: EMISCO, the European Muslim Initiative 8ocial Cohesion, has for the past seven years
campaigned to highlight a range of societal issues challenges that Muslim communities across
Europe have been facing. EMISCO believes that tlebat against Islamophobia has entered a new
critical phase. Recent events on both sides of Atlantic have resulted in an unprecedented
‘normalisation’ of Islamophobia discourses and @polneasures. While it was customary in the not-
too-distant past to talk of Islamophobia predomilyaim the context of the extreme right, we now
witness a creeping ‘mainstreaming’ of Islamopholas, it becomes more pervasive in everyday
language, as it seeps into the official discoufgeotiticians and media, as it underpins discrinhimga
policies and hardening public attitudes. Historyanfully instructive as to what happens when the
world - international organisations, national goweents, social institutions, and society as a whole
watch the growing wave of intolerance and discratiom against a particular group without making a
timely decisive stand. The current creeping norsadilon of Islamophobia constitutes a grave threat
not only to the Muslim communities that it direc#ffects but also to every single member of society
This is because Islamophobia is an affront to the of law, the protection of fundamental human
rights, the legitimacy of international institut®rand the goal of social cohesion. EMISCO begeve
that the combat against Islamophobia is now maded than ever, demanding reflection and concerted
action on part of both governments and civil sgcidto discuss the most effective strategies for
combating and reversing the normalisation of Islphaiia, EMISCO organises a side event at the
HDIM 2017 with the title "Islamophobia as the nearmal? Reflection and Action for Governments
and Civil Society". The event aims to encouragdeoibn and build a momentum for more
coordinated action in the near future.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Freedom of Express@ond Religious Rights: Struggles and Challenges
Convenor: Soteria International

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Freedom of expression and freedom ofiogligs two points of concern in Europe. The
complex interaction between these two freedomsining more apparent in our diverse society,
where the cultural norms are being challenged bpajization. The right to freedom of expression is
constitutionally guaranteed and the state is lgdmailind to protect it. However, rreedom of expr@ssi

is not an absolute right, but is regulated by #ve &nd through responsibility. One may freely espre
one’s self, but in doing so, one should not dantagerights or reputation of others, by making false
and misleading statements. Unfortunately, thismenendation is largely ignored, and, thus, often not
respected across all levels, whether in governrhargtitutions, the mass media, or on the individua
level. The result is that this perceived total ffl@®m of expression does indeed have the capacity to
harm. The aim of this side event is, thereforeppen the dialogue between various members of
society on the topic of freedom of expression—palérly in the European contexts—with the hope
of increasing our understanding for one anothertaniihd a way to embrace diverse beliefs in the
increasingly globalized European context, whileeaitty to the shared moral code of conduct and rule
of law. During the side event we will openly disstthe issues related to freedom of expression in a
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religious context in Europe, and will focus on dimss such as: 1.What role can education play in

raising awareness regarding how to maintain freedbexpression, while ensuring the respect of one

another’s reputation? 2. How can education hekeraivareness with regards to the thin line between
the freedom of religion and belief and the freedfrexpression? 3. How can an open society engage
and work towards ensuring the freedom of expressitiile respecting the moral and ethical code? 4.

Should there be ‘checks and balances’ in relatofidedom of expression in a religious context? 5.

How can we resolve these issues together?

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Enhancing civil sotyis impact in Donbas
Convenor: Deutsch-Russischer Austags V.
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: In Eastern Ukraine, especially since tladsh events, the illegal annexation of Crimea
and the beginning of the Russian aggression inibdra vibrant civil society has flourished andiciv
engagement is increasingly dynamic. NGOs are adtivevarious fields such as human rights
advocacy, documentation of war crimes, peacebgldmmotection of women'’s rights and rights of
majorities, humanitarian aid, support and integratof IDPs, legal assistance, etc. Civil society
activists carry out their task in a volatile segugnvironment. Their contribution to the allevaatiof
living conditions on the ground, focusing on thesdae of the most vulnerable, is crucial. Some are
involved in conflict resolution, reconciliation anihlogue activities, and are keen to enhance ctmta
across the line of contact as well as with NGOsnfrilie Russian Federation, helping to defuse
tensions. What are the main challenges CSOs fadstwarrying out their activities? How to bridge
the gap between different fields of NGO work? Hawhelp create synergies in their work and
enhance their strategic cooperation? How to suggattsociety’s vital engagement in conflict-redait
work? How to maintain and develop contacts to devsllof the non-government-controlled areas?
This side event will present the main findings aadommendations by NGO-representatives from
Ukraine, Russia and other European countries wgrkin Donbas issues, worked out at strategic
retreat in Warsaw (26-28 June 2017), which wasrgasiised by the Civic Solidarity Platform (CSP)
and the German-Russian exchange (DRA) with the@tmb the French and German governments.
The presented findings contribute to the develogroém joint NGO-strategy to enhance the impact
of civil society in Donbas conflict resolution, whi is the main goal of the European civil society
platform CivilMPlus.  Convenors: DRA (German-Russi&xchange), CSP (Civic Solidarity
Platform), French Delegation to the OSCE, Germaredaion to the OSCE. Speakers: Sasha
Romantsova (Center for Civil Liberties, Ukrainexl®ntina Cherevatenko (Women of Don, Russian
Federation), Alexandre Pavlichenko (Kharkiv Humaigh®& Protection Group, Ukraine), Stefan
Melle (DRA, Germany).

Refreshments will be provided
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Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: National securityahsfers in CIS countries: shortcomings, compagativ
practices and recommendations for change

Convenor: International Commissiddurists

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Several cases in the last years haveidigddl the serious implications for human rights
and the rule of law of transfers of people basedational security and criminal cooperation grounds
in the CIS region. Extraditions, expulsions andnsbmes, transfers occurring outside of the legal
framework have triggered international reactiond aulings of international courts and human rights
bodies. The ICJ has researched these cases aldfrigmework and produced a report with its
analysis and assessment of the situation, provictimgrete recommendations for change based on the
comparative experiences and shortcomings of seldeté member States. In this side events - that
will see the participation of experts in this figfldm the CIS and EU regions - the ICJ will presignt
findings and engage in a discussion with all stalddrs on the concrete steps ahead of reform of the
system and practices in the Russian FederatiorCantral Asian countries to ensure that transfers fo
the purpose of criminal cooperation are carriedio@ll respect of the rule of law and human rgght

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Confronting hate cenprogress is possible

Convenor: OSCE Office for Demomr#nstitutions and Human Rights

Working language: English

Summary: This lunch event will present informatiom hate crime in 2016, gathered by ODIHR'’s
Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department as phits annual reporting. A new visualization of

hate crime data will also be launched at the ewatdwing our hate crime website to show a more
nuanced picture of hate crime situation acrosSQBEE. The event will demonstrate new initiatives
developed for the OSCE community to better addgaeps in responding to hate crimes. In particular,
tools to build comprehensive national solutions &mdsupport the victims of hate crime will be

introduced. Our partners, NGOs and governmentiafiovho have worked with the TND over the

past year, will do most of the talking. Please jainfor delicious food and discussions over ang hat
crime issue on your mind!

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Reform of the INTERBQJon't let it be stopped halfway
Convenor: Open Dialog Foundation

Working language: English
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Due to release of the report "Abusive afsthe INTERPOL system: the need for more
stringent legal safeguards" by the Special Rapppdéthe Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE), Member of the Parliament Mr Dr. BeRabritius (Germany, EPP/CD) and the Open
Dialog Foundation organise an expert seminar tesasits findings, comment on the reform adopted
by INTERPOL so far, discuss present challengese@léo abuse of the INTERPOL system and
project the future in this regard. The Open Diakamundation will present its assessment of the
reforming process and a list of 16 recommendatibaswill enable to move it towards addressing the
most present challenges and practices adoptedebgutinoritarian governments. They include taking
actions against persecution of entire families (@i8haov, Tokmadi — Kazakhstan), creation of the
compensation fund for the victims of misuse of tKEERPOL, stressing on the preemptive approach
to avoid persecution of persons who risk beingsgatdi for political reasons (Ana Urachi, Alexandru

Machedon — Moldova; Leila Yunus, Arif Yunus — Azaijan) as well as developing answers to
practice of targeting people residing in unsafedtitiountries (Anatoliy Pogorelov — in United Arab

Emirates).

Time: 13:30-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: EU-wide Movement dfet European Citizens’ Initiative Against Extremism
(ECI): Yes to a peaceful joint Europe, no to exfissgh

Convenor: STOP Extremism

Working language: English, German

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: EU-wide Movement of the European Citizéniiative Against Extremism (ECI): Yes to

a peaceful joint Europe, no to extremists! Extremis the threat to our time. To continue to liveain
peaceful and economically successful common Eurepe, must resist religious and political
extremism with all our resolve! Stop Extremism i§€aropean citizens' initiative, reaching out for a
comprehensive, official anti-extremism-package liy EU which would allow an effective and joint
action by all member states against extremist tecids. All of Europe is requested to seize measures
to correct the mistakes of the past and to effebtipush back extremism in all its forms. The asm i
to protect people and the economy in the Europeaior) and in particular, the European internal
market. Yes to a peaceful joint Europe, no to emises! Our side event during the HDIM 2017 is
dedicated to present those EU-wide measures andsdiopenly the initiative’s main purpose with
delegations and the NGO community. Keynote speakiirbe: Seyran Ates, German lawyer, author
and human rights activist, who has kicked off aadralebate on integration and Islam in Germany
with her books (among others, the bestseller Th&iddituralism Fallacy). She advocates a peaceful,
equitable and, above all, reformed Islam, far avayn violence and outdated structures. Efgani
Dbénmez, a former member of the Austrian Federaln€ibuis one of Austria’'s warning voices on
adherence to basic and human rights and has bé&ga ecsocial work and caring for refugees and
migrants for many years. He is a lecturer at thévéisity of Applied Science for Social Work.
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Sebastian Reimer is a lawyer with a doctorate andftavare developer. He helped bring innovative
projects to fruition — such as the Electronic Heaéicord — with his expertise in constitutional and
Union law. As an employee of the ConstitutionalV@ar of the Austrian Federal Chancellery, he was
able to acquire five years of intensive practice¢hie area of basic rights after his studies. Mofe
about the European Citizens’ Initiative Againstriértism: www.stopextremism.eu

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Azerbaijani exiles @eorgia: a test for Georgian democracy
Convenor: International PartnergbipHuman Rights (IPHR)

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: In 2014, the Government of Azerbaijaniated an unprecedented crackdown against
dissidents and independent activists. Many civitiety leaders were imprisoned on politically
motivated grounds and others were forced to fleenfiAzerbaijan. Many of those who fled the
persecution came to nearby Georgia where they preguhey would be free from Azerbaijani
harassment. In May this year, the abduction of AfgtMuhktarli and his unlawful transfer to
Azerbaijan marked a turning point in the lives aefbaijani exiles living in Georgia. Afghan'’s cdase
not an isolated incident, although it is the mossattling example of operations by Azerbaijani
authorities to target dissidents residing outsigeedountry. In recent years, some Azerbaijani nato
have been denied residence permits and asylum byg@aae authorities. These incidents raise serious
guestions as to the extent of collusion betweerctiumtries and influence exerted by the Azerbaijani
government over the policies and respect for hunigims exercised by the Georgian authorities.
This side event is intended to bring to light steriof Azerbaijani exiles in Georgia facing the
illegitimate restriction of their internationallyrgtected rights and the discriminatory treatment to
which they are subjected.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: The Disappeared P&sityr Berdyev's Verses Written Behind Bars
Convenor: Crude Accountability;nfar for the Development of Democracy and Human

Rights; Human Rights Centre "Memorial"; Norwegiael$inki Committee;
Human Rights Watch
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.
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Summary: The Prove They Are Alive!l campaign willdha side event at the HDIM reading from and
discussing poetry written in prison in late 2002 aarly 2003 by a victim of enforced disappearances
and political repression, former Minister of FomigAffairs of Turkmenistan and former
Representative of Turkmenistan to the OSCE, Bagrdiev. The poems were smuggled out of
prison and passed on to an acquaintance abroadcdrhpaign will present a collection of these
poems in the Russian original and an English tetiosi which it published in August 2017. The
campaign will host James Womack, poet and translatoo edited the translated poems, and Arkady
Dubnov, journalist and expert on Turkmenistan’sagmeared, to speak about the poems and the
disappeared in Turkmenistan’'s prisons. We will réamn the poems, discuss the case of Batyr
Berdyev, and provide an update on Turkmenistarssyapieared. Batyr Berdyev was arrested on
December 7, 2002, and charged with involvemenhéncoup attempt against then-President Niyazov,
which took place on November 25, 2002. A videdtisf‘confession” was broadcast on television on
December 18, 2002, and he was convicted on Jargr2003 by the Ashgabat city court and
sentenced to 25 years imprisonment. Testimony washghat Berdyev was beaten and tortured by
the authorities during the course of the invesibgainto charges against him. His relatives hawe n
information about his fate or whereabouts sincerdfis trial. There are controversial and uncordigm
reports of his death in prison. President Berdymamkedov, when asked about Berdyev's fate, and
that of Boris Shikhmuradov, at Columbia UniversitySeptember 2007, responded, “| am sure that
these people are still alive.” (http://www.fergapas.com/news.php?id=7191). This has been the
only statement about the fate of Berdyev made byTilwrkmen authorities. Batyr Berdyev served as
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan i2000-2001. From 1995 to 2000, he was
Turkmenistan’'s Ambassador to the OSCE; he was samebusly Turkmenistan's Ambassador to
Austria, the Slovak Republic, and the Czech Republe had served the government of Turkmenistan
in various capacities prior to that, and had alssked as a journalist. He graduated from Turkmen
State University in 1982.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Presentation of Eueap Islamophobia Report 2016

Convenor: SETA - Foundation for Rodil, Economic and Social Research

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The recent wave of hostile, xenophobisgraninatory and racist discourse and actions
against Muslims in the European countries have b&eming following the so called “Syrian refugee
crisis” in Europe and emergence of DAESH attacksughout Europe. Hence, Islamophobia became
an acute risk and a threat to European peace atfilitgt To increase the awareness towards
Islamophobia, in 2016 SETA started to publish anuah report, namely “European Islamophobia
Report”, which covers the Islamophobia and relaeents in approximately 27 European countries.
On September 15, 2017 SETA will organize a sidexewva the issue of “Islamophobia: A Threat to
Peace and Stability in Europe” in Warsaw/ Polandindu the “2017 Human Dimension
Implementation Meeting” organized by OSCE Office Remocratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR). In this side-event, the findings of thespayear's report and the events related to
Islamophobia happened so far in European countiilebe discussed.



-28-

Time: 18:15-19:45 (SIDE EVENT CANCELLED)

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Citizen observers'leaoral recommendations: Follow-up on the
implementation in the EU-Eastern Partnership cdesitrand Russian
Federation

Convenor: Norwegian Helsinki Commeitt

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The role of domestic citizen election obses in promoting electoral reforms in the post-
soviet countries according to the OSCE standardgjhmed in importance over the recent years. The
core part of the citizen election observation s éissessment of how and to what extent the paticul
State is implementing regulations which reflect tfagional election legislation and the internationa
standards. Thus, the follow-up on the implementatibelectoral recommendations provided over the
past years both by the citizen election observarsthe international organisations is increasingly
important in assessing the democratisation of kbetien processes. The willingness of the Staies t
improve electoral systems by implementing citizdrsesvers' recommendations vary significantly
among the countries where the member organisaténhie European Platform for Democratic
Elections are operating. The crucial questionse@ddressed during the event are: what instruments
can citizen election observers use to effectivelyshp electoral reforms according to their
recommendations, what mechanisms can a State gete@loetter recognise the assistance of citizen
election observers in implementing their electsslommendations and how to develop a synergy
among domestic and international election obseruererder to enhance the democratisation of
electoral systems in the post-soviet region.

M onday, 18 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Development of theittontrol system in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus
Convenor: Interregional Human RigBtsup - Voronezh / Blacksoil Region
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Presentation of the NGO's report on tiveldpment of the civil control system in Russia,
Ukraine and the Republic of Belarus for the lagedrs
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Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Youth Engagementfeetive Practices from the OSCE Area

Convenor: Permanent Mission of Spainttte OSCE, OSCE Office for Democratic

Institutions and Human Rights
Working language: English

Summary: Trends throughout the OSCE area inditeteyung people are making use of new ways
of engagement beyond conventional forms of putdidicipation, evidenced by extremely low rates
of youth membership in political parties, amongestindicators. At the same time young people are
increasingly engaged in issue-based activism amdcady, favouring new engagement tools in order
to exert influence. Strong democratic institutiory on a foundation of an informed and engaged
citizenry, and such engagement requires that ogizge aware of their rights, and are also able to
leverage those rights to access public and pdlitisditutions, and advocate for change within thei
communities. New information and communication testhgies (ICT), including social media and
online platforms, offer a range of engagement ofpmities for young people, from the ability to
identify and research issues of importance, toispanformation and connecting with like-minded
peers around an issue. Yet, while these tools eaarbavenue for public participation, ensuring a
multiplicity of voices in the public arena, theyncalso be used for the dissemination of divisive
rhetoric. The OSCE’s Human Dimension commitmdnighlight the critical role that young people
have in helping participating States fulfil theierdocracy and human rights obligations. The 2007
OSCE Madrid Ministerial Decision No. 10/07 spedflg acknowledges “the important role youth
can play in fostering mutual respect and understgng...] contributing to the promotion of
democracy, human rights, and fundamental freedof@ger the past several years, ODIHR and other
OSCE institutions have conducted a number of yéathised activities, to assist participating States
in upholding these commitments, ranging from caiasive Youth Leadership Forums to capacity-
building workshops that prepare young people focaaeer in public service, and peer-to-peer
networking opportunities. This side event will fi#tate an exchange of experiences and good practice
for supporting youth political participation in tl@SCE region, and explore how public institutions
are adapting to new and indirect forms of partitgpafrom young people, also noting the experiences
of youth from marginalized groups. Discussants wéflect on these experiences, highlighting
practices to continue in the future.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Gender: Law and girees in daily life and media representation unidher
State of Emergency in Turkey

Convenor: HUN Consultancy; Ucan SgpuFlying Broom)

Working language: English, Turkish

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The event is going to focus on what hapé@ed in 'gender issues' in daily life in terms of
legislation and practices since the state of enmengevas declared in Turkey in July 2016. Gender is
chosen as a key word to better understand notmnolgiems stemming from binary (man and woman)
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order but also covers sexual minorities includiegpian, gay, transsexual, trans, non-binary, iexers
gender non-conforming people (and so on). At theearthe event, we are going to look in the media
representation of especially women who were subjetti male violence due to their appearances and
clothing in public transportation and related worksFlying Broom Woman Communication and
Research Association.

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: The Role of Civil Sety within the National Referral Mechanisms of
participating States

Convenor: Coalition Against Traffioki in Women, OSCE Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: OSCE participating States have committeamselves to promoting a comprehensive
human rights-based and victim-centered approactoinbating all forms of trafficking in human
beings (THB), as reaffirmed by the Vilnius MinistdrDeclaration on Combating All Forms of
Human Trafficking (MC.DOC/1/11/Corr.1, 7 Decembe®12), through national, regional and
international arrangements. There exists a fundéah@nportance of a strong legal framework in all
areas of anti-trafficking action — protection, mrosgtion and prevention. These include an effective
and inclusive National Referral Mechanisms (NRM),guarantee protection and provision of legal
assistance and access to justice for victims dficking, and to undertake measures to ensure
protection of victims’ rights, including in the press of return. The importance of establishing an
effective NRM has been confirmed by the participgtbtates in numerous OSCE commitments and
documents. The OSCE Action Plan to Combat Traffigkin Human Beings recommends to
participating States to establish NRMs by creatimgco-operative framework within which
participating States fulfil their obligations togbect and promote the human rights of the victihs o
THB in co-ordination and strategic partnership vaivil society and other actors working in thisldie
(MC. Dec. No. 2/03, Annex V.3.1). This effort ispported by a practical handbook - National
Referral Mechanisms: Joining Efforts to Protect Rights of Trafficked Persons — developed by
ODIHR in 2004 and which is currently in the proce$deing updated. Principle 6 of the ODIHR
NRM handbook states that “combating traffickinghmman beings requires a multidisciplinary and
cross-sector approach, involving all relevant actémom government and civil society.” The
participation of civil society allows anti-traffickg measures to be scrutinized for the degree iolwh
they protect human rights. In addition, multididicipry teams are more likely to have the expertise
necessary to draw up measures to counter humditkiad) across the various fields. With many
participating States experiencing an unprecedemtagk of migration consisting of a mix of asylum-
seekers/potential refugees, economic migrants, @opllations vulnerable to trafficking, among
others, the role and expectations of the civilietgcin addressing the vulnerabilities to human
trafficking within mixed-migration flows have furhmore increased. Civil society actively provides
shelter, food, medical care, search and rescueptedt forms of support to new arrivals across the
OSCE region. The side event will highlight theedidor strengthening the role of civil society &s0
the OSCE region to ensure an effective victim-certehuman rights-based approach to combating
trafficking in human beings. It will aim at promg exchange of information and views among
OSCE delegations, international actors and civdietg on strengthening the role of civil society
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within the NRMs, as well as focus on civil socigiyod practices in decreasing the vulnerabilities to
trafficking in human beings within mixed-migratifiows.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: M eeting Room 3

Title: Violations of Inteational humanitarian law and international crinias
Eastern Ukraine

Convenor: Truth Hounds

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Three and a half years since the corfitigt erupted in Eastern Ukraine it is still taking
lives of many civilians, leads to destruction ofiléan property and forces people to flee. Morentha
100 civilians were killed, and over 500 woundedionbass in the course of last year. Most of these
incidents were acts of war crimes, committed by lwatants of both sides of the conflict. Local and
international actors have been documenting viakatiof international humanitarian law and
international crimes since the conflict eruptedthe spring of 2014. While documentation efforts
continue from the civil society side, there islditeffort to bring perpetrators to justice, a picet
which reinforces already enshrined culture of iniguim Donbass. Importance of accountability for
international crimes in Eastern Ukraine as weldlsrnative prospects for fight against impunityl wi
be discussed at this side event that will be hoswedruth Hounds together with International
Partnership for Human Rights.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Roma and Sinti Youtfitiative: Youth as Agents of Change
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistitutions and Human Rights
Working language: English, Russian

Summary: Active participation of Roma and Sinti frouepresents one of the most quintessential
elements for ensuring the involvement and empowetmé Roma and Sinti youth as agents of
change. It remains a priority in the OSCE’s capattilding mandate under the 2003 Action Plan for
Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti withinettOSCE Area, enhanced in 2013 with the
Ministerial Council Decision No. 4/13, particularfgcusing on Roma and Sinti women, youth and
children. ODIHR’s project Roma and Sinti Youltlitistive placed a primary focus on three thematic
areas: empowerment and social inclusion of RomaSamiil communities through youth activism and

volunteering, public and political participation Boma and Sinti youth, and Roma and Sinti youth
and the issue of security. In the course of thgept® implementation in 2016 and 2017, the Roma
and Sinti Youth Initiative created opportunities j@uth to implement small grassroots projectdsn i

main thematic areas, provided young Roma and Siotivists with professional development

opportunities at ODIHR, and raised awareness of OB€titutions, participating States and the wider
public on the situation of Roma and Sinti youth. s side event, Roma and Sinti civil society
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activists who were directly engaged in the Roma &imdi Youth Initiative will highlight the main
achievements of their activities and the key issaffscting the Roma and Sinti youth in their
communities.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:30-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Combating hate ocgimtowards comprehensive and effective model of
prevention and counteraction

Convenor: "Ordo luris" Institute foegal Culture

Working language: English, Polish

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The purpose of the event is to analyzeptissible development of the concept of hate
crime, with particular respect to the problem aminalization of incitement to hatred and violence.
The analysis will aim to situate the notion of hatene within the broad framework of fundamental
rights guarantees and examine its relation to tmerantees of the freedom of expression. It will
encompass European Union law, including Councilnfénsork Decision 2008/913/JHA of 28
November 2008 on combating certain forms and esjoes of racism and xenophobia by means of
criminal law, the Council of Europe system of hunraghts protection, as well as of constitutional
human rights protection systems the OSCE statggariticular legal framework in Poland. Adequacy
of statutory measures available and their adoptigmmactice will be assessed.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Political persecutionUkraine and Baltic States

Convenor: Center for Social-PolitiGtudies “Russian Baltica”; Institute of European
Studies

Working language: Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Monitoring of the observance of human tegim Eastern Europe is characterized by
examples of systematic pressure on the peopleogiplesition sentiments, in the main representatives
of ethnic minorities, for political reasons. Iretframework of the side-event two reports on thienfo
and instruments of political persecution will beeggnted. The first one will cover the situation in
Baltic States, the second one — the situation iraldk. The main aim of the reports is to find out
reasons why political persecution has become mmguént and its specifics in Baltic States and
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Ukraine. The question of ensuring access to judtcepeople persecuted for political reasons in
Ukraine and Baltic States will be also raised.

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: The protection of rhan rights in addressing violent extremism and
radicalization that leads to terrorism (VERLT) retprison context

Convenor: Penal Reform Internatip@SCE Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights

Working language: English, Russian

Summary: Questions concerning Violent Extremism d&wablicalization that Lead to Terrorism
(VERLT) in the prison context have received inchegsittention at the OSCE and at the international
level more generally. The 2015 Belgrade Declaratanpreventing and countering VERLT of the
OSCE Ministerial Council drew attention to “the fféloat radicalization to terrorism and recruitment
by terrorists can take place in prisons”, as diesa resolutions of the UN Human Rights Council
and the General Assembly. A number of internati@ral regional actors (such as UNODC and the
Council of Europe) have also published guidanceudmnts related to the issue; and both ODIHR’s
Human Rights and Anti-Terrorism (HRAT) Programmevad| as Penal Reform International (PRI)
have started exploring the various human rightseissrising in preventing and countering VERLT in
prisons in accordance with their respective aréasook. Given that many conditions conducive to
VERLT in prisons appear to stem from human rightgations, it is essential that OSCE participating
States follow a hum rights-based approach to ptengeterrorist radicalization in prisons. This must
encompass efforts to improve overall prison condiiand ensure humane, safe and secure conditions
for all prisoners; but also human rights based pmessconcerning the management of violent
extremist offenders and their reintegration andbdhation. The side event will provide a platfotm
further explore the human rights issues arisingpliaventing and countering VERLT in prisons,
promote exchange of information and views on thgjesut and highlight the need for human rights
compliant responses to VERLT in prison settings.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Ensuring Security for Rar€ommunities in Ukraine: Challenges and Steps
Forward

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistitutions and Human Rights

Working language: English, Russian

Summary: Safety and security are among the most bagds which enable people to play an equal
part in the society. In Ukraine little progress ha&gen made since the adoption of the National Roma
Strategy, which recognized Roma community as drntbeomost vulnerable groups in Ukraine and
tasked the executive bodies to strengthen the ecatipn of law enforcement agencies and Roma
civil society organizations. Roma men and womeblknaine continue experiencing various threats to
their safety including discrimination in all areafslife, intolerance, hate crimes, ethnic profilingd
misconduct by law enforcement officials, which aowith failure to protect Roma and properly
investigate crimes against them result in lackragttbetween police and Roma community. Ongoing
crisis in the east of the country have made Rorea evore vulnerable exposing them to displacement
and multiple discrimination. Similarly, the recar#ises of mob violence against Roma demonstrated
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the inability of police to ensure safety for thevgounities. This side event will present prelinina
findings of the study on “Security Perceptions agmdRoma Men and Women in Ukraine”
commissioned by ODIHR and implemented by the Khaikistitute for Social Researches. The
research provides a more detailed analysis on Hwmirity needs of Roma communities in
Transcarpathia and Odesa regions and pays atteattbe specific security concerns and needs of the
most vulnerable groups, in particular Roma womeah displaced Roma. Moreover, the study gives
insight into the perceptions of police about Ronral golicing in Roma communities. Most
importantly, the side event will provide a forunr fexchange of information on recent cases of
violence against Roma community in Ukraine, disrsf security needs of Roma people in
Ukraine and challenges they face, and identificatibpossible ways forward.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Does Justice Requilrials? The global explosion of plea bargainimgl a
other trial waiver systems

Convenor: Fair Trials Europe

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Fair Trials will host a panel discussiantbe margins of the 2017 Human Dimension
Implementation Meetings of the Organization for B#g and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to
present our research on the global spread of w#er systems as described in the report, “The
Disappearing Trial,” and to solicit the sharingexfperiences in the use of trial waiver systemssacro
the OSCE. The OSCE has undertaken substantiatettoassist jurisdictions in adopting trial waiver
systems and has monitored their implementation. Mesmber countries have rich and varied
experience in these systems, from the United Steltese the practice is long-established to coustrie
recently adopting and considering adopting newesyst This side event will capitalize on the
comparative expertise of attendees at the meatindentify jurisdictions and individuals with uséfu
experiences of both good and bad practice in wailer systems. It will aim to raise the profile of
trial waiver systems as a pressing challenge fonarurights and rule of law protection and to gauge
potential jurisdictions and partners for future Wwon this issue.

Refreshments will be provided

Tuesday, 19 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Racism and the polatate in western democracies
Convenor: Justice and Liberties AbiCommittee

Working language: English
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Analyzing the evolution of public discaursalling for restriction of civil liberties. The
failures and impacts of antiterrorism measures il liberties. How racism shapes the security
agenda. How communities are affected Recommendatiomember states.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: M eeting Room 3

Title: Independent Evaloat of Selected Human Dimension Commitments -
Austria 2017

Convenor: Federal Ministry for Euegntegration and Foreign Affairs, Austria

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Following the examples of Switzerland @01Serbia (2015) and Germany (2016), the
Austrian Chairmanship 2017 is committed to contiguthe good practice of commissioning an
independent evaluation of selected OSCE Human ¥menCommitments. The European Training
and Research Centre Graz (ETC) and the Austrianu@smban Board in its role as the Austrian NHRI
will present the establishment of the process drair tpreliminary assessment. The practice of
voluntary reports will be discussed with stakehdddancluding the Civic Solidarity Platform.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Secrecy surroundihg tleath penalty application in Belarus

Convenor: International Federation uman Rights (FIDH); Human Rights Center
"Viasna"

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: In Belarus, the rights of people sentertcedeath are violated at all stages of legal
proceedings. In line with the general secrecy sumding the application of death penalty in Belarus,
there is no official information about the conditsoof detention of convicts on death row. The mubli
is not informed of the death sentences or execsitiBelatives are not being notified neither prior n
immediately after the execution. The body is ndtimeed to the family and the burial site is not
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disclosed. Official data is neither complete nansparent. The recent FIDH and HRC "Viasna" report
sheds light on the issue of death penalty in Bslanesenting rare evidence, testimonies, statistics
the enforcement of sentences, information aboutddkention conditions and execution process.
During the side-event, family member of the exedutgsoner and leading members of the campaign
"Human Rights Defenders against Death Penalty itarBs" will debate the secrets of the last
European country applying capital punishment.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: The danger of speakaut — recent trends in the post-Soviet space
Convenor: International PartnergbipHuman Rights (IPHR)

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: In countries across the post-Soviet sphaman rights defenders and lawyers, pro-
democracy activists, independent journalists, traden activists, social media commentators and
other courageous individuals who speak out abgustice, human rights violations and the lack of
rule of law are paying the price. They are intinbgdh attacked by pro-government media, subjected to
surveillance and travel restrictions, summoneddoestioning, sued for defamation, and detained,
prosecuted and imprisoned on trumped-up chargésnfiolg unfair trials. Independent human rights
NGOs, media outlets and trade unions are the targkftrestrictive and stigmatizing legislation,
intrusive checks and inspections, warnings andtgars; and even court-ordered closures. Peaceful
protests against corruption, arbitrary actions bharities and violations of the rights of resideate
suppressed and participants detained. The goveitsnoé the region are exploiting concerns about
national security and stability to justify repregsimeasures against key sectors of civil societye T
protracted economic downturn, election cycles atiterorecent developments in the region have
reinforced these alarming trends. This side ewglhtgive the floor to civil society representagisy
from post-Soviet countries, who will discuss cutrehallenges to freedom of expression, association
and assembly in their countries, share their fiestd insights and assessments of the situation and
provide recommendations for strategies to couhterats to civil society in the region. There wil@

be time for discussion and questions from the awdie The side event will be held in English and
Russian and refreshments will be provided.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: New challenges inHimg torture in OSCE region: expulsions, anti-gerr
actions, pressure on torture survivors.

Convenor: Committee Against Torture

Working language: English, Russian
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: A joint side-event of Civic Solidarity Etarm (International), World Organization Against
Torture (international), Public Verdict FoundatiRussia) and Committee Against Torture (Russia).
The side-event will be hold and hosted by threawoizations, two of which work in Russia on torture
issue and will cover the most problematic issutsted to protection of torture survivors and litiga

on torture cases. The participants will talk abilegal prosecution of torture survivors for their
complaints, growing number of expulsions and exti@us to the countries were the victims would be
likely torture or abducted and this concerns asuksipn outside OSCE region as well as inside ie Th
growing problem of use of torture when it is jusiif by fight against terror will also be covered
during the event.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Nelson Mandela RuleéBools for implementation
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic ingions and Human Rights

Working language: English

Summary: In December 2015, the UN General Asseraliypted the revised Standard Minimum
Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners concludingpar-ffear process of review, deciding that the
revised SMR should be referred to also as the Ndlidandela Rules to honour the legacy of the late
President of South Africa. While underlining thesalute prohibition against torture and other ill-
treatment, the revised Rules include up-to-datedstals on issues related to daily life in prisanc&
their adoption, prison administrations can go te osliable and authoritative source for information
on good prison management. Following the adoptidherevised the Nelson Mandela Rules, various
institutions and organisations including ODIHR hambarked on producing tools to assist states and
authorities with implementation. ODIHR and PRI arehe process to develop a guidance document
on the implementation of the revised Rules, a pralktool for implementation for penitentiary staff
prison administrations, monitoring bodies and rafeépolicy-makers from the OSCE region aiming to
improve penal systems and the treatment of prisoimethe OSCE region. Similarly, UNODC has
recently published its checklist for internal inspens. . Part | of the side-event will provide an
opportunity for OSCE delegations and other integiarties to learn about UN and PRI tools and
activities. Part 1l will provide an insight on whtte Mandela Rules mean for NPMs and how they
apply and use them. The side event will also pmadplatform to discuss practical challenges and
best practices among OSCE participating Statesciaiidociety organisations.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:30-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Human Rights and RaesdMilitarization of Crimea: Effects and Threats
Convenor: Crimean Human Rights Group

Working language: English, Russian
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The Crimean Human Rights Group (CHRG) piisent the information and analytical
report: ‘Human Rights in the Context of Crimea Réitization’ where the facts of violating the human
rights by the Russian military men and illegal paniditary forces (‘crimean self-defense’) are
documented. The human rights experts have alseatetl the information on the participation of RF
political and non-governmental organizations, thisgtan Orthodox Church of Moscow Patriarchate,
the Kazaks and members of ‘volunteer corps’ intarilzing the public life and the war propaganda in
Crimea. The CHRG experts have paid a particulagntitin to the militarization effects for the
children and young people of Crimea as well adlegal conscription into the Russian Army.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: The impact of shringidemocratic space on criminal justice
Convenor: Open Society FoundatioAsmenia

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Authorities continue to use excessivetgaé-detention as a tool to curb activity of
political opponents. Based on political motives kenforcement and judicial authorities persecuted a
number of individuals with opposing political béien order to terminate their public activities. A
distinguishing feature of these persecutions isdiarivation of liberty in violation of the righo ta

fair trial, as well as other rights and freedomg;hsas freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.
Instead of restoring the violated rights, the coadt hand in hand with the law enforcement to cove
the crimes of the authorities and persecute futttheropposition and civic activists. In August 2016
the decision on pre-trial detention of Andreas Giayian was prolonged after the latter stated his
willingness to continue his oppositionist activitiafter the release. Systemic attacks on advoaate
the course of the recent trials of the cases osf&arsrer” and “Armed Group of Nork” systemic
attacks on advocates, as well as attempts to hiheer activities have become widespread. The law
enforcement bodies and the judiciary intervene thtbadvocates’ lawful activities, hence restrigtin
the opportunities of effective protection of thewased and, thus, violating their rights to a famlt
While hindrance of advocates’ activities is crinliad, no one has been held liable for that so far.
The hindrance of the advocates’ activities repehteng each trial of mentioned cases and is
demonstrated by police violence, unlawful and aabjt examinations and frequent judicial sanctions
against the advocates. Lack of health servicesisoms: health services in penitentiary systemmate
adequate and accessible as the institutions hatreensufficient and qualified medical staff nor-tgp
date equipment. This situation leads to seriouitheslated problems for inmates. Most of the death
in penal institutions are linked to health isswelsich were not handled timely. At the same timeehe
are no effective complaint mechanisms in thesetutisins for inmates to report the cases of torture
Another problem is the structural dependence of tiedical service of penitentiaries to the
jurisdiction of the Penitentiary Department of thBnistry of Justice, which leads to conflict of
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interests in cases of reporting instances of tertas well as to poor qualification of the medical
servicemen, who are outside of the general systetheohealthcare. There is no access to mental
health services in majority of these institutiohlere is a psychiatrist in the staff only in Nulso@n
and Artik institutions and the psychiatric ward time Hospital for Convicts, yet quite often the
prisoners with severe mental disturbance are aossterred there to get professional services, which
leads to ill-treatment. The poor conditions of aéiten, as well as lack of adequate health carasEsv

in penitentiaries often result in torture and inlammreatment against the detainees. The recent most
ardent case of torture was against Artur Sargsi@medd bringer”), who passed away in the result of
serious health issues, which allegedly exacerbatadkr the prolonged and unjustified pre-trial
detention. Despite the fact that the human righaferiders demanded immediate release of A.
Sargsyan and claimed that his health conditiomi®mpatible with his measure of restraint, the
government failed to release him before his coodiiecame too severe.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Kyrgyzstan: Human Righ&tuation Deteriorates Dramatically Ahead of
Upcoming Presidential Elections

Convenor: International Federationdluman Rights (FIDH)

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Ahead of the Presidential elections in ggystan scheduled for 15 October 2017,

persecution of human rights defenders, journalisid opposition members intensified. Last months
were marked by lawsuits filed by the President laischarty against independent media, the court ban
of any demonstrations in central places of Bishkekil 20 October 2017, smear campaigns and
lawsuits against human rights defenders, violatmfrikie right to a fair trial and complete ignoriafy

the UN decision to release human rights defendénjan Askarov. The side event will discuss ways

for the international community to contribute te ttirst peaceful power transition in the countnycsi

the gain of independence in the 90s. Refreshmeawdtsandwiches will be provided.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Russia: The StateCofil and Human Rights before the Presidential bec
Convenor: Human Rights Centre "Méaaltir Association GOLOS; People in Need
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.
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Summary: In what shape is the Russian politics @widl society before the presidential election in

March 2018? Representatives of Golos, HRC Memarial People in Need will provide an overview

of the current situation and latest trends in Rus$he focus will be given to the human rights
situation in the country including politically metited persecutions. In addition, the results of the
Russian regional and gubernatorial elections helfirst half of September 2017 will be reflected

during the event.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Issues of torture aldireatment in closed facilities in Central Asiauntries
Convenor: Penal Reform InternatipRadgional Office in Central Asia

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Torture prevention in line with interna@b standards is moving at varying pace across the
Central Asia region. Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan baifified OPCAT in 2008 and have since
designated and begun operation of their respediR®ls. Despite these positive steps there are still
serious allegations of torture and violence agaiefhinees across the region. Widespread and
systemic use of torture and abuse were reportbédtim States in police, pre-trial and prison faiei$it
both to extract confessions and as additional bomént, even against juveniles in conflict with the
law. According to the research conducted by PRtlosed institutions for juveniles in Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan in 2014 more than hajooihg respondents noted that were subjected to
ill-treatment by police officers, who used violertoeobtain confession statements. It is reportet dh
lack of investigation and prosecution into allegasi of torture or ill-treatment by officials led o
culture of impunity amongst persons of authoritytims regard. For instance, in 2016 General
Prosecutor’'s Office of the Kyrgyz Republic receiv485 civil appeals of torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment actiesscountry. Only 33 criminal cases were
issued. The same goes for Kazakhstan, among 47&ewg complaints only 12 were heard by the
court in 2016. With torture still pervasive acrdiss region and with little accountability for thoséo
commit it, there is a clear need to promote anddhthie concept of monitoring places of detention
where this needs to be encouraged, and to strangihe support the measures already in place and
functioning to increase their effectiveness. Alln@al Asia countries lack a system of effective
investigation of torture and death in custody. Tége event will bring the latest data on torture i
Central Asia countries and propose the ways todbeffective torture prevention work. This side
event is organized by Penal Reform Internation&IY®ffice in central Asia in cooperation with ivil
society organisations "Bir Duino Kyrgyzstan” (Kyagtan), "Kadyr-Kasiet” (Kazakhstan), "Kylym-
Shamy” (Kyrgyzstan), "Child Rights Defenders Ledg(kyrgyzstan). PRI is implementing number
of projects aimed at reducing use of torture irc@saof detention, building effective system onutat
prevention and fair torture facts investigation.

Refreshments will be provided
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W ednesday, 20 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Chinese ChristiansHaorope - utterance for defending human rightspkeg
away from persecution

Convenor: Eglise de Dieu Tout-Puisg&hurch of Almighty God)

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Chinese Christians in Europe - Speak ©Defense of Human Rights and Repudiation of
Persecution.

In 2015, many Chinese Christians who had been Ibruypersecuted by the Chinese Communist
government successively fled to France - a statty pa the Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees - and submitted their applications fohesyo the French government. Unfortunately, of all
the applicants, only two persons have been graasgtim to-date, with about 52% of them still
pending for processing and the other 48% completgfcted, facing the danger of being repatriated
to China.

What kind of problems are these Christians encoungtén their quest for asylum? What is their statu
quo? Where will their future be? We sincerely iaviepresentatives of governments, international
organizations and civil groups to show solicitudetthese Chinese Christians. Chinese Christians
encounter similar difficulties in Germany, the Natlands, and Italy, and some of them will be presen
at this conference to discuss about these problems.

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Religious persecutiofhreligious minorities by cooperation of state tesd
(police, court, ministries) with anti-cult movemesrih the Czech Republic

Convenor: Religious Society Patiofu Jara

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Rule of law - fair-trial - independencecofurts and bahaviour of the state and society
towards religious minorities, according situatioqperienced in the Czech Republic. Throughout the
world, and also in the Czech Republic, new religiomovements are persecuted and discriminated
systematically according to the 11-step typicaksct disclosed in 2012. The case study on FECRIS -
antisect movement and state neutrality (publisimeBReligion — Staat — Gesellschaft, journal for the
study of beliefs and worldviews by Dresden Uniugdsi This scheme of persecution typical for
FECRIS or other anti-cult organizations in the woprimarily uses media to manipulate and
intimidate public opinion on a minor religious gmwand exploit governmental bodies for the
persecution and discrimination of their target€Contemporary Czech Republic is strictly atheist.
According to a recent Paw Research Center stutheil©zech Republic, Central and Eastern Europe’s
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most secular country - about 7 in 10 Czechs (728 at identify with a religious group, while on a
separate question, two thirds (66%) say they ddali¢ve in God. The Czech Republic is repeatedly
guoted as one of the most atheist countries inmbied, also according to some other polls. This
situation creating specific context of the countwhere religious pluralism, OSCE guidelines
supporting freedom of religion and belief and UNa@mmendation about protection of vulnerable
minorities, including defined by religion, is naking in account. Because representatives of state
bodies often do not act neutral, have limited okilag objective information sources about religious
minorities, and are unaware that they are playm@give role in such a scheme of persecution, this
pattern of liquidation or at least damage can bg easily effective. Larger traditional organisaso
also occasionally face some persecution tactids aggolice raids and fabricated criminal accugatio
hardly to cope with (for instance, questionableigeotaid of UOOZ police anti-terrorist force during
prayers in Prague mosque in 2014), but their siinds still easier to endure, compared to religiou
minorities, which are far more vulnerable and pcadfy unprotected. Any state cannot be neutral,
supporting ideas of freedom of religion and belipfpmoting religious pluralism and tolerance
towards religious minorities without discriminatiowhen the governmental apparatus officially
cooperates with members of anti-cult movement dependent experts on the area of their interest,
thus religious minorities, new religious movemeantsl their alleged danger for the society. Thée ant
cult movement in the Czech Republic is represebiedThe Society for Study of Sects and New
Religious Movements.” This civil society has beepeaatedly and heavily criticized for its extremely
discriminative discourse by the Czech Helsinki Cattem (especially in 1999 and 2002) and by
Czech academics from the field of religion (witt2@00-2005). Because the anti-cult movement still
functions in synergy with governmental bodies sasipolice forces, courts, the Ministry of Culture
and media, it is heavily perpetuating the toxigtades toward spirituality in the Czech Republic
which is responsible for destroying the sanity,lmeds and rights of citizens to any personal religi
belief or freedom of any kind. In the Czech Repubhew religious movements are practically
unprotected against social prejudices, hate spasdhate crimes (Yoga in Daily life, Sahaja Yoga,
Yogi Sat Nath), and sometimes even systematicallysgruted or discriminated by the state
representatives itself (as Jiri Krutina - Jiri VlacePetr Chobot, Church of Scientology, Grail
movement). The Path of Guru Jura is not only amtegtop most persecuted groups in CR, but has
been victim to the most severe methods of persatiince the communist era. The police should
have effective corrective mechanisms in place endase of its misuse of power. The right to a fair
trial should be respected and upheld in every aagmrdless of religion. The right to a fair tré&a$o
includes the right of respect for the presumptiébrinmocence. State authorities should be able to
recognize religion, belief or opinion as possib&d of discrimination, according Antidiscriminatio
Act (2009) and be proactive in combatting hate egnprejudices, ignorance and intolerance based on
religious belief, including that found in the mediad on the internet.

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Right to work has gender
Convenor: Anti-Discrimination Centiemorial”
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The first woman-pilot flying solo acroke tAtlantic Amelia Earhart proved 85 years ago
(in 1932) that men and women were "equal in jobguiring intelligence, coordination, speed,
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coolness and willpower.”http://www.care2.com/calaeelia-earhart-early-pilot-and-feminist.html
However, still exist legal bans for women to be tyed in a number of professions, requiring ability
"to maintain a high level of attention and concatiom, ability to quickly react” (according to
Supreme Court of Russia, ruling on Klevets-cas€)920the bans are explained by "the need to
preserve women’s health and the quality of hedltfuture generations” https://adcmemorial.org/all-
jobs4all-women/ Hundreds of jobs are forbiddenvimmen as "hard, harmful, and/or dangerous" in
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, MolJoRussia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine
and Uzbekistan. UN Committee on the EliminatiorDidcrimination against Women stated that this
approach: "treats men and women differently, ingnway promotes the employment of women and it
is based on discriminatory stereotypes”. ADC Mealds running the campaign all-jobs4all-women
https://adcmemorial.org/all-jobs4all-women/ The Igofithe campaign is to achieve the cancellation
of lists of types of jobs and professions banneddmen in all Eastern European and Central Asian
countries. The side event of ADC Memorial is datkd to the need to end gender discrimination in
employment and to guarantee all women the righwddk where they want. Activists, lawyers and
politicians from Eastern Europe will share theipesience in opposing the discriminating women law
and practice. A video-clip about woman truck-drive Russia (one of the "forbidden for women
professions") will be presented by the author (fijneducer Tatiana Chistova) and the hero of it -
truck-driver Eugenia Markova.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Lawyers Need Legal Protectic®: Human Rights Lawyers Working in
Challenging Environments

Convenor: Justice Internationabwlyers for Lawyers; International Commission of

Jurists (ICJ), Helsinki Foundation for Human Rigfti$HR)
Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The Council of Bars and Law Societies afope (CCBE), Justice International (J1),
Lawyers for Lawyers (L4L), International CommissiohJurists (ICJ) and Helsinki Foundation for
Human Rights (HFHR) are highlighting the importawie lawyers play when working in challenging
conditions, performing professional duties repréagrhuman rights defenders, journalists, actiyists
opposition members and regular citizens. The pafespeakers and experts will discuss the
challenging situation for individual lawyers ane tlegal profession as a whole in the Eurasian negio
In particular, this discussion will include caseenfi Belarus, Crimea, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. The focus will becomrent trends in civil society in the region,
explanations of the national and international llagachanisms of protection or the lack thereof,
presentation of specific cases, and discussiorhefways to move towards finding solutions in
defending lawyers working under threat. Over tlastpseveral years, this region has not seen
improvements in the human rights situation — mubb bpposite, governments are becoming
increasingly authoritarian and citizens are seef@r rights curtailed on a number of fronts. In
countries with limited respect for human rights amebkening civil society, lawyers can play a key
role in slowing or reversing the trend towards atitarianism. However, lawyers’ work is becoming
increasingly difficult as they face retaliation,réassment and abuse as a result of performing their
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professional duties upholding the rule of law. Nélveless, lawyers are still willing to take thekris
and work in these challenging conditions undereéased pressure to defend the ideals of human rights
and rule of law by representing defenders, ac8yispposition members, journalists, and regular
citizens. The panel will discuss current issuesfy lawyers and defenders who work and live under
threat in challenging conditions. For example, Eebruary-March protests in Belarus showed that the
government yet again failed to respect fundamemiatan rights by suppressing peaceful protestors
and arresting more than 700 people including lag/yend human rights defenders, and we will
explore the important role lawyers played in thegents. In annexed Crimea, lawyers are working in
challenging conditions representing the threaté@rtiean Tatar minority. In Kazakhstan, the lawyers
are being threatened with criminal prosecution essalt of fulfilling their professional obligatisnin
Tajikistan, some lawyers are still being behind laes as a result of their work representing people
who are opposing government’s policies. In closedntries like Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, it is
extremely difficult for lawyers to openly work reggenting human rights defenders as the threat to
their own lives and the lives of their familiest@ high. As a result, many lawyers working inside
these countries cannot travel abroad, the humdmsridefenders living outside these countries will
share with their cases.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Best practice intioaal responses to Trafficking in Human Beings and
Modern Slavery

Convenor: United Kingdom Delegattorthe OSCE

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Every country is affected at some levehban trafficking and modern slavery — be it as
a source, transit or destination country. Desptall and international effort, Modern Slavery is a
truly global issue, affecting all OSCE participatiistates. According to the International Labour
Organization it is a crime that generates illegafis of $150 billion annually. National approashe
tackling Modern Slavery must reflect the complexityd enormity of the challenge. At this side
event, speakers will share best practice and ledsanned from the UK experience, in particular the
role of competent authorities (or “first respondiis protecting victims and reducing the risk betn
being re-trafficked, and raising awareness at conityiwuevel as a crucial pillar of the UK'’s
prevention strategy. The event will also explorevlibe UK is partnering with countries in the OSCE
to ensure a fully effective response to the chgleof Modern Slavery.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:30-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Equal Access: Peoplth disabilities and elections
Convenor: Ministry for Foreign Affaiof Georgia

Working language: English
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The event aims at providing informationtlo® process of reforms undertaken by Georgia
in recent years. It will also serve as a usefutfpten for exchange of information and best practice
critical assessment by international experts adid@ussion between Government Representatives and
experts as well as input of the participating datems will benefit the discussions on exploring th
issue from different angles. Moreover, apart frohathas already been accomplished, the discussions
should also cover such aspects as challenges ddlateeform process and issues remaining to be
addressed.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Addressing Discrimtitan and Inequality in the Central Asian Region
Convenor: Equal Rights Trust

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The Equal Rights Trust will present firgdirfrom its work on addressing discrimination
and inequality in the Central Asian region. Findingill be presented from its reports focusing on
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan which proddeunprecedented insight into discrimination
on the basis of religion, ethnicity, political omn, gender, sexual orientation, disability andeoth
grounds and where little has previously been replooh such issues.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Child protectionrsees - right to respect for family life, the rigto a fair
trial and rights of the child

Convenor: "Ordo luris" Institute foegal Culture

Working language: English, Polish

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The side event addresses the threatsettitiman rights system that may result from
activities of child protection services. The leframework and activities of Norwegian Barnevernet
office will be assessed. The statutory regulatiand case law will be presented in a context of
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international guarantees for human rights, withipalar emphasis on Convention on the Rights of the
Child, European Convention of Human Rights and la@onvention on Jurisdiction, Applicable
Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation ésfect of Parental Responsibility and Measures
for the Protection of Children.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: The Role of Cultuahd Religious Identity in Humanitarian Diplomacy
Convenor: World Russian People'sricidu

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Humanitarian diplomacy can play importate in providing peace and stability, including
areas affected by conflicts. Mutually respectfidldgue of historical, cultural and religious traatiis
can serve as an instrument for peaceful coexistehdifferent countries and nations. Humanitarian
diplomacy is important today in combatting discration and persecution against Christians in the
Middle East and across the world.

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Right to quality ecaton in Armenia
Convenor: Open Society FoundatioAsmenia
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Moderator: Larisa Minasyan, Open Societynféations-Armenia, Executive Director.
Presentation 1. Corruption in education as a hurtppeealization of the right to quality education.
Speaker: Arevik Anapiosyan, Institute of Public iBgl Executive Director. Presentation 2. Social
dimension of general education. Speaker: Lilit Ngaa. Open Society Foundations-Armenia,
Education Program Coordinator.

Refreshments will be provided
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Thursday, 21 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: HDIM 2017 - WomenPower Breakfast: Promoting equality between women
and men through Gender-sensitive democratic inistitsi

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistitutions and Human Rights

Working language: English, Russian

Summary: Promoting equality between women and ntaough gender-sensitive democratic
institutions. In 1995, at the Fourth Internatior@bnference on Women, held in Beijing, gender
mainstreaming was established as an internatiogjiged strategy for promoting gender equality.
The legacy of the Beijing Platform for Action waghlighted in the 2004 OSCE Action Plan for the
Promotion of Gender Equality where “effective gemo@instreaming, with the goal of achieving
gender equality, is important if full use is to imade of the human capital in the OSCE area.” én th
long run, gender mainstreaming aims to transforatrdhinatory social institutions and practices,
recognizing that discrimination can be embeddedi@ttp or implicitly in a wide variety of laws,
cultural norms and community practices. Mainstregmtan reveal a need for changes in goals,
strategies and actions to ensure that both womdnmaan can influence, participate in and benefit
from development processes. This may lead to clsammgerganizations — structures, procedures and
cultures — to create organizational environments #ire conducive to the promotion of gender
equality. The 2017 Women's Power Breakfast will yide a platform for discussion on the
transformative potential of gender-sensitive ingitins, including democratic institutions and
parliaments in particular, as one of the approatbesdvance women’s participation in public and
political life as well as to promote and achievadgr equality in the OSCE region. ODIHR’s new
publication Making Laws Work for Women and Men: AaBtical Guide to Gender-Sensitive
Legislation will be presented during the eventighhght the responsibility of law-makers to eqyall
promote and protect the rights of both women andh.néhe Women’'s Power Breakfast will,
traditionally, bring together women parliamentasa@and government officials, civil society
representatives, as well as the OSCE and othenattenal organizations.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: LGBTI persons outside thewL& Chechnya (Russia). What should be the
international community’s reaction?

Convenor: Permanent Mission of thep@blic of Lithuania to the International

Organizations in Vienna
Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: This discussion, organized by (Permaneigsibh of the Republic of Lithuania to the
OSCE, ILGA Europe (TBC), Freedom House (TBC)) waitbvide possibility to take stock of the
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current situation in the Republic of Chechnya (w#hktimonies of victims), to overview the response
of the international community (both at the OSCH #re UN level) in the area of addressing violence
and discrimination based on sexual orientation gedder identity and to look for synergies of
international organisations to combat this negapitenomenon. It will also serve as a platform for
generating ideas for the OSCE action in this regard

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45 (SIDE EVENT CANCELLED)

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Addressing Discrimtitan and Inequality in Azerbaijan
Convenor: Equal Rights Trust

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: During the event the Equal Rights Trusk present findings from its three year project
addressing discrimination and inequality in Azejdoai To do this, it will launch its report which

analyses the legal framework on equality in Azgdmaiand provides, for the first time, a
comprehensive overview of discrimination faced be basis of a number of different grounds
including, religion, gender, disability, politicalpinion, sexual orientation and gender identitgera

and ethnicity.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Homonormativity andh@stian Dissent in UK: why churches are silent
Convenor: Core Issues Trust

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The United Kingdom state apparatus hag émhbraced the normalisation of homosexual
practices and uses all means at its disposal tmqimgender-mainstreaming to overturn any vestige
of Judeo-Christian foundation in its political fpdht. The Church of England’s Arch Bishops Welby
and Sentamu are leading the alignment of churchstatd with respect to the ideology of sexuality.
Sex is becoming increasingly politicised and fudlyploited as the means by which the state gains
increasing control of its citizenry. How might Cétran dissenters respond to the state’s promotion o
homonormativity and what are the avenues opendmtim rallying to offer an effective alternative
understanding of human sexuality? How might dissshtvoices, objecting to state exploitation of
sexual mores and increasing power, be heard? Essan provides insight into new pathways by
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which Christian and social conservative dissenteight work to create different options for those
who reject the State’s narrative on sexuality.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45
Venue: Meeting Room 1
Title: The importance of ediima on sexual and reproductive health and rights

(SRHR) as part of the comprehensive concept ofrégcparticularly among
minority communities

Convenor: Permanent Mission of Baigito the OSCE

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Women'’s sexual and reproductive healtelated to multiple human rights, including the
right to life, the right to be free from torturdyet right to health, the right to privacy, the rigbt
education, and the prohibition of discriminatiolm. recent years, more attention has been giveheo t
importance of education on sexual and reprodudteath and rights (SRHR) as part of the OSCE'’s
comprehensive concept of security. This side ewdhexamine the impact of SRHR violations and
the link to OSCE’s comprehensive concept of segurfthe expert panellists will explore the
challenges that some women and girls face in diffecommunities of the OSCE region as well as the
role education can play in preventing SRHR violagioThe organizers will invite panel members and
participants to provide recommendations for pgtiting States and OSCE structures on how to
address challenges related to SRHR in the OSCRErregi

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Right down to theots — what does it take to prevent violence agains
women?

Convenor: OSCE Secretariat

Working language: English, Russian

Summary: The OSCE recognized the threat to humauriseposed by gender—based violence in two
Ministerial Council decisions on Preventing and ®ating Violence against Women in 2005 and
2014. Measures are needed to prevent gender-b&dedce in all circumstances, including during
and after armed conflict and emergencies. Thedotton of the Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combating violence against women dordestic violence (‘Istanbul Convention’)
provided an important landmark to improve natideagislation and mechanisms to prevent violence
and protect victims/survivors. Despite the stromigrnational commitments and conventions and
increased attention to the issue of gender-basaldnage, the reality is that still women across the
OSCE region are subjected to violence every dawg. diderlying causes of the violence, which is
rooted in gender inequality, persist. Combatingerioe against women requires an accelerated and
comprehensive approach, focusing on protectionrasgonse, but also on addressing the root causes
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of violence. This side event will provide an oppmity to identify ways forward to address what may
be the most challenging part of combating violeagainst women: prevention. Presentations will be
provided of successful approaches to preventiametational and regional levels, followed by an

interactive discussion with HDIM participants. elfocus will be on prevention strategies desigoed t

put the international frameworks into practice,luding the CEDAW Convention and the Istanbul

Convention.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:30-14:30 (SIDE EVENT CANCELLED)
Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Human Rights in Ukmai

Convenor: Chernivtsy Regional NGQuikan Rights”
Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Human rights in Ukraine during hybrid war.

Time: 18:15-19:45 (SIDE EVENT CANCELLED)

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: New World KnockinBrainstorming Reforms for the OSCE in the 21st
Century

Convenor: OSCE Programme Office ishRek/OSCE Academy in Bishkek

Working language: English

Summary: Over four decades after the signing ofHleésinki Final Act and more than a quarter

century after the end of the Cold War, the OSCEeapmpto remain a creature of the old world and
often find it difficult to navigate the realitied the 2f' century. The ideals and commitments of the
Helsinki Accords appear to be constantly violatedts sphere of influence. Among other things,
individual human rights violations have remaine@ thorm in many places, while deadly wars
involving tens of thousands of deaths with direatl andirect involvement of some of the OSCE'’s

founding States proliferate the planet. Nuclear ¥8apnce again a distinct possibility and global
warming threatens the lives and wellbeing of presamd future generations. Despite the good
intensions of many of the OSCE participating Stated institutions, the Organization has become
highly bureaucratic, top-heavy and often incapaifleoragmatic engagements to tackle the many
problems of the components of comprehensive sgcoritdel facing the populations of its pS and
beyond. This informal session hopes to present lanadhstorm the necessary reforms that can
transform the OSCE to a stronger, more pragmatiectere and proactive entity in taking on the

critical issues of the 2century.

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: The Difficult Patb Asylum for Christians of the Church of AlmighBod in
Italy and Germany

Convenor: Stella del Mattino (Chuaf Almighty God)

Working language: English, Chinese
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Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: As a result of the escalating persecutions agdnmmise churches by the Chinese
Communist government, many Chinese Christians baea forced to flee overseas. Christians of the
Church of Almighty God have applied for asylum faly. Due to the Chinese government’'s massive
defamatory campaign against the Church of Almigli@&pd by restricting news media and
manipulating networks, this nascent Christian chuamed the facts of Christians being persecuted are
little understood by the outside world. At preseaong the Christians of the Church of Almighty
God who sought asylum in ltaly, over 90% of thgiplications have been rejected by the Italian
Ministry of the Interior. Most of the Christians tife Church of Almighty God who fled to Germany
are facing the same predicament of being refusgllias We hereby call upon representatives of
governments, international organizations and gjkdlups to show solicitude to these Christians ef th
Church of Almighty God, and explore together howsgifeguard the basic human rights of this
vulnerable group.

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Nagorno Karabakh upse: between fire and hope
Convenor: European Armenian Fedendr Justice and Democracy

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Film Screening and Discussion The filmwioentary “The Besieged” is a unique insight
into the situation in Stepanakert - Nagorno Kar&abakn the years 1991-1992 and the daily life of
people there, shortly after the bloody war erupféee city of Stepanakert, which was being bombed
by the Azerbaijani armed forces, had been cutrofinfthe outside world and survival had become a
way of life. The documentary is based on archivatdge and testimonies of the inhabitants of the
city. After the screening of the film, EAFJD woulite to discuss the current status of Nagorno
Karabakh with the participants of this year's HDIM.
Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:15-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Human Rights and Politiddersecution in Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and
Kazakhstan

Convenor: Newspaper "Vzglyad"

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
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provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: The expert seminar is aimed at presemtngdiscussing concrete cases of human rights
violations and political persecution in Russia, &lke, Moldova and Kazakhstan. The Russian
Federation is one of three ‘leaders’ among all @duof Europe member states when it comes to
number of unexecuted rulings of the European Cotitluman Rights (ECHR); during the event
speakers will present individual cases in which $fars authorities have ignored international
obligations and failed to apply ECHR decisions. Whh Kazakhstan, a new wave of repressions
against independent media outlets, journalists blogigers; as well as peaceful protesters and
opposition activists has silent dissenting voigeshie country. Worrying developments and facts of
politically motivated prosecutions were noticedhe last year in Moldova and Ukraine where NGOs,
civil society representatives, independent joustsliand opposition politicians are harassed in
retaliation of their pro-reform and professionaltidties. Particularly in the case of Moldova,
independent lawyers and judges even face crimiredgeution. The event will be an opportunity to
further discuss what kind of mechanisms and tobl®®CE could be involved to stop such practice.
The event will be organised by "Vzglyad" in parstép with the Open Dialog Foundation.

Refreshments will be provided

Friday, 22 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: M eeting Room 2

Title: Migration and Democya
Convenor: International IDEA

Working language: English

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: Fuelled by globalization, climate change atate failure, and due to its transnational
nature, migration poses fundamental challengegthoodratic societies on both the national and local
levels, particularly in cities. It challenges thetion state and, by extension, policy areas thaesent
core components of state sovereignty, includinganiiship. Large migration flows strain democratic
institutions’ capacity to effectively integrate magts into society, and call into question the eixte
which governments should enable migrants’ politigalticipation and integration. Migration affects
governments’ ability to deliver public serviceshig side event will present and discuss preliminary
findings from International IDEA’s upcoming publitan on ‘The Global State of Democracy —
Exploring Democracy’s Resilience’ focused on glodadl regional democracy trends and the specific
challenge of migration. It will discuss the demaicradividend of migration focused on political
integration for destination and political engagemehthe diaspora for origin countries, and how
policymakers can effectively address public consemn migration while also reaping the benefits of
inclusive and multicultural integration policiesn addition, case studies from International IDEA’s
Refugees and Democracy project showcasing comparktowledge on the impact of refugees and
asylum seekers on political life of their host amiin countries through formal and informal means
of political participation will be presented, Figlelsearch was conducted in Kenya, Germany, Sweden,
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Uganda, Turkey, Lebanon, the United Kingdom andtisdirica focused on experiences of refugee
and asylum seeker communities originating from 3hef largest source countries: Syria, Somalia,
Afghanistan, South Sudan and the Democratic RepuibliCongo (DRC). The side event will feature
presentations by International IDEA experts anddfieesearchers under the IDEA Refugees and
Democracy project. OSCE Delegations, civil sociatyl OSCE experts are welcome to attend the
Side Event.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Participation ofetlpublic in the selection and evaluation of judgdse case
of Ukraine

Convenor: Centre for Democracy anteRf Law (CEDEM)

Working language: English, Russian

Disclaimer: This side event has been organized and scheduled exclusively at the request of
participants of the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. The below description has been
provided by the organizers. It could have been only lightly edited by ODIHR for language but not for
content. Responsibility for the content remains with the organizers.

Summary: September 2016 marked the launch of tdeigh reform in Ukraine, one of the key
innovations of which was the creation of the Pubtiegrity Council as an independent public body
involved in the selection and evaluation of judgks.accordance with the Law of Ukraine "On
Judicial System and Status of Judges", Public titteGouncil assists High Qualification Commission
of Judges of Ukraine in determining the compliaoteandidates for the positions of judges with the
criteria of integrity and professional ethics. dfdished in November 2016, Public Council of
Integrity participated in the selection of candafafor the positions of judges of the new Supreme
Court. Within the framework of the competition, Rabintegrity Council evaluated nearly 400
candidates and provided High Qualification Comnoissof Judges with background information
regarding 250 of them. Also, representatives of Bwblic Integrity Council presented their
assessments at the meetings of the High QualdicaZiommission of Judges, where decisions on the
candidates were made. Based on the conclusionfeofPublic Integrity Council, 51 candidates
dropped out of the competition due to non-compkawnith the criteria of integrity and professional
ethics, and the other 8 candidates refused tocpaate in the competition. During the event
successful experience of the Public Integrity Cduwsed the challenges it faced while performing its
powers. The presentation will be followed by thecdission of opportunities for disseminating the
above said experience of Ukraine in the Europeamtcies. The pool of speakers of the event will
include members of the Public Integrity Councilyadl as Ukrainian and international experts.

Refreshments will be provided



